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SUPER CHALLENGING. 
SUPER ADDICTIVE. 
SUPER TETRIS. 


Its here. The super sequel to best-selling Tetris, 
the most addictive computer game ever devised. | 
Super 'létris" is even more challenging because \ 
it comes with а blockbusting twist— bomb pieces 
that help you blast your way down to the bottom 
of the pit and discover treasures. Super Tetris. 


Just when you thought you'd broken the habit. 


THE TETRIS PEOPLE 
A Division of Sphere, Inc. 2061 Challenger Drive, Alameda, CA 94501 




















Available for IBM and Mac/Macll. For Visa/MasterCard orders call 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week: 1-800-695-GAME (Orders Only) 
For technical questions call: 1-510-522-1164 (M-F: 9am-5pm PST) 
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Grab the wheel of your Toyota super-truck and hit the gas! Based on the #1 
arcade game, SUPER OFF-AQAD for the Super Nintendo Entertainment 
System brings you all the thrills of real off-road racing...but without the mud 
m your face. Watch out for the jumps, mud holes and other obstacles on the 
64 different Mickey Thompson Off-Road track configurations! Race against в 
frend and two computer-controlled trucks simultaneously! Trade in your 
winnings for accessories at the Speed Shop and improve your chances for 
victory! From match-offs to spin outs, this is as close to genuine short-course 
racing as you can get. And for off-road action on the go, check out SUPER 
OFF-ROAD for your Game Boy! 


Tradewest, Inc. 2400 South Highway 75, Corsicana, Texas 75110 

21991 Tradewest, inc. Licensed ta Такт, Inc, by the Leland Corporation, ona of the workd’s 
көпе US-based coin operated games manufacturers. Nintedo, Super Nintendo Entertamment 
cystem, Game Boy, and the official seal ane trademarks of Nintendo of America Inc. 
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BEFORE | 


NUBY ACCESSORIES 


AFTER ® 


Bigger. Brighter. Better. When you outfit your brighter, better thrills that Nuby Accessories de- 
Game Boy with Nuby Accessories, the fun really liver. In fact, since its debut in 1989, Nuby has 
begins. From the best-selling Nuby Game Light, developed over thirty innovative accessories for 
Magnifier and Amplifier, to the newly introduced every major video game system оп the market— 
Nuby Power Pak, Game Light Plus and Attaché, Nintendo®, Game Boy™, SEGA®, and even 
Nuby Accessories mean the difference Super NES®. Nuby Accessories. Get 
between merely playing a game and some today. And find out what being 
experiencing the ultimate in bigger, а "Nuby-Kid" is all about. 






A division af Curtis Manufacturing, 30 Fitzgerald Drive, Jaffrey, NH 03452 (603) 552-8724 | 
Nintendo. Game Boy and Super NES are registered trademarks of Nintendo of America Inc. SEGA is a registered trademark of SEGA of America Inc. 
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Cover: It's that time of the year 
again. [he competition was 
fierce and relentless in 1991, but 
the vote is in. Turn to page 66 for 
a look at VG&CE's third annual 


picks of the best. 


Cover Photography: 
Jerry Davidson 
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Lemmings, Galaxy Force 11, Valis Ш, Super 
Earth Defense Force, Star Trek, James 
Pond Il—Codename: Robocod, The Legend 
of the Mystical Ninja, The Simpsons—Bart 
vs. The World, Bucky O'Hare, Super Off- 
Road, Monster in My Pocket, Buck Rogers, 
Smash TV and F-22 Interceptor. 


100 


. Populous Il, Patton Strikes Back, Oil 
Barons, Nova 9 and Eye of the Beholder Il: 
The Legend of DarkMoon. 


% Та 





Awesome Golf, Blaster Master Boy, Super 
Golf, Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
П—Васк From the Sewers, Terminator 2: 
Judgement Day, Tournament Cyberball 
and Sonic the Hedgehog. 





by the Editors of VG&CE 
The past year has produced some of the 
best computer and video games ever seen. 
VG&CE's writers and editors have made 
up their minds on what was the year's 
best, and we would like to show you. 





DEPARTMENMTS 





Big Business, Chip's Challenge, Might and 
Magic Ш: Isles of Terra, Megafortress, 
Western Front, Amarillo Slim Dealer's 
Choice, Ski-ulator and The Lost Admiral. 
122 
by Clayton Walnum by John Schnyder 
This month we take up our adventures | 1 Our floppydisk virtuoso helps you 
after the marriage of Rhys and Lena and become a master builder in Castles 
find out who is responsible for the and shows you how to terminate a 
destruction of Satera, cyborg in The Terminator. 
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© t's quite in- 
teresting to 
look back on past issues of 
VG&CE to see where the vide- 
game industry stands in relation to 
its history. Did people learn by their 
mistakes? Certainly things moved for- 
ward, as expected, due to growing 
technology. What used to be 16 col- 
ors is now 256 colors in some games. 
What used to be double-digit sprite 
counts are now in triple digits. 

But the question | have is: Have 
people really learned? [ 
Are we all one happy 
family? | 

І have my doubts. Way 
back in the October 1989 
issue of VG&CE, I com- | 
mented on the then-cur- | 
rent issue of how lawyers were 
becoming as important in software 
developments—perhaps more 
important, in some instances—as 
the game developers themselves. At 
that point, Nintendo was embroiled 
in various legal actions with Tengen, 
a company that chose to go out on 
its own and do NES games outside 
af Nintendo's control. 

Now we've witnessed Ninten- 
do's biggest competitor, Sega, tak- 
ing somewhat the same tack as it 
tries to maintain its leadership in 
the 16-bit market. Recently, we've 
seen suits filed (and since settled) 
between Sega and Razor Soft. As | 
write this, we've gotten press 
releases from Sega and Accolade 
detailing legal action between the 
two companies. The evolving law- 
suits are over Accolade's "right" to 
Чо Genesis software under its Bal- 
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listix label, which 
sells cartridges 
outside of Sega's third-party 
licensing program. Suddenly it 
sounds like Nintendo vs. Tengen 
all over again. 

As | said two-and-a-half years 
ago, I'm not trained in law, so | may 
be talking through my hat on this. | 
also don't know the full details of 
the Sega/Accolade case, as it's just 
being formulated, but | find the 
whole thing kind of sad. Have con- 

— sole manufacturers gotten 
| so greedy that they have 
— | to try to get their hands 

Е | on a share of every car- 
x tridge that enters their 
В. | machine? What happened 
to free enterprise? And it's 
the player who suffers, having to 
pay extra for the hardware that is 
used to attempt to lock out unau- 
thorized software from running. 
Additionally, time and money 
devoted to legal affairs could be 
better spent—at least in my view, 
for what that's worth—in creating 
better software for the current 
machine or designing even higher- 
powered hardware. But, instead, a 
whole lot of energy is being spent 
to prevent others from selling the 
fruits of their labors to the yearning 
public. /f you can't play by our 
rules, you can't play at all, it seems. 

| said it in my October 1989 edi- 
torial, and it still seems to ring true: 
It's disturbing for me to think that 
the lawyers are getting bigger 
affices than the programmers. 


—Andy Eddy, Executive Editor 

























|. ON NES 5 САМЕ! BOY 


NO FATE BUT WHAT YOU MAKE ON NES”: 
You are a 1-800 terminator. It’s a T-1000. 
p COMPUTER Tago | You carry a lever-action Winchester = m - 
It's invincible. You have on-screen target Edge ame эү zi 
search displays. It's made of liquid metal. 
You have 10 barrels of high-explosives. 
It is the ultimate weapon of destruction! 


FIGHT IN THE FUTURE...SAVE THE PAST ON GAME BOY: 
First battle titanium hyperalloy T-800's as the John Connor: 
of 2029. Then, enter SKYNET, capture "HOC " 
your own T-80D, and become | 
| | the Harley riding, grenade firing, 
Md terminator of today! 
today...with you! 





Connor to safety! 





Lend a hand to the 
Resistance—destroy 
the terminator 
endoskeleton. 





These hikers are tough, 
but they ain't seen 
nothing like a T-800! 





Save humanity and terminate | 
-. the T-1000 with T2 on NES” 
ЕС and Game ee "Hasta la 
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You'll Love 


able for Game Boy. With 


Irem America Corporation 


the same eye-popping | 8335 154th Avenue N.E. 
ium visual punch and exciting Redmond. WA 98052 
| / action you've come FAX: (206) 883-8038 


to expect from Irem. 


©1990 Irem America Corp. ™ and @ are trademarks of Irem. Nintendo. Nintendo 
Entertainment System (NES) and Game Boy are trademarks of Nintendo of America Ine. 
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arcade hits are now avail- IREM AMERICA СОВР” | 


TN £ 
ÎN These Smash Hits! WH 
jm \ Two oflrem's most popular | 
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CHARGED 
FOR 16-BIT! 
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!6-Bit graphics and 
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Irem America Corporation 
8335 154th Avenue М.Е. 
Redmond, WA 98052 


IREM AMERICA CORP 






Bi irem. Nintendo and Super Nintendo Entertainment System (SNES) are 
fenex | Irademarks of Nintendo of America Inc. 
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HOW EVERYBODY GETS 
THEIR KICKS 

Dear VG&CE: 

| need your help. І have ordered 
games because of your editorials 
and have been exceptionally 
pleased. | have faith in your opin- 
ions. | also have a subscription now, 
too. Anyway, | rely on what you say 
for my purchases. (It's not the bucks, 
it's the time spent on the docs learn- 
ing the games that makes me partic- 
шаг about what | get.) 

Down to the nitty gritty of it all: 
I'm 38 years old and enjoy thinking 
games, but | also like "kick-their- 
face-in" games, too. What | mean is, 
Punch Out and Double Dragon stuff. 
My MES is gathering dust, and right- 
fully so since | discovered IBM PC 
computer games, but | would like an 
article from your staff on what 
would be good kick, punch, smash, 
crunch types of games [for the PCs]. 
| see Budokan and Bruce Lee Lives 
listed in the advertisements (Chips 
and Bits, for example), and l'd 
like to know what to get. | would 
like a game that gives more than 
a single punch and/or a single 
kick—you know, realistic fight- 
ing, with jabs, punches, spinning 
backfists, front kicks, back kicks, 
hook kicks and different types of 
weapons, too. | was into my fourth 
year in karate before | got injured (to 
the point where | had to quit). I'm 
also a Texas peace officer, so it's not 
like l'm unfamiliar with this kind of 
thing, but you know the games far 
better than |, and | need your advice. 
So puh-leeze help me! 

—Steve Gatewood 
Brownsville, Texas 

PS: | got your magazine because | 
was into NES games, and as | was 
reading the reviews, | also began 
reading the computer-game reviews. 
| thought, “Could they really be that 
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involved and exciting?” So | tried 
them, and, as | said, my NES is gath- 
ering dust. Wow! Thank you for 
opening my horizons by about two 
thousand percent! Now | am pleased 
to have a subscription to your maga- 
zine because of the computer infor- 
mation and reviews. Thank you, 
thank you and...thank you. 


And we'd like to thank you for the 
kind sentiments, Steve. It's nice to 
hear from a satisfied customer. 

Regarding your request for an 
article on beat-'em-up games, 
we'll take that into consideration 
for a future issue. For the time 
being, as you mentioned, 
Budokan is something that we 
would recommend. Others that 
our computer-game experts іпате- 
ly, Arnie Katz, Joyce Worley and Bill 
Kunkel) noted were Wide World 
of Sports Boxing (Data East) and 

4-D Boxing (Electronic Arts), as 
well as the fighting scenes in 
Rocket Ranger (Cinemaweare). 
We hope this gets you on track. 

SLIPPED DISC 

Dear VG&CE: 
When | first saw your coverage of 
the Super Famicom, | was aston- 
ished at the detail of the informa- 
tion, which therefore led me to buy 
a Super NES. But now that the 
Mega-CD is out in Japan for the 
Mega Drive, | was expecting a lot of 
the great coverage that your maga- 
zine offers. But when | received your 
latest issue, | was very disappointed 
to see that you had no coverage on 
it whatsoever. So, if you could start 










doing some coverage on the Mega 
Drive CD-ROM, it would really make 
my day. | have also been wondering 
if it will be coming with a game, and, 
if so, what game it will be coming 
with. Also, will it play CD+G discs? 
| also have one final question: 
When will the modem be coming 
out for the Genesis? When the Gen- 
esis first came out, there was a lot of 
talk about it, and then all of a sud- 
den there wasn't a word about it. 
Thank you for taking the time to 
read my questions. By the way, | 
love your magazine. It's the best. 
—Sasan Behnood 
Anaheim, California 


The release of the Super Fam- 
icam was a little different than 
the release of the Mega Drive 
CD Player for a number of rea- 
sons. For one, the SF is а full- 
fledged system, as opposed to a 
peripheral. It was also the first sys- 
tem to be released in a number of 
years from Nintendo, something 
that many people felt was of great 
importance to the video-game 
industry. 

Not to diminish the impact that 
the Mega Drive CD will have on the 
market, but it's an optional регірһег- 
al—and one that, due to its price, 
will appeal to a smaller segment of 
the game-playing community. Also, 
we have a strong editorial commit- 
meant not to cover something too 
early in its existence. А good exam- 
ple is the Atari Panther, а console 
that most people in the industry 
were aware was in development, 
yet ended up being scrapped т 


Letters to be considered for publication | 
should be addressed to Reader Mail, ICTU e S 
9171 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 300, Beverly Hills, 
СА 90210. Letters may be edited for style, 


clarity and space considerations. We regret 





that we cannot respond to all mail received. 
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Тһе Nuke Kid оп 





Get bombarded by three blockbuster 
games in one! 


First, blast into action as Atomic Punk, 
crusader for the invaded world of Atomica. 
Buy and sell your weapons ~~ 

to build up an arsenal 
that's powerful enough 
to blow the raiding 
aliens right off the map! 


Next, dive deep into the 
planet as Bomberman! 
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Atomic Punk's dad is reactivated to root out the 
enemies from the core of Atomica. Gather 
power-ups, bombs and more to make him an 
unstoppable force! 


Finally, challenge your friends to an Atomic Punk 
showdown. Hook up two Game Boys with a 
Game Link cable and watch the sparks fly! Find 
out who's the most explosive kid in town with 
this 2-player action game! 


400 OYSTER РС PORT E BC БІЛТЕ 515 


fe HUDSON SOFT RSE ax 


a e r a rra ride m a a аға Srademarks of Hud ssn aft 
LEA, Ine. Hila Бәй USA, Ine. im a trademark of Нен бой Go. Lid. Nintendo. rar Бон Game Link and 
Ба Oficial Saale are trademark of Nintendo of America Inc. © 1991 Mietendo of Amerios Ina 
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favor of another project. While other 
magazines may concentrate on 
being first, we'd rather be right. 

The same goes for the Mega 
Drive CD Player—or the Sega Gene- 
sis Mega CD, as it will be called 
here. We know as we write this 
(early November) that Sega is 
going to officially announce the 
CD unit at the Summer Con- 
sumer Electronics Show, which 
takes place in Chicago at the 4 
end of May. We haven't 
received firm details on what 
game(s) will be bundled with the 
Sega Genesis Mega CD, how much 
it will cost or when its exact release 
date will be. We expect to get that 
data soon, and, when we do, we'll 
pass it on to our readers. We want 
to fill the pages of VG&CE with 
quality information on products that 
you can pick up in your local store. 
Even with that policy, we have got- 
ten caught writing about things that 
were later scrapped, such as Space 
Invaders for the Game Boy, Mondu's 
Fight Palace for the Genesis (which 
is getting a second chance as 
SlaughterSport from Razor Soft) 
and...the TeleGenesis Modern. 

Seeing that we've mentioned it... 
onto the subject of the famed Tele- 
Genesis Modem, which Sega 
announced so long ago: It appears 
that, for all intents and purposes, 
the modem won't be released in the 
LI. S.—at least, it's not on Sega's list 
of products to be released soon. 
Great name, but.... 


A QUARTER FOR YOUR 
THOUGHTS 

Dear VG&CE: 

Just recently | saw a graphic in 
USA Today. It showed the percent- 
age of quarters that were spent on 
coin-operated amusement machines 
for 1980 and 1990. It showed that, in 
1980, there were more quarters 
being spent on video games than on 
pinball. Іп 1990, the reverse was 
true. | believe that this is due to the 
fact that, in 1980, video games were 
a new, innovative idea that people 
found exciting. 
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| remember clearly the number of 
quarters that | spent in 1980. In 
1990, video games have become the 
same old thing over and over again. 
Even though the video games boast 
very good graphics and sound 
effects, it seems like once you've 
played one, you've played them all. 
For example, The Simpsons has 
some sharp graphics and sound 
effects. It's almost like watch- 
ing the program on TV, but the 
game play is very much like 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. In 
fact, | haven't dropped a single 
quarter in the game. | still like to 
play Space Invaders whenever | find 
the game! 

Pinball has taken an increase in 
the percentage of quarters that are 
spent on amusement devices. This 
is perhaps because the pinball man- 
ufacturers have come up with some 
very innovative designs and ideas in 
pinball. | would like to give my next 
paycheck to meet Steve Ritchie, the 
man behind such classics as High 
Speed and soon-to-be-classics such 
as Terminator 2. (| still play High 
Speed at my campus game room, 
and | just recently purchased High 
Speed for my NES. І enjoy it very 
much.) The only majar gripe | have 
with pinball is some of these 
arcades like to set their machines 
for 504 games, апа you get only 
three balls of play. | don't care 
how innovative a pinball game , 
is, if | have to spend 50¢ to play 






it, | expect five balls of play and а - 


decent free-game score to go for. 
I've played some games where the 
free-game score is set so high that it 
practically requires an act of God to 
get a replay. 
| hope this is of some interest to 
vou and the readers of this fine 
magazine. 
—Steven Konopa 
Westerville, Ohio 


Thanks for the info, Steven, and 
your points are probably correct. 
There are very few video games that 
are “pushing the envelope” with 
regards to innovation—with the 
exception of some of Матсо% and 
Atari's latest, as well as Sega's Time 


Traveler—while pinball has gone 
past rolling score counters and bells 
to animated LED score displays and 
digitized voices on chips. Ав you 
said, Williams' Terminator 2 is about 
as high-tech as it can get, with a pis- 
tol grip instead of a plunger, a mov- 
ing cannon for some bonus shots 
and a ton of Schwarzenegger dia- 
logue. It even has a video game that 
you play on its scoreboard. 

The other reason we see for pin- 
ball's popularity is that the games are 
so kinetic. There's nothing more ex- 
citing than getting multiball and try- 
ing to hit a critical ramp, while keep- 
ing an eye on all three balls at once. 

Thanks for your views, Steven. 
Its something for the game makers 
to consider when they are deciding 
the future of video games. 


A CABLE OF А 
DIFFERENT COLOR 

Dear VG&CE: 

Somewhere in one of your maga- 
zines way long ago, | came across a 
discussion about the Sega Genesis 
being capable of being attached to 
an RGB monitor. My question is, is 
this also true of the Super NES? If 

so, how? That way | don't have to 

obtain a TV. 
Great mag. Keep it up! 
—Jeremy Pyhala 
Rindge, New Hampshire 


According to Nintendo and the 
documentation that comes with the 
Super NES, there are no plans for 
an RGB cable for the system. Cur- 
rently, you can use either the RF 
cable or video/stereo audio cable 
that comes with the console, or 
order (for $19.95 and $2 shipping 
and handling) a cable that outputs 
in Super VHS format. There 15 talk 
of an RGB cable out of Japan, but 
nothing has surfaced to date. 

In the meantime, we'll set our 
experts to the task of seeing if it's 
possible to get RGB output from the 
SNES, even as a modification 
(though it will likely void your war- 
ranty). We'll post the information in 
a future VG&CE, if it can be done. & 
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00 SOME MOONLIGHTING 
AS A GRIME FIGHTER. 


Night falls like a black shroud over Metro City, and the 
ancient Egyptian villain Sutekh goes to work. And so do you. 
For you are the mysterious, unknown hero who lurks in the 
corners, melts into the shadows, and rules the darkness. 
You are Nightshade for the NES' м 

Infiltrate one hundred of the citys most seedy recesses 
while chasing thieves, thugs and muggers you must squeeze 
for clues, or destroy. Question dangerous characters, and 
hunt for hidden objects like force gloves and energy domes. 
All essential for survival as you fend off the hired assassins 
hot on your tail. 

Follow Sutekhs trail of treachery too closely and you'll be 
figuring out how to escape the jackal pit, the human printing 
press, the closing wall of spikes, and other traps. Use your 
powers of intellect and keep your eyes open and your ШЗ 
alert. Or you'll no longer control the 
night, you'll be consumed by it. 
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Ken Norton, Heavyweight Champion 1878; George Foreman. Heavyweight Champion 


1873-74; Larry Holmes, Heavyweight Champion, 1878-85; Joe Frazier Heavyweight Champion, 


4970-73, Muhammad Ali, Heavyweight Champion, 1964-67, 1974-76, 1976-78, 


E1981 NEC Technologies, Inc. Champions Forever Basing gare C TEE Distinctio Software, Inc- Champara Forsvar ED ЗВЕНЕ Champions Forever inc. André Panra Kick Bong 


детте ӘЛЕ Puture-Lorice!, Andri Pence Kick Boxing screen erîargad Torn dete 


Ali, Norton, Holmes, Frazier and Foreman are 
ready to pound your face...er, thumb. You can be them 
or battle them. Each champ looks and fights like the 
real thing. Ali floats like a butterfly and stings like a 
bee. Foreman puts his weight into devastating round- 
house punches. 

Taunt them if you've got the guts. Move and fab, 
or go toe-to-toe and rearrange their faces with nose 
bloodying hooks, jaw shattering uppercuts, and rib- 
cracking body shots. Block punches or clinch to protect 
yourself. Between round closeups show each boxer's 
facial damage. 

li exhibition matches arent enough for you, fight 


an entire 15-year career. Crush these five formidable 


boxing greats and FOW! youre a champion forever. 


Нам : CHAMPION 


Come out swinging but don't hit the guy in the tux. 


CHAMPIONS 
FOREVER 


He's lean. He's mean. Нез André Panza and he's 





out for blood. Every move he makes is from digitized 
film footage from his greatest kicks and punches. So 
youre not fighting some namby pamby, make-believe 
video kick boxing creep. Youre duking it out with the 
master, 3-time World Віск Boxing Champion André 
Panza. 

If youre not ready for Panza, whip yourself inta 
shape with training and conditioning sessions. Then 


battle through the ranks of В international champions. 
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Over 40 mind-blowing punches and kicks allow you to 
customize your assault. Once you ve honed and sharpen- 
ed your moves, take on Panza himself for the ultimate 
kick boxing challange. 

бо what are you waiting for? Chicken? Then get 
Champions Forever Boxing and André Panza Kick 


Boxing and start rearranging some faces with your thumb. 





AVENE mt: oye A Ми, BEDRE, Electronics Eouticua, hdcebgoarneny 
Word, Software Etc. McOutf Electronics, VideoConcepts, Sears 


Catalog, Weldensoftweare and other leading retaiera. 


For information on theses games, call ce TocbeTemm of 1-900-FUN-TOIE The fire dO aeaconda are free. Bae per minua Ergal cer maaimcm BG pen сай, Get your parece 


багтаан Trak. 
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Whenever | get to Blackhorn in. 
BS | Ü the NES game Astyanax, | beat him 
а ven the best player ЕН once, but run out of magic and. 
| З E | barely һауе апу energy to finish t the 
rj level. Are thi ere any shortcuts? Also, | 
are e there any passwords besides 
| the e level select? - | ^ ке 
дате пом апа | | | |. One nore. thing, whenever I | 
Ж | _ push U, U, D, ы В апа 1) during the | 
ay | | | title. screen for invincibility, mothing | | 
again, but where can you turn 4 | | happens. . ls this th right. code or is 
| $ | there something. wrong v with my | 
for help? VIDEOGAMES & Com- an 7 | game? And т which ı part of the title | 
5 | | ТЕЙ screen аге you supposed to oe it? (а 
| ES rea e ora fes Д an апо " 
| PUTER ENTERTAINMENT has [rs ар” ere А, UE ) 2x, : mm Ұй TM Wes Kings Mountain, och | Carolina | 


As you approach Blackhorn, \ 


| WLE trouble with a 


designed Tip Sheet to give 


ы : | | È stone idols that have various items i 
| you, the reader, answers to | within them. Тһе first one, which 


pear only. after you pass i 
going to the. right, contains a 
| уу Vor Que weapon. power-up. "if you have the 
| | З dif EHE ах, don't get this, but if you have 
| defeat the end boss on this ЕЕЕ ишин tha spear, | make. sure | и { get | it. Ba 
th Merl! | EM рт TI ЕЗ | sically, you don't want the spear at 
$H H | this point. The second stone ‘idol | 
сы contains а blue. life potion. . Do. not | 
PE № == "EUM EST get this. as you pass by the first 1 
where, but | can't find the blue | Baki | time. When you reach i Blackhorn, 
ib я E | | | you'll. be given. full. life and magic, : 
280 2 this v would bea waste. The e third 
| stone. idol contains. а power s Sup- 
= 1 y—you c can get this if you | want to. 
j When you begin fighting Black- 1 
horn n, immediately move to o the left i 


| questions such as, "How do | 





level?" or, “I've looked every- 


vase." So if you're having a 


problem on a game, write to 


a ores ee 
| | a A— ! statue: then un- 
us, and our group of experts Бл Е T ГЕ ВИ ry "caver ie Ole у | 


| ІШ зерт e 1 dt yet. You can stand т п place а ап! d 
ui VAR] | ГІШ + [ы FHH turn back and forth as Blackhorn ap- 
will do: everyming thay cante ЕЗ | В 5 4 EE н pears. Once you defeat Blackhorn, | 

T | нета 3 1. E E E уои N walk to the right of the screen. | 
solve it. Send your letters to: | | оты. Pen Ed As yi you pass over the blue potion, А 
: C d г: you'll get full life back. Since you 
5 didn’ t use any magic, your magic | 
A gauge also. will be intact. 


| г. ит ал 


at er за For invineibility you must press | | 


— U, U, U, U, D, L, В, U and then. 


Jao ERNE E 


PF Шыға LEES = . СЕ : 
VG&CE, = z B PUSH START BUTTON across the 
ret UNI ! screen. 
‘9171 Wilshire Blvd., 


Suite 300 
Beverly Hills, СА 90210 


Attn: Tip Sheet 
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Kuros: Visions of Power’ 


When Kuros last did battle with the evil wizard Malkil atop Icetire 
Mountain, he raised his IronSword in triumph...or so he thought. 

Without warning, а powerful bolt of masie robbed Kuros of his armour, 
memory, and honor. Bur now, the distant presence of evil stirs in his mind, 
leading him COR UTOR once fair city of едир, where the villainous sont of 
МКИ now reigns: 

Without his armour, Kuros will need crafty disguises to travel undetected, 
ready to do battle as wizard, nobleman or thief. From the gloomy depths of the 
dungeon to the palace containing riches beyond beliet...che time has come for 
Kuros to turn his vistons of power into reality! 


Kuros the Knight Warrior 
wields his mighty Silver- 
Sword in the face of danger. 





Togive Malkil a taste of his 
own medicine, Kuros must 
master the craft of wizardry. 





Kuros, disguised as a 
thief, moves secretly 
through Piedup. 






Б То ЕЕЕ creatures of the 
underworld stand between f 
«d Kuros and his ultimate battle. 


Wizards & Warriors Г”. Kurs, Visions 
ol Power™, lIronSword ^, Ma and 
Acta" are trademarks 01 Acclaim 
Entertainment, Inc. All rights reserved 
, Nintendo”. komendo Entertainment 
"^. System™ and the official seals are 
v lii dêra rhs of Mii bereda of Amenca lec, 
\ 451991 Reclaim Entertainment, Inc 
All rights reserved 
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x DEM МОИ уу 42 [TZ TT 


виза г FEE Гат | E: = 2: z тен тан ЖАЗУ | lve owned Hellfire for ППУ 


сы 


Genesis for almost two 
months and | still cannot get 
past Level 6 on “easy.” | des- 
perately need help because 
this game is driving me crazy. 
| would appreciate any codes, 
tips—anything. Would the 
codes for a Japanese version 
of a game still work on an 
шшш American version? 
И —Javan Bradshaw 
Scarborough, Ontario, 
Canada 





pa n en / 
Бре My first suggestion would 
m be to play this game with the 
Power Stick or something 
with auto-fire on it. You will 
find auto-fire helps. 
| То get by the three mini-bosses, you need to know the best 
PEEL Bag place to shoot from on-screen. 
E : For the first mini-boss, try to work your way around to the 
top so you can fire onto its roof. 
• Оп the second mini-boss, shoot it right in the "nose" for the 
easy kill. 
“ For the third mini-boss, try to get above the ship and fire 
down on top of it. 
e And for the final end boss, уси"! need to shoot its head 
when it drops its shield. 
























When | bought my Mega Drive over- 
seas, | thought it was compatible with 
Genesis and Mega Drive cartridges. It 
worked fine with games from both sys- 
| tems until | bought the game Budokan | 
ЕЙ from Electronic Arts. It didn't work, so | 
ЕЙ took it back to the store. They tried the 
В game, and it worked fine. | was wonder- 

8 ing if you could tell me what is wrong and 
B what Il can do to correct it. Thank you. 
4 —En Jang Hsu 
Covina, California 


| purchased the NES game The Immortal, and have passed all the 
levels without problem, until now. | am now in the seventh level, and | 
have no idea what to do against the dragon. | have found the hidden 
trapdoor and have all the items | need: blink, fire protection, magnetic | 
hands, statue, the amulet and 200 gold pieces. | have tried using them | 
| іп several orders without success. The most that | have done is to | 
| make a small, red wizard appear 
оп the ledge above me. | would 
appreciate it if, in one of your 
next issues, you would print the 
answer to my question. 
—Daryn Murphy 
Palm Harbor, Florida 































Sega recently told us they modified 
the Genesis, and that three games (that 
we know of right now) do not work оп 
the new Genesis: Budokan, Populous | : 
and Zany Golf. It's possible that this will №8 When you have used all iUe 
| also include Accolade/Ballistix games i Links, walt for him to breathe 

| and Mega Drive games; any game that MEM fir s Б you for the Saran sore 
l doesn't have the Sega of America Seal of № but, at the last minute, switch to 
Approval stands a good chance of not j ihe fire protection spell, then 
| working. = immediately use the amulet. 

If you own а Mega Drive and the MEM "ORO IO UP IO Г light, DE 
game doesn't work, we have no idea № read it. Be careful on the sev- | 


what to tell you. Unfortunately, when БЕН enth breath, because the dragon 


1% НЕШЕ | 
| 3 І do a double pump before it 

ou buy an import system, there is по EB "И" 

А у Р Y EM actually breathes fire. Now 


guarantee that it will work with American гы E | | 
game carts. ЕЕ. you re ready to fight Mordamir. 
ид 


а 
a LO -e b i 
ج‎ e 


When you first go against the | 
dragon, use the blink spell. 
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DE Эми or your NES” For Simpsons" antics on the go, join 4 
: 52 : 


Homer has his hands full vacationing 
at the Krusty Sphinx but maybe 
Bartman can save the day in 

"Bart vs. the World" 


“НО. I's all-out mayhem around the for your NES! 


as Burns and Smithers try to 


Nave the Simpsons. Save the World ... Keep 


кєр DAD 

A | | fis B һ ial 
BARTMAN IA plans ure has sone ec 
ALIVE! in "Escapa from Camp Deadly" 


Гог Game Boy! 








Only Bart can save Springfield from 
the alien invasion in "Bart vs. the 
opaca Mutants” for your NES! 


| IN = 
/ m 
rà 


каны ыы e 
епізгісіптетлі, ine. 





LICENSED BY 


The Simson" TM & C 159] Teeenlirth Century Fox Fm Corporation. All rights esere. ee г” Nintendo Entertaiment Spstem®, Game Boy? and the oflicial seals me edema hs ed Mistenda ol America lec, Acclaim is a ірдізінігі 
trademark of Acclalm Enlertainmest, Inc. C 199) Асана Enlelainmess, не All НЫЕ reserved 
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COMPILED BY 
JOYCE WORLEY 


NEC Shows PC 
Engine Duo at 
Winter CES 

In a bold move, NEC 
Technologies displayed its 
combined 16-bit video- 
game system and CD-ROM 
unit at the Las Vegas Win- 
ter Consumer Electronics 
Show. Introduced to the 
Japanese public last 
September, the PC Engine 
Duo is an upgraded hybrid 
unit of NEC's PC Engine 
(the Japanese TurboGrafx- 
16) and CD-ROM player. 

The CD-ROM unit built 
into the "Duo" has four 
times the memory capacity 
of the currently available 
CD-ROM, allowing disc- 
based games to have unin- 
terrupted play action. 

Software for the Duo is 
already under development 
in the U.S., and current 
owners of the TurboGrafx- 
CD player will be given the 
opportunity to upgrade 
their systems with a low- 
priced, expanded-memory 
chip card. 
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The Duo is expected to 
be available in the U.S. as 
early as next fall, while an 
upgrade card for Turbo- 


| Grafx-CD owners may be | 


available by this spring. 


Sega Sues Accolade 

Legal troubles continue 
to plague the video-game 
software community. The 
latest action pits Sega En- 


terprises Ltd. in a lawsuit | 
| against Accolade, The suit 


alleges that Accolade, 
under its Ballistix line of 16- 
bit video-game software, 
developed and distributed 
Sega Genesis products that 


infringe on proprietary | 


trademarks. 

Accolade responded by 
dismissing the claims as 
being “frivolous, without 
merit and in some cases 
facetious.” According to 
Alan Miller, president and 
CEO of Accolade: “Yester- 


day's announcement is yet 


another attempt by Sega to 


| force Accolade into agree- 
| ing to what amounts to a 


non-negotiable, third-party 
licensing arrangement. Our 


position on this issue 1$ | 










firm, and we do | 
not intend to | 
allow this suit 


| to prevent Accolade from 
continuing to bring its high- | 


est-quality, best-selling 
products to retailers and to 
consumers." 

Miller went on to say: 
"We have never claimed to 
be a licensee of Sega, and 


| we do not believe our pack- 


aging suggests that we 


| are.... Accolade needs no 


endorsement from Sega tà 
sell its products." 


Sega and Razor 
Soft Settle 


Sega of America and its | 


parent company, Sega En- 
terprises Ltd. of Tokyo, an- 
nounced settlement of the 


pending lawsuits between | 


them and Razor Soft Inter- 
national and its sub- 
sidiaries, Razor Soft Inc., 
Software X-Change Inc. 


and Punk Development Inc. 
Under terms of the agree- 
ment, Razor Soft will con- 
tinue to be an authorized, 
Sega third-party publisher. 
Razor Soft's president, 
Kyle Shelly, acknowledged 
that the company had used 
copyrights, trademarks and 
trade dress without ap- 
proval when it initially re- 
leased units of StormLord. 
"The advantages of the 
Sega Genesis system are 
now well understood 
by the trade and con- 


ІШІ. | sumers alike, and we 


are confidently prepar- 
ing for the release of 
our upcoming titles for 
the Sega Genesis," 
Shelly said. 

Shinobu Toyoda, 
executive vice-presi- 
dent of Sega of America, 
had this to say: "The swift 
resolution of this matter 
should be to the benefit of 
all companies involved. 
Sega's continued relation- 
ship with Razor Soft and 
our 23 other authorized 
third-party software pub- 
lishers will continue to 
strengthen the leadership 
position of the Sega Gen- 
esis system. Sega's third- 
рагу program ensures 
the continued develop- 
ment of a wealth of inno- 
vative games." 


Filter Protects Eyes 
From VDT Glare 
Optical Coating Labora- 

tory Inc. has introduced a 

new slip-on monitor shield 

that promises to protect 
computer users from glare 


VIDEOGAMES & COMPUTER ENTERTAINMENT 


(And maybe afew of | 
your friends, too!) 


Here's your chance to wipe the smiles off those 
annoying happy faces once and for all! In 
FaceBall 2000, “Have a Nice Day” takes on a 
whole new meaning— in first-person perspec- 
tive, with 3D graphics and 360° maneuvering! 








And we mean ita! | 
FaceBall 2000 is a new Ж 
virtual reality game. қа 
You don’t just see your | 
WATCH OUT! 7 Tha өту loot Aappyi character, you ae your 
character. Feel like you're actually inside your 
Game Boy as you move through CyberScape's more 
than 70 treacherous mazes — or the Arena, in fast- 
paced rounds of high-tech combat. 






Bring your friends along! | х 

Sure. You сап take оп the Smiloids alone: 

But with your Game Link" cable or Four 

Player Adapter, those faces can belong to More than four 
your friends! Play one-on-one, two a 
against two, or free-for-all! Adapter! 


Don’ t miss your Е to a up to 055 back with our multiplay er rebate! You'll find 

all the info inside your FaceBall 2000 package when you open it up for the game of your 
life! But hurry. Some of your friends might be buying FaceBall 2000 right now. If they 
get in too much practice without you, the smile that gets wiped might be your own! 


FACERALL Uum 
А whole new way to get into your Game Boy. 


Bullet-Proof Software + 8337 154th Ave. N.E. + Redmond, WA 98052 © (206) 861-9200 
Face Ball 2000 is a crademark of Bullet: Proof Software, Пас. Used wader autherization. ©1791 Жапы Software БҮХ, lnc, АШ righ 
reserved. Crennal gare and dexign ©1987. Dienbured under beçare fram Kanth Software РУХ, Inc. Game Boy, Crasse Link and 
Fos: Player Арест arc trademarks of intendo of America Гас. СПЯ inteso of America Inc. 
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апа electric-field radiation. 
The Glare/Guard Universal 
Profile fits most 12- to 15- 
inch monitors and reduces 
glare by up to 99%. 


The new design includes 


a flexible lip and conforms 
to the monitor, sealing out 
light and dust, to provide a 
customized look. The opti- 
cally coated glass filter is 
said to improve contrast, 
resolution and viewability, 
while helping to reduce 
eyestrain, headaches and 
blurred vision. Glare/Guard 
Universal Profile models 
start at $69.95. 

Optical Coating 

Laboratory Inc. 

2789 Northpoint Parkway 

Santa Rosa, СА 95407 

(707) 545-6440. 


Spectrum 
HoloByte Joins 
"Mirtuality" Group 

Spectrum HoloByte has 
entered into an agreement 
with Horizon Entertainment 
and W Industries to form a 
new software publishing 
firm. The new entity, Cyber- 
studio, will create software 
for the Virtuality Entertain- 
ment System, manufac- 
tured in the United King- 
dom by W Industries and 
distributed in the U.S. by 
Horizon (a division of Edi- 
son Brothers Stores Inc., of 
St. Louis). 

Virtuality is a location- 
based entertainment sys- 
tem that puts the arcade 
gamer into a computer- 
generated 3-D world with 
stereoscopic depth vision, 
quadraphonic sound and 
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| nouncement, Breder- 
| bund revealed that the | 





360-degree action. Players 


sit or stand inside the Virtu- 
| ality unit, equipped with 


special headsets, gloves 


| and joysticks, and compete 


either against the 
computer or each 


tems will be placed 
in mall locations, 
and cost of play is 
expected to be $1 
per minute, with a 


three minutes. 





==] Byte plans to mod- 
ify and enhance existing 
software for the high-tech 
system and to develop orig- 
inal titles, including its own 


Falcon 3.0 and Avenger A- | 


10. The first of the new 


games is expected to be 


ready in early 1993. 


Broderbund Plans 
Public Offering; 
Extends Maxis’ 

Agreement 
Braderbund Software 
has filed a registration 
statement with the Securi- 


| ties and Exchange Commis- 


sion, and plans an initial 


| public offering of common 


stock. Over 3 million shares 
will be offered in the initial 
filing, at an estimated price 
of $8.50 to $11 per share. 

In a separate an- В 


original three-year af- |^ 
filiated agreement 
with Maxis has been 
extended through 


| February 1993. Under | # 


this agreement, Brød- | | 


other. Virtuality sys- | 


game taking about 


Spectrum Holo- | 


erbund handles all sales 
and distribution of Maxis 
software, which includes 
the company's hit titles | 
SimCity, SimEarth and 
SimAnt. 


Atari Ships Deluxe 
Lynx, Announces 
Plans for '92 

Atari has shipped a 
deluxe Lynx entertainment 
package designed to retail | 
for $129.99. The value price 
includes the Lynx game 
unit, AC adapter, ComLynx | 
communications cable for 
multiplayer hookups, carry- 
ing pouch and California 
Games cartridge. The com- 
pany has warned that there 
will only be a limited num- 
ber of the specially priced 
packs available. After they 
are gone, the Lynx will con- 
tinue to sell for $99.99 for 
| the base unit, or $149.99 for 
| the full system. | 

The company has also 
revealed plans to ship over 
60 additional cartridges in 
1992, including sports 
| games such as World Class 
Soccer, Hockey, NFL Foot- 
ball, Baseball Heroes, Mal- | 
ibu Bikini Volleyball and 
Basketbrawl. Nonsports ti- 
tles include Lemmings, 
Shadow of the Beast, Drac- 
ula and Da 


SSS gorT 





























































Access LINKS: 
Windows & MPC 
Access Software has un- 

Veiled two new versions of 
its LINKS The Challenge of 
Golf program, to provide 
top-level golf for Windows 


| users and for Multimedia 


PC. The Windows version 
uses separate windows for 
swinging, scoring and top 
view, and supports all Win- 
dows modes from 640 x 
480 16 colors and up. The 
Multimedia PC LINKS takes 
advantage of the storage 
capacity of CD-ROM, and 
adds video and audio data 
to make the golfing experi- 





ence even more realistic. 
Some of the new options 
include flybys of each hole 
and tours of the course. 

Access also premiered a 
new championship course 
disk, Dorado Beach, the fa- 
mous Puerto Rican golf 
course, and it has indicated 
that there will be five addi- 
tional courses introduced 
during 1992. 

Access celebrated the 
sale of the 100,000th copy of 
LINKS in September 1991, 
marking the tenth month of 
the program's life. 


Sierra Extencds 
Customer Support 
Hours 

Sierra currently has ex- 
tended customer service 
hours for this busy season. 
The new hours began De- 
cember 1, 1991, and will be 
in effect through March 31, 
1992. They are: Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 9 
p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Pacific Standard Time. 
The Sierra Hot Line number 
is (209) 683-8989. 


continued on page 26 
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_ Mega Man 4. 
Like Nothing Before 





ia 
Crash the party at Dr Тым Man will hare you Rise іп mew heigl with the 
Соз Аз citadel, hopping. Balloon adapter 


©1992 CAPCOM USA, ГЫС. Nintendo asd Nistendo Entertaiament 
Sy SLE E аге тасыса ir ks of Nintendo of ESET, [Ine 
For mere i&foremalion call (408) T27-04441 
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New Enemies like Dr. Cossack. Cruel! 
New Weapons like the Mega Buster. “Devastating!” 
New Robots like Toad 
Man and Skull Man. 
"апалу" Devices like 
Balloon adapters and 
Grappling hooks. Handy! 
Get Mega Man 4— 
The rest were just 
warm-ups. "Really!" 
Licensed by Nintendo" for Play on the 


yl its. LI i 


| 1 | г П 

| | ] | | | | | Г j 
] | 1 | | | [ | i ғ 
] | j 


— m; ОГА EACH ISSUE PACKED WITH: — 
Ж Ww * Game Strategies 

















Ж *Hot New Information | | 

 *Turbo Tips x Reviews 

22 чє *New Game Previews 
| FI gre EN LT. ONES | С f uc ; р Р зне ү ) fi: 3er 
b nuo a- NE 














6 Issues ciliis 


AE ١ | ind | 7 са В 
— — ie A THING Ет 
ЕЗ. 

| 6215 6 GAME? 
i. ^— м 


CX ту 1 BONE COMES OUTER 
Ed HIDING rom A SEQUEL 


—— а YURBOP: og at 
ен а Takes roo 
М N | меч mo 


— 


% i 
а = Ра o 


i س‎ = == 


ga ct ж — = 


= orth Turbo -16 ve е 





V ғғ rerem = et rA тн Um | ыы еш. E I F 
E : ih Р --ж-- Ba ا‎ - EEUU TAI —- %- meii е E. E і 
NENNT ылы - m. e male Мы EL m ӨМ mu mw = EE Е iain теті ETC E z 





қыны алі ды ақы A ea mL, 0 


п шш EN шш шш гыш OS ыш гыш КЕН Ме: МӘН ЫШ мән Мен Мән (mm Мен мын тын отт сөн шт тш жә жә чыш = = ЕЕ Е ЕЕ шш ыш: шш Б ышы ышы ишы ышы ишы ишы ишы ышы шшш ишы ишш ын ыш шын шы шы шш шы НЕБЕ пыш жы ын пыш пыш Е = Е" т = ен Е птш cem cem юш юш шы c m === = ШШШ Шы Шш em шш шош шы шш ға ш ға шы ша шы Ба Бы ш шы пш иш иш SS тн тн Cmm um Мен | 


Mall То: TurboPlay Subscriptions, 9171 Wilshire Blvd., 
Suite 300, Beverly Hills, CA 90210 


Lye Name 
Address 
City/State/Zip 
ПРаутепі Enclosed-Charge My UVisa ПМС 
Exp. 


Name 
Address 
City/State/Zip 


(Limit one issue per name. Please send orignal coupon 





+ 





only—no photocopies accepted.) signature С 
HEC and TurboGralx-18 аге registered trademarks of ОМЕТ BACK ON UNMAILED | IF ATI 1, Make checks payable to LFP. Inc Foralgn add $10 
МЕС Technologies (U. S.A.) Inc. per үят Your first sine a arrive in 18 B weeks. WATCH FOR IT! 
OFFER EXPIRES APRIL 28, 1992 Caklomia Residents Add В.25% Sales Tax. CMOAW 


KS SS БӘ: БӘ Бы шы шы шш шы шш шш шш шш иш тшш шш тин шн шт шт шг шт аин ин d c | 












lose your eyes and imagine the perfect golf course. Whether you conjure 

up an image of a real-life, world famous course or visualize а 
championship course of your own design - if you can dream it, you can play 
it with Greg Norman's GOLF POWER. Our exclusive Course Designer with 
battery back-up allows you to customize your own 18-hole championship 
course and then save it in memory. 


GOLF POWER challenges you with: 


Multiple putting and driving ranges 
Amateur, Pro-Am, and Professional levels of play 
Practice, Matchplay and Strokeplay with single and team 
play options (up to four players! 
On-screen ability to control your swing, for a game 
that demands more skill than luck. 
Changing wind and weather conditions 


Create a dream course, play one of the pre-set courses 
in England, Scotland, the USA or Japan, or rejoin 
a saved game right where you left off. 


Just like the great White Shark, you'll need total 
concentration, strategy and control to make the 
leader board. 









COMING SPRING 1992! 


Golf Power™ is a trademark of Virgin Games, Inc. 
© 1981 Virgin Games, Inc. and 
Gremlin Graphics Software Ltd. All rights reserved. 
= Virgin isa iei trademark of HE da mie Ltd. 
| | =: intendo and Nintendo Entertainment System are registered trademarks 
ü A М Е 5 of Nintendo of America Inc. 


For pricing and orders, please call S-VRG-INO. Visa, Mastercard, Amentan Express, and checks accepted. 








continued from page 22 


Brgderbund Living Books. 
These products are early- 
reading storybooks sparked 
with extensive sound and 
animation. The first title in 
| the 


Cabinet Brings 
Arcade Style Home 

Upstart Devices has in- 
troduced an arcade-style 
cabinet for video games 
that promises to make 
home play more 
fun. The Upstart 
Cabinet works with 
either the Sega 
Genesis or NES, 
and provides a 
control panel; 
with quality joy- 


series is Mercer 
Mayer's Just Grand- 
ma and Me. The 
interactive book 
stars "Little Crit- 
ter" and Grandma 





active animations 
and a soundtrack 


on a visit to the | 
beach, with inter- | 


Computer 
Companies Offer 
Lotto Luck 

They don't guarantee 
you will win, but at least 
two software manufactur- 
ers are betting they can im- 
prove your chances. Soft- 


ware that helps would-be | 


lotto winners pick their 
numbers is available, but 
let the buyer be aware that 
there are no promises of a 
sure thing. 

Capstone's Lotto Gold— 


player to record bets. И 
comes with an audio tape 
that provides tips and 
strategies. The Daily Num- 
ber Buster Version 2.0 (IBM 
PC) claims to be the world's 
most comprehensive lot- 
tery software for three- and 
four-digit daily number 
games and daily deal 
games. lt will produce 
every possible four-number 
ticket combination, and it 
can also accommodate 
boxed bets. 


sticks and but- 
tons that plug 
into the home 
system's jacks. It 
will accommo- 
date a 19- or 20- 
inch TV monitor, 
and also pro- 
vides storage space for 
the system, peripherals ana 
games. The monitor is held 
at an upward-tilted angle, 
similar to the angle of most 
arcade games. 

The laminated particle- 
board cabinet stands 56” 
and comes with all needed 
cables and hookups for 
about $500. 

Upstart Devices 

Р. О. Box 2062 

San Jose, CA 95109 

(408) 295-9414 


Carmen, Living 
Books Make 
CD-ROM Debut 

Breéderbund introduced 
two new CD-ROM titles. 
New for 1992 is the deluxe 
edition of Where in the 
World Is Carmen San- 
diego? for Multimedia PCs. 
The game has been ex- 
panded for CD-ROM fram 
the original program, and 
now features traditional 
and folk music for each lo- 
cation, 130 digitized photos 
of 60 countries (many pro- 
duced from National Geo- 
graphic Society slides), 
hundreds of new anima- 
tions and over 3,000 clues. 

The company also intro- 
duced the first in a series of 
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that consists of 
characters that 
speak, special 
audio effects and 
music. The child 
chooses to hear or 
play in English, 
Spanish or Japan- 
ese, and uses point- 


and-click technology to ex- | 


plore the story. 


Buyers Guide 
Packs Games 
With Book 

The latest wrinkle in 
computer gaming books 
now includes a book 
packed with software disks. 
Dvorak's Guide to PC 


Games, by John C. Dvorak | 


and Peter Spear (Bantam, 


416 pages, plus two 5.25- | 


inch disks, 529,95), contains 
a quide to what's commer- 
cially available in games, 
information on how to get 
free (shareware) games, 
hints and tips, and lots of il- 
lustrations. Programs on 
the enclosed disks include 
seven shareware games 


and four utilities, including | 


The Boss Key (turns a 
game screen into a spread- 
sheet), Digital Lava Lamp 
(some fancy kaleidoscopic 
effects for VGA graphics 
card users), a screen saver 
and a menu system. 
There's some learned com- 
mentary on hardware, lots 
of advice and information, 
and a good rationale if you 


ever get caught playing | 


games on the boss' time. 


lotteries, as | 


| and Macintosh) tracks lotto 





Entertainment On-Line 
РО. Box 553 
Westborough, МА 01581 
(508) 898-9398 


The Ultimate Lottery Anal- 
ysis Program ($49.95 for 
the IBM PC) analyzes win- 
ning lottery numbers, 
charts and prints trends, 
picks and wheels numbers, 
and manages lottery pools. 
It comes programmed with 
winning numbers from 38 | 
state and regional lotteries, 
then provides methods for 
analyzing the numbers and 
making predictions of hot 
or due numbers, pairs and | 
triples. The anal- 
ysis techniques 


Captain America, 
Star Trek Hit 
Arcades 

Data East is counting on 

a lineup of heroes to make 
its most recent pay-for- 
play machines into hits. 
The company's four-player 
video game, Captain Amer- 
d and the Avengers, 
features Marvel 
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are varied, rang- У сееш superheroes 
ing from histori- | Captain Amer- 
cal probabilities ica, гоп Man, 
through numerous о Hawkeye and 


Vision in battles 
against such 


other systems, in- 
cluding bio- 
rhythms, 
| Ching 

numer - 
ology 
and lots more. 
It accommo- 
dates Pick 3 
and Pick 4 


well as Pick’ 
5, 6 and 7 
number games. 

Capstone 

14202 SW 136th St. 

Miami, FL 33186 

(305) 252-9040 

Entertainment On-Line 
has two number crunchers. 
The Complete Lottery 
Tracker & Wheeler Version | 
4.0 ($49.95 for the IBM PC 


games, includes analysis 
capabilities and allows the 
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Ф THE CULTURE BRAIN LINE-UP 
SUPER BASEBALL SIMULATOR 1,000™ 


BASEBALL SIMULATOR 1,000", NES" BEST SPORTS GAME РОЯ 1990, IS UPGRADED AND 
13 BACK FOR THE SNES'", IT HAS MANY NEW FEATURES. THE FOLLOWING ARE JUST A 
РЕМ EXAMPLES. 


Look at these incredible features of "Super Baseball 
Simulator 1,000 "' ! 
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Villains ав Ultron, Мап- 
darin and the Grim Reaper, 
who make up the team 
backed by Red Skull. This 
archvillain has enslaved 
other super-villains to 
take over the world 


through five stages of | 


scrolling action combat. 
The company has also 
introduced the Star Trek 
25th Anniversary Pinball, 
which features an interac- 
tive "fire photon torpedo" 
button to shoot flying 
spaceships and a special ef- 
fect transporter that beams 


up the crew. Additionally, | 
the pinball boasts the well- | 
known theme music, às | 


well as speeches by Scotty 
and Dr. McCoy. 


Party Zone 
Uses Talking Head 
and Dancing 
Dummy 

Today's pinball ma- 
chines offer more than just 
spinning balls and multi- 
million-point scoring. Party 
Zone, from Bally/Midway, 
stars a talking head, Cap- 
tain В. Zarr, as host and 
D.J., a pop-up Supersonic 
Robotic Comic and a danc- 
ing dummy that jiggles and 
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bobs dur- 
ing the Party Zone's 
dance contest. 
Designed Dy 
Dennis Mordman 
and Greg Freres 
(who worked on 
Elvira and The Party Mon- 
sters and Dr. Dude & His 
Excellent Ray), the new pin 
is said to follow the humor- 
ous style of Gilligan's Is- 
land, which ranks as one of 


this company's all-time | 


best-sellers. 


Sound Advice for 
Computerists 


Ad Lib Inc. unveiled an | 


SCSI Adapter Kit for its Ad 
Lib Gold 1000 sound board, 
to make it possible for 
users to add interfacing ca- 
pabilities for a CD-ROM 
drive. According to a com- 
pany spokesman, the pig- 
gyback module clips onto 
the Ad Lib Gold 1000 and 
does not require a slot. It 


comes with software, in- | 


stallation program and a 
flat cable for an internal 
CD-ROM drive. 


Covox has released The | 
Overlord, a software prod- | 


uct that makes all Covox 
devices compatible with 
other sound boards. It con- 
tains upgrade programs 
and device drivers for the 
company's line of products, 
and it actually endows 
some devices with capabili- 
ties they didn't have previ- 





ously. For example, with 
The Overlord, the Covox 
Sound Master I! and Voice 
Master products can play 
back all CMS Sound Blaster 
digitized sound files. The 
new device is included free 


with all Covox products, | 
and present owners | 


can download it free 
‚ of charge from the 
ge Covox BBS; phone 
A (503) 342-4135, ог 
ЕЙ receive it for ship- 
ping costs by calling 
Covox directly. 
Walt 
| Computer Soft- 
M ware entered an 
| agreement with 
Phoenix Technol- 
ogy to make Disney 
sound technology available 
to over 250 PC manufactur- 
ers. The Disney Sound 
source will be integrated 
into the system design of 
desktop and lap top com- 
puters from the companies 
that license it, either as a 
circuit schematic, in chip 


format ог as a plug-and- | 


play end-user device. 


Tokens Get Fancy, 
Court Collectors 
Tokens, those money- 

substitute coins used in 
many play-for-pay palaces, 
will be fancier and more or- 
namental. At a recent in- 





dustry showcase, most of 
the coin minters revealed 
plans for super-ornamental 
tokens that would have 
special appeal to the play- | 
ers. The object is to attract 


Disney | 





token collectors to pur- 
chase, then save, the coin 
substitutes. 

Mevada Coin Mart has 
introduced a new product 
line called the Kaleidocolor. 
The company applies a 
coating to the metal token, 
then adds a clear covering 
for depth and mixes color 
shades for the client's spe- 
cial needs. Custom designs 
further personalize the 
coins, making them attrac- 
tive souvenirs. 


Top Coin-Ops of 
October 1991 
Figures courtesy of 
HeFlay magazine, based on 
an earnings-opinion poll of 
operators. 


Best Upright Videos 

. Steel Talons by Atari 

. Wrestlefest» by Technos 

. Road Riot by Atari 

. Race Drivin’ by Atari 

. Steel Gunner by Namco 

. Final Lap 2 by Namco 

. Hard Drivin' by Atari 

. Cisco Heat by Jaleco 

. Vendetta» by Konami 

. Mad Dog МсСгее by 
Betson/Icat 


шаһ 


Best Coin-Op Software 
1. Street Fighter И by 
Capcom 

. Clutch Hitter by Sega 

. Super Baseball 2020 by 
SNK 

. Crossed Swords by SNK 

Sengoku by SNK 

. Burning Fight by SNK 

. Raiden by Fabtek 

. Final Fight by Capcom 

. King of the Monsters 
by SNK 

10. Turbo Farce by 

McO'River 


Col PR 


E 


Best New Videos 

1. Dragon's Lair Il by 
Leland 

2. Double Axle by Taito 

3. Sonic Blastman by Taito 

4. Sunset Riders by 
Konami 

5. Race Drivin’ Pan by 
Atari & 
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ANTIGUA JAMAICA BARBADOS PUERTORICO MARTINIQUE TRINIDAD GRENADA NASSAU VIRGIN ISLANDS ST MARTIN ST.LUCIA COZUMEL 


TAKE A CRUISE WHERE THE FOOD IS TERRIBLE 
THE CREW SMELLS ANDTHE ENTERTAINMENT COULD HILL YOU. / 
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FLORIDA КЕҮЗ 
БОЛУЫНУЫ 


SANTA CATALINA 
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GRAND BAHAMA 
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There's never been an NES™ simulation this that even the infamous tourist Bluebeard 


ruthless or realistic. Historically accurate pirate raids, wauld find 
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spanning six time periods and four difficulty levels, treacherous. 
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NINTENDO GAMES 
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We Also Have Game Boy Games and Accessories QUICK DELIVERY! = 
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VGCE 2/92 
FUNCO, INC. 612۰533۰8118 
4948 Highway 169 Мо. J 
: 


Мам Нора, ММ 55428 РГ > Ча 
a |4 | 


То Purchase: Send check or money order, or credit card number to 
FUNCO, INC., 4948 Highway 169 North, New Hope, ММ 55428. 
Please allow 3 weeks for personal checks to clear, Add $4.95 
Shipping plus 50$ per game. Add $1.00 per title if ordering by credit 
card. APO's, Canada, Alaska, Hawaii, please double shipping 
charges. MM residents please add 6.5% sales tax. WE DO NOT 
CHARGE YOUR CREDIT CARD UNLESS YOUR GAME IS IN 
STOCK. (WE ARE NOT PART OF OR ENDORSED BY NINTENDO) 
To Sell Us Games: Call us first for current prices. Prices based an 
gama, instruction manual and original box, Subtract $1.00 for missing 
manuals and $3.00 for missing boxes. 

(Due toa 3 month lead time te place this ad, aur sall or buy prices may 
be different) We reserve the right to refuse any purchase or sala. 





FREE MEMBERSHIP—Just 
fill out coupon and mail in. 
You will receive money saving 
offers. 

І THE FUN CLUB 

| 4948 Highway 169 North, New Hope, MN 55428 


! Мате 





1 Address 
1 city 
i State 


Zip 





CIRCLE #141 ON READER SERVICE CARD, 


Tips are graded on а scale 
| of one to five joysticks. The 
more joysticks that are colored 
in, the more valuable the hint. 
Blow the dust off those old | 
games, and try out some of » Ур 
our new hints! If you have 
| some great hints and tips for Ес | 
us, just put them оп a piece of — | | p Left 
paper, and send them to | ae mas 


Here's a key to the 
abbreviations: 


Down 


VG&CE, 9171 Wilshire Blvd., ETT n Right 


Suite 300, Beverly Hills, СА 

90210, ATTN: Easter Egg Hunt. 

The author of each new tip we 

use will receive $10. Write 

neatly and be sure to include 
| your name and address! 


"A" button 
"B" button 
"C^" button 








CYBERBALL 





лсвс PLAY 


| NCB 
Бл FOR THE GENES) NH _ am | aan 
ДА, А, ДА, А, дА, "ШОШ" L remp 


"Equinoxe" and "The Mastering Mishap," both of Los EV кнн 
Angeles, California, sent in tons of codes for CyberBall. | SEG 

For CyberBall, take the first letter or number and place it in the ‘aes E eas 
first blank, with the second letter/number going into the second ат анти ШЕ өру" 
blank. For example, to play as Atlanta against Boston, the code | ЕР. | 
would read Т5ВВ BEPS ІНЕХ. Thanks, guys, for all the great Б Е А: f 
codes. Е EC 


CYBER BOWL I with team funds of $999,000: 
 . BBB B5PS IH X 


Atlanta T-6 (Boston! 
Boston 5-D (Washington) 
Chicago C-P (Boston) 
Cleveland 7-U (Boston) 
Dallas L-4 (Boston) 
Denver 8-G (Boston) 
Detroit H-7 (Washington) 
Indianapolis K-3 (Boston) 
Las Vegas 3-B (Atlanta) 
Los Angeles Б-А (Washington) 
Miami M-J (Boston) 
Minnesota P-E (Washington) 


New England 
New Orleans 


N-R (Washington) 
A-9 (Washington) 





Philadelphia 6-5 (Washington) 
Phoenix 9-М (Washington s 
Pittsburgh E-5 (Washington) — JE 
san Diego D-F (Boston! ШЕШ... РАЕС вратом 
San Francisco U-H (Boston) Е — 
Tampa Bay R-T (Boston) "sam 45ВВ BoPS IBAX 
Washington F-C (Boston) SBB B5PSIB 1 

—5BB B5PS IB X Cincinnati 2-V (Tampa Bay) 
Buffalo J-6 (Tampa Bay) New York О-В (Las Vegas) 
Houston 4-A (Las Vegas) Portland 2-Х (Las Vegas) 
St. Louis 3-Y (Tampa Bay) 
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VIDEOGAMES & COMPUTER ENTERTAINMENT 





It's your pal, Beetlejuice”, here to 
bamboozle those bewitchers from the 
Neitherworld vacationing at lovely Lydia's 
place. This house is HAUNTED! 
Flying cups and saucers and clothes 
that spring to life cause quite a panic... 
especially when they're coming for you! 
It's a horrific 5 level challenge to spook attic 
ghastlies, rattle angry skeletons and scare ghostly 
bats. Vampires may even join you for a “bite” to eat. 
Hmm...maybe we should skip lunch today. 
í These Neitherworld ghoul-o-ramas are no 
match for us. Has the "ghost with the most" ever 
let you down?!! 
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NHL Hockey 
[ELECTRONIC ARTS FOR THE GENESIS) 
АА, A ДА ді, 


FINAL OF BEST OF SEVEN— 
TWO TEAMMATES (3-0) 
KINGS—BRUINS 
D444MBHZV85KZZMT 


NORTH STARS—BRUINS 
BLDWLRNF1XCVOPYH 


CANUCKS—PENGUINS 
G5GGT16PHX7CFNBLW 





FINAL OF BEST OF SEVEN— 
ONE PLAYER (3-0) 
KINGS—PENGUINS 
H2V6F3Y5Z247VHW398 


PENGUINS—BLUES 
BLHP7M21P76Y29JT 


FLAMES—BRUINS 
BZDL33G58PG9PTTB 


BRUINS—FLAMES 
BZDBRK355WFWHHSBSC 


CANADIANS—BLUES 
C2BFCWAHSZYCSLDS 


Thanks again to “Equinoxe” and 


"The Mastering Mishap," both of 


Los Angeles, California. 
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ТоеЈат 6 Еагі 
(SEGA FOR THE GENESIS) 
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Justin Beidemen and Chris Mat- 


| ule, both of Barnegat Light, New 


— HE 


Jersey, have found a secret level. 


To reach Level 0, you must first get ИЕ 


| either the Icarus wings, rocket 


skates or the inner tube (without EB 
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using it) and go to Level 1 (the is- № ! Е 


land surrounded by water). Use опе 
of the items to cross the water at 


the lower-left corner of the map. EE 


When you reach an island, pick up | 
both the presents and jump into | 


"space" (the big hole in the middle 
of the island). Now you should be 


| on Lavel 0, an island in space with a 


lemonade stand and a hot tub with 
a wahine in it. Next, ga to the 
lamonade stand and drink some 


lemonade to get an extra life. To | 


leave the island, use the “unfall” to 
go to Level 1, or fall off the edge 
and you will go to the highest level 


| you have reached during your cur- 
| гепі game. Thanks, Jason and 





Chris, for sending in the Easter egg. 











Sodan 


(ELECTRONIC ARTS FOR THE GENESIS) 


Lisaa 


Sword of | 
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Stephen Jacobs, of Kansas City, Kansas, sent in a few potion combinations that might come іп handy. 


To gain an extra man, combine the red and purple potions (this works up to Level 3). To warp to the next 


level, combine four purple potions simultaneously 


(this works through Zombia Graveyard to the Foyer of 


Castle Cragganmore). You also can warp in the Foyer by jumpina in the third pit. 
To walk on lava in the underground passage, combine the blue and purple potions to create a shield. 

| "T Timothy Dime, of Miceville, Flarida, also sent in some additional 
combos. Try one orange and one red potion for a Flame Sword, or 
you can use an orange and purple to get the same thing. One purple, | 
one blue апа one orange will give you a “Super Zapp” that will kill 
everything on the screen. He also included some bad combinations. 
For instance, don't mix а blue and an orange potion together—it will 
decrease your health. A red, purple, orange and blue will give you 
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instant death. 


Thanks, Stephen and Timothy, for the Easter eggs. 
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Тһе Lemmings” are coming. 
The Lemmings are coming. 
The Lemmings are coming. 
АН emmings are coming. 
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Тһе Lemmings are comms. 
Тһе Lemmings are coming. 
The Lemmings are coming. 
The Lemmings are coming. 


Lemmings” is a trademark of PSYGNOSIS LIMITED. © 1991 PSYGNOSIS LIMITED © 1991 Nintendo of America Inc. © 1991 Sun Corporation of America 


CIRCLE #114 ON READER SERVICE CARD. 


Тһе Lemmings are coming. ^. 
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to battle this brute. The quicker you learn, | 
the better. Capture special items to increase 


Smash! Crack! Pow! Whap! 
Crunch! Uugghhh! Take that you 
feeble grunts! Who are you? ЖЕЗ 





теа ы; VS UN too. Magic can get 
you one of Belzed’s punks? Well then, how ~ of so i us 
"would you like to join m у fig htag ЦЕ 10 Sie 3 Алы 


` evil sorcerer and help me rescue Princess |, 
| _ Silphee? You look like a brave dida. Büt, _ 


- can you get ‘rad’? If not, Belzed will make — 522. lethal г rhy 
you. his personal dart board. ed ; weapons. Well, - ! 
You'll have to learn how to master the. school is. bp 
radical moves of an accomplished ' —— Kid. Start learning those moves and get 
Kickmaster, like myself. Knee drops, cracking, crunching, and kicking. You've 


roundhouse kicks, double butterfly kicks and. gotta watch your own back now. Hasta 
the lethal blazing flip kick, will be necessary... la vista, dude! 





THE ONLY GAME IN TOWN. 
Taio" and Kickmaster ^ are trademarks of Taito America oration. Nintendo and йө Entertainment System Het 
trademarks of Nintendo of America Inc. & 1991 All Rights eserved. 


CIRCLE #115 ON READER SERVICE CARD. 


Тһе Empire Strikes Back 
JVC/LUCASFILM 
For the Nintendo Entertainment 
System ($49.95) 





It took George Lucas and company 
three years to deliver a sequel to Star 
Wars, one of the most popular motion 
pictures of all time. Surprisingly, the 


sequel to the Star Wars MES game is | 
already here, just a few months after the | 


release of the original. 

If you read Mike Davila's preview in the 
October 1991 issue of VG&CE, you should 
have a good idea of what you can expect 
from this intergalactic adventure. From the 
ice world of Hoth to the Cloud City on the 
planet Bespin, the game alternates 
between scrolling run-and-jump 
sequences and shoot-em-up scenarios, 
with Luke at the controls of a rebel 
snowspeeder or his famous X-wing fighter. 

One of the most positive things | can 
say about The Empire Strikes Back is that it 
really takes advantage of the film as source 


material. How many times have you seen а | 


licensed game that didn't attempt much 
more than a token stab at the plot of the 
movie, book or TV show that it was 
supposed to have been based on? 
Lucasfilm and Sculptured Software have 
been quite successful in making the game 
mirror the film as closely as possible. 

In fact, if this had been an original piece 
of software—a brand-new MES game about 
a guy named Luke Skywalker whom | had 
never heard of before—l'd surely be raving 
and drooling over the unique story line and 
characters that Star Wars fans will 


undoubtedly take for granted. That doesn't | 
mean that you have to be familiar with the ' 


movie(s) in order to enjoy the game, but it 
is a big kick to see the details that have 
been plucked from the film and reproduced 
in an interactive environment—one that 
really should have the ability to make you 
feel like you're a part of the Star Wars saga. 

Unfortunately, the game is not without 
flaws, the most painful of which is a quirky 
control scheme that tends to undermine 
the "suspension of disbelief" that would 
draw you into the character of Luke. For 


38 * FEBRUARY 1992 








USE "YOUR FORCE 
РОШЕН TO DEFERT 





The Empire Strikes 
Back, by JVC/Lucasfilm, | 
takes advantage of the 
film as a source of 

material. 


one thing, many of the game's characters 
move far too abruptly to convey enough 
of a sense of weight or gravity—and 
certain "force powers" allow Luke to jump 
and scurry around at an even more 
incredible clip. 

secondly—and this one put a serious 
damper on my enjoyment of The Empire 
Strikes Back, folks—the program's 
constant, impatient attempts to center 
Luke on the screen mean that the 
background elements in most of the 
game's sequences are never really where 


Я you want them when you want them 


there. Let's say you're trying to get the 
young Jedi to jump on top of an ice 
block—a required maneuver throughout 
the first level of play. You hit the "jump" 
button and tap the control pad to the right. 
Luke, always eager to oblige, leaps up and 
to the right—and the background shifts 
violently to the /eft, which causes our hero 
to miss the block entirely and land on 
the other side of it. 
| If you have enough patience to learn 
| how to compensate for the hit-or-miss 
controls, you'll be handsomely 
rewarded by the game's rich graphics 
and evocative soundtrack. The 
character animation is very detailed 
and smooth, and the digitized photos in 
the pop-up information windows are 
| extremely well-done. Similarly, the 
music draws liberally from John 
Williams" memorable movie 
score—just check out the game's 
| introduction, a nearly note-perfect 
| clone of the film's opening 
sequence. There are some mind- 
blowing sound effects, too, most 
| notably when Luke's X-wing crash 
lands on Dagobah with chirping 
alien birds and squawking swamp 
| Яғ creatures all around. 
My hat is off to the developers 
of The SERIO Strikes Back. It's 
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Translated to the computer screen Гог the first time, you can now experience 





the exotic world of the bestselling science fiction 





ЛУ all ime—DUNE™! 





obvious that a lot of time and effort were 
put into this cartridge, and, as a kind of 
electronic autograph, there's a spot in the 
game where you can get digitized faces of 
some of the designers to appear. I’m 
looking forward to the third game in the 
trilogy. If they can keep it free of problems 
like the ones l've mentioned here, it's 
bound to be an instant classic. 

—Chris Bieniek 
JVC Musical Industries 
3800 Barham Blvd., Suite 305 
Los Angeles, СА 90068 
(310) 878-0101 


SUNSOFT 
For the Super MES [559.95] 
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PLAYABILITY 
OVERALL 


What has green hair, two legs and 
squeaks, splatters and explodes? Why, 
lemmings, of course, the lovable stars of 
Sunsoft's latest release for the Super NES, 
called, aptly enough, Lemmings. Like their 


real-world counterparts, these electronic | 


lemmings have a penchant for blundering 


blindly into danger. It's up to you to keep | 


them out of trouble. 

Lemmings are about as clever as 
lobotomized monkeys. At the start of each 
level, the tiny critters stream from the 
entrance and march, іп a long line, in the 


direction of the exit. They care little for the 8 


dangers that lie between them and 


Fa 
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Ав the makers of 
Lemmings warn, 
once you get 

started with the 


| game, you'll have а 


hard time tearing 
yourself away. 


their goal. They'll gladly walk to their 
deaths. Luckily, while they have no desire 
to save themselves, they'll do whatever 
you tell them. By assigning tasks to 
individual lemmings, you can keep the 
rest out of difficulty. 

There are eight jobs you can assign to a 
lemming: climbing, floating, bombing, 
blocking, building, bashing, mining and 
digging. А climber can ascend the side of 
vertical obstacles, while diggers can dig 
down through floors and bashers can 
punch horizontally through some types of 
walls. Blockers, on the other hand, force 
other lemmings to turn and walk the other 
way, and floaters can fall long distances, 
slowing their descent with an umbrella, à 
la Mary Poppins. Bombers explode five 
seconds after they're set, blowing apart 
whatever they're standing near; miners dig 
down at an angle; and builders assemble 
bridges out of square blocks. By assigning 
the right job to the right lemming at the 
right time, you can guide the feebleminded 
creatures to the exit and so save the day 
(not to mention move on to the next level). 

To ensure the task isn't too easily 
accomplished, you are given only a 
certain number of lemmings for each job 
assignment. In one level, for example, you 
may be allowed to use only ten blockers 
and ten diggers in order to get the job 
done. In other levels, you may be given 20 
of each job assignment, leaving it up to 


| you to figure out which combination will 


keep the lemmings from obliteration. 
Initially, the task is easy. Because the 
beginning levels provide clues that guide 
you to the right solution, you can usually 
save the required number of lemmings on 
your first try. However, as the levels 
progress, so does the difficulty. Before 
long, you'll have to assign several different 
jobs almost simultaneously, frantically 
selecting job buttons and assigning them 
to the appropriate lemmings, all the while 
trying to keep the rest from doing 
something stupid. You'll scratch your head 
in bewilderment as you watch the poor 
victims of your confusion walk into rotating 
blades, fall off cliffs, drown and otherwise 
take their own hapless lives. (Oh, the guilt!) 
As gruesome as the lemmings' fate 
may sound, the game is really quite 
charming. À lemming about to explode, 
for example, slaps his hands (paws?) to 
the side of his head and squeaks "Oh, 
по!” before popping into hundreds of little 
pieces. In fact, watching the little guys 
destroy themselves is so much fun, you 
may be tempted to guide them—not to 
safety—but to their demise. Especially 
entertaining is triggering the Nuke 
continued on page 45 
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G.A.T. QUESTION #15 


PART 





F-22 IS: 
А. The number on Adolf Schicklgruher's dog tags. 
В. The best song on the jukebox at Floyd's Diner 
and Aquarium. 
C. BINGO! 
0. The first real jet flight simulator for the Genesis. 
Е. A very peculiar bra size. 
You're brilliant, night? NOT! 
Таке the Genesis Aptitude Test (б.А.Т.) and let's 
find out what you really know. White the answers to questions 
15-21" on your completed entry form, and send it in. You could score 
3 new Genesis titles from Electronic Arts just for being а Wiz. 


And if the G.A.T. didn't hurt your head, flex your brain on the tougher 
questions in the PRO BOX. Write your answers to questions 1-4 
on the separate entry form and you could win a trip to 
Electronic Arts to Play with the Pros. 

"f yau didn't амин GAT, questions 1-14 — ao problem. H's newer too late to become а елак! 


БАЛ. QUESTION #16 


IN JOHN MADDEN FOOTBALL” "92, THE 
NEW RUN & SHOOT OFFENSE IS: 





WHAT’S ONE OF THE WORST WAYS TO 
DIE WHILE PLAYING THE IMMORTAL" 2 





A. Get tied down by escaped lab rats and whipped with A. Essential in tough neighborhoods. 

spaghetti (al dente). B. A good way to exploit a suffocating 3-4 defense. 
В. Ask a flesh-eating sloth to dance. C. Guaranteed to get you 5 to 10 at San Quentin. 
С. Ж ан; as the main course for a billion baby D. Dangerous if opposing players have bazookas, 


E. Better than Run & Fall Down. 


0. Get pummeled with various vegetables and fruit. | 
| 77g 


E. Call your Mom in to watch a gruesome ogre death. 
















G.A.T. QUESTION. 518 





IN SHADOW OF THE BEAST’; YOU MUST | 
FIGHT EVERYTHING BUT: 
A. Giant insects: 

В. Dant eyeballs. 

~ & Giant bats. 









WHAT DOES ROBOCOD™ THE SUPER 
SOPHISTICATED SECRET Al 
USE.TO FLY? | 
А. An Acme rocket sled. 

B. His flying-fish feathers: 

C. A seaweed chariot pulled by aerodynamic guppies. 
D. His bathtub. 

E. A winged Aston-Marlin. 










G.A.T. QUESTION #19 


WHAT IS MARBLE MADNESS" ? 
A. The hottest band in thrash-punk. 

B. A side-effect of the chicken n pox. | 

С. A brain condition affect g the ete прога! lo M 


р. ЫШ m 
iens lem alls, vacuums, апі sli L В 


marble e through ШІ d-boggling та m 
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THE BEST WEAPONS IN BUCK 


ROGERS: COUNTDOWN TO 

DOOMSDAY ARE: 

А. A busted atomic clock and a dollar bill. 

В. Needle gun and laser rifle. 

C. The acrobat and bribery skills. 

U. The chirping of Martian tree frogs. | 

Е Who tares? If you get dusted, ый 
И up. ‘ ` 












PRO BOX QUESTION #1 

@ И !1- 
e» SC | bo. اا‎ Eas мВ 
ІН STARFLIGHT '; THE IN МНЕ HOCKEY, WHAT DOES THE 


ONLY ALIEN RACE THAT EATS SCREEN SAY WHEN THE SAN JOSE 
HEADFRUIT. SHARKS™ WIN THE STANLEY СОР 2 


ж 


APPEARS IN EVERY RAGE? DO YOU RECEIVE FROM THE 
ANNOUNCER WHEN YOU MAKE 
AN EAGLE? 





ІЛІНЕДІ MAY WITH THE PROS 
ИНН RONIC ARTS. 


ANSWERS TO B.A.T. QUIZ PART 2: 
УЖЕ #102 A antl #34 и Û 


WATCH FOR G.A.T. QUIZ PART 4 


for the answers to G.A.T. Quiz Part 3. 











Just fill out thes G.A.T. quiz and mad it. Entnes with 100% correct answers 
quality for a drawing ta win aay 3 Genesis games from Electronic Arts, 
including these het soon-te-be-released tithes: 


— ermen and her дың travel through time to steal treaseres tram tha 
Middle Apes, the Renaissance, Inpectal Jagan aed iren the Present, 
Parsee the vilam to бен hideaweys before tone rns aet. 
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continued from page 40 


function, which blasts all the lemmings on 
the screen into a huge fireworks display of 
body fragments, sans gore. 

As the makers of the game warn, once 


you get started with Lemmings, you'll | 


have a hard time tearing yourself away. 
This game is as addictive as potato chips 
and clam dip. 

—Clayton Walnum 
Sunsoft 
11165 Knott Ava. 
Cypress, СА 90630 
(714) 891-4500 


Galaxy Force Il 
SEGA 
For the Sega Genesis ($59.95) 








There's nothing quite like the feeling 
you get from strapping yourself into a 
freewheeling, go-for-broke sci-fi shooter 
and just blasting away at those alien 


scum. Unfortunately, Galaxy Force И [ 
(sequel to the Sega Master System дате} | | 


isn't quite like that feeling, either. While 
the game has intense graphic splash, its 
play gets old quickly. 

ЗЕ! is a series of missions that take you 
from outer space to the inner cores of 


death-star-like installations. Your point-of- pz 


view is just behind the craft. There are three 
stages to each of the five missions (you can 
begin with any of them): the approach, the 
tunnels and the battle with the central care. 
(Sometimes the three stages repeat within a 
mission.) You've got two offensive 


weapons: a gun, which aims with the позе | 


of your ship, and a limited supply of 
homing missiles. You've got a shield that is 
quickly depleted—l could find no way to 
restore it—and a limited fuel supply. You're 


occasionally offered a chance to refuel by | 
docking with a supply ship. If you run out of © 


fuel, you've had it: game over, no 
continues. The same goes for running out 
of shield strength. You can take a few more 
hits after your shield goes, then it's lights 
out for all good space jockeys. 


The approaches take place in space or | 


over the surface of a planet, Space 
Harrier-style. Hazards by the hundreds are 
thrown your way: enemy ships, asteroids, 


debris, banks of missiles, fire storms, ice ша 


crystals—you name it. Some must be 
dodged; others can be blasted away. 
Often, huge contingents of enemies will 
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fly in your face, but if you can maneuver 
quickly enough to lock on, a single button 
press will result in a handful of missiles 
taking out a whole fleet of ships at once. 
It's real gee-whiz stuff, a bit like the fast 
and furious combat in Afterburner Il, but 
much more spectacular. 
The tunnels are disappointing, not 
because they're easy (they're not), but 
because there's so little detail. Don't look 
for hardware lining the walls, as in a death 
star trench. There are only four featureless 
walls with alternating bands of color; 
except for the enemies that pop up 
from the ground, there's nothing that 
differentiates one from another. You'll 
| need to do some really fancy flying 
> XM through these tunnels, since they 
TE change shape, twist and turn, and 
become narrower and shorter. The 
4 scrolling is very smooth and the effect 
И is good, but | expected more. 
M] When you reach the Central 
| Command Center of each mission, 
. you're in for another dis- 
“| appointment. This is the 
| simplest "boss" l've ever seen. 
| You blast away at the center of 
B а sphere that doesn't shoot 
B back. All you're required to do 
EJ is blow it up before it hits you. 
— 3 Hardly thrilling. 
| Good points: excellent 
graphics, especially planet 
backgrounds, multilevel effects 
with asteroids and debris, and 
lots of large, smoothly scaling 
objects. Decent sound and 
music, but the voice that calls 
out "Right turn!" or “Left turn!" 
in the tunnels is scratchy. Bad 
| points: some flickering when 
there are large enemies on 
| screen, lack of detail in the 
tunnels, lack of challenge with 
| the Command Centers and 
repetitive game play. Lastly, all 
the great graphics take a big toll 
on length. Devoted game 
| players will be able to finish 
this one the same day they take 
it home. 

Check out GFII if you can. It's 
definitely worth playing, if only 
to be impressed with the light 
show; but, unless you live and 
die for graphics (as many of us 
do), you probably won't die 
over this one. 










—Josh Mandel 
Sega of America 
130 Shoreline Drive 
Redwood City, CA 94065 
(415) 508-2800 
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PLAYABILITY Valis ШІ is ап 
action/adventure title 
that should appeal to that 


genre's gamers. 


OVERALL 


А new evil has risen and cast a dark 
shadow over the peaceful land of Vecanti. 
This shadow belongs to Glamess, the 
Emperor of the Spirit World, and he wants | 
to add the land of Vecanti, as well as the 
rest of the world, to his collection of 
conquered worlds. 

In this new saga of good versus evil, | 
Yuko, the heroine of the previous two 
episodes, has some help. It comes in the 
form of Vernal, Yuko's twin sister, who just 
happens to be the Princess of Vecanti, and 
Cham, whose father was killed by the evil 
Glamess. Will the valiant trio be able to 
save the world? 

In Valis Ш, you'll control one of the 
these characters through the various 
levels in an attempt to defeat Glamess and 
save the world. Each character has a 
different weapon that's best in different 
circumstances. Yuko can fire a shock wave 
type of weapon (you'll be familiar with 
this from Valis ЇЇ), which has medium 
range and power. Cham uses a whip Me 
that has shorter range but is more | 
powerful. Vernal has the ability to fire ЖЕЛДЕР 
straight ahead and diagonally at the pes 
same time. Along with the in-hand р 
weapons, there are other magics that р CP IM NEC 
can be obtained throughout the game. ННН 
The blue wand, for instance, lets you = 
freeze the enemies in their tracks so ases 
you can either jump on top of them ; 
to get across a gap or destroy them 
before they do any damage. The red 
wand, on the other hand, blasts all 
the enemies from the screen in 
smart-bomb fashion. Even though 
the magics are the same, they appear | 
and can be used differently for each 
of the three characters. To Yuko, for 
example, the blue wand appears as a 
blue wave that freezes the 
enemies, while, for Vernal, it № 
appears as small projectiles | 
that seek out enemies as they | 
appear on screen. Obviously, 
this doesn't take any timing and 
can be used when the enemies 
are out of range. 

Graphically, the game is 
done very well. With the use of 
the CD as a storage medium, 
the background and foreground EEE 
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have excellent color and detail. 
Unfortunately, the same can't be said for 
the game's sound and music. The sound 
of the weapons and enemies being killed 
seems very primitive and barren, 
compared to other similar games. The 
music is also plain and not as catchy as 
you'd hope from a CD-based game. The 
animation of the characters and enemies, 
however, is very good. Their movement 
across the screen seems to have nice, fluid 
motion, as opposed to quick, choppy jerks. 

The game offers somewhat of a 
challenge as vou decide which character's 


| magic abilities and weapon(s) will best 
| help you through certain sections. This 


will keep most gamers happy. Also, since 
you do have three characters to choose 
from, you can play through the game 
"main" 
character you use, which does alter the 
strategy a bit. If you're into асНоп/ 
adventure games, you should get your 
money's worth out of Valis ill. 

—Donn Nauert 
MEC Technologies 
1255 Michael Drive 
Wood Dale, IL 60191 
(708) 860-8500 


JALECO 
For the Super NES ($59.95) 
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Will Nintendo and its licensees paint 
themselves into a corner by prefixing 
every SNES title with the word "Super"? 
What happens when the successor to the 
SNES comes along? Will we have Super 
Duper Earth Defense Force? Wait and see! 
Till then, we'll just have to make do with 
regular Super Earth Defense Force, which 


| isn't such a horrible fate. In fact, SEDF is 


tremendously arcadelike and is in almost 


. every way state-of-the-art. 


There's no avoiding the fact that this is 
obviously just another scrolling shooter, 
like hundreds of others. You pilot a 
spacecraft through a series of increasingly 
difficult levels, and the scenery scrolls 
from right to left as you go. You pick a 


Î weapon from a menu of eight at the 


beginning of each level, and your overall 
strength increases each time you obtain a 


E" certain amount of experience. Each game 
ШӘЙ gives you only one life, but you have 
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shields that allow you to 
take four hits, and you get 
numerous continues. And 
your sparkling new 
spaceship comes complete 
with а couple of 
deelyboppers that orbit Е 
your craft for additional | 
firepower. 

The game is excellently 
balanced. The levels get just 
enough harder to tantalize 
you into thinking you'll 
make some progress. The 
assortment of weapons is great, 
and choosing the best weapon 
for each level is a complex 
exercise. There are loads of 
enemy types, interesting to look 
at and with identifiable attack 
patterns, making for 9009 № 
strategic play. Moreover, it’s one @ 
of those games that leaves your 
friends gasping in amazement 
that you could survive for more | 
than а few seconds; some of the i 
screens crawl with activity. In a | 
nutshell, this game has most of the 
best characteristics of scrolling 
shooters. 

SEDF is graphically one of the 
most elaborate, on a level with | 
Musha and ThunderForce III. | 
Some of the bullet sprays, for 3 
instance, are incredible waves and 
patterns. Multiplane scrolling is | 
used abundantly for 3-D effects, В 
and some levels are transparent, 
making for very intricate effects. Use of 
color is superb; the sun sets very 
gradually, with subtle shifts in shades, 
fade-ins and fade-outs are perfect, and 
many of the backgrounds and screens 
that aren't even animated are just | 
beautifully painted. Smooth scaling is | 
also used, particularly with an immense 
space station that drifts closer and 
closer, very slowly, getting more and 


more detailed, until you're on a level БЕ 


with it and can engage it in combat. 

The music is pretty good, but the sound 
effects are excellent—real fireworks-display 
quality. There's no voice synthesis, however. 

The flies in the ointment: The game 
suffers terribly from slowdowns. They're 
infrequent on the first level, but, as you get 
up into the higher levels, they're almost 
continuous. In fact, every scene where you 
battle the boss monster at the end of a level 
is severely crippled by slowdowns—and, of 
course, these slowdowns come during the 
most exciting and challenging parts of the 
game. The side advantage to this is that you 
end up playing better than you normally 
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would if the game were running at а 
constant speed. But you can't develop a 
rhythm—that spooky little mind-set you get 
into when you seem to be in perfect sync 
with the game. Whether or not these 
slowdowns are annoying enough to ruin 
the game for you is a matter of individual 


| taste. | found that it significantly spoiled an 


— | otherwise very impressive game. Тһе 











additional fly: There aren't enough levels to 
this game, which is a common flaw with 
games that put so much stock in good 
graphics. 

—J.M. 
Jaleco USA 
310 Era Drive 
Northbrook, IL 60062 
(708) 480-1811 


ULTRA 
For the Nintendo Entertainment 
System ($54.95) 
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PLAYABILITY 
OVERALL 


"Space...the final frontier. These are the 


| voyages of the starship Enterprise." How 
| many times have we heard those immortal 
E words? For most of us, countless. 


Usually, when writing a review, the 


| hardest part is coming up with the first 


few opening words—at least, for me it is. 
This time | was lucky to have a game in 
which there are no words more fitting 10 
symbolize its theme. 

Ultra's latest NES endeavor also comes 
to us at the best possible moment, just 


13! when the sixth Star Trek motion picture has 





Super Earth Defense 
Force is graphically one of 
the most elaborate games, 
оп a level with Musha and 
ThunderForce ПІ: 


“| been released. Fans of both the old and new 


series, too, will have much to look forward 
to when they purchase this NES title. 

Star Trek is based on the original series 
that aired in the late 19605, with the game's 
opening title screen and introduction taken 
straight from the series: the Enterprise 
orbiting a planet, warping by, while the Star 
Trek theme song plays. Die-hard trekkers, 
such as myself, are bound to get a kick out 
af this. The only thing missing is William 
Shatnar's voice to recite the intro. The entire 
original crew is also used: Spock, Dr. 
McCoy, Scotty, Uhura—they're all here. 

The game's plot is fairy simple, but it 
tries to rely on the gamer's knowledge of 
the television series. Here's the scoop: 
While investigating a magnetic disturbance 
near the planet lotia (Anybody remember 
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what episode this planet was іп?), the 
Enterprise is thrown through a mysterious 
“hole,” or rip, in space, leaving her апа her | 
crew in the heart of uncharted space with 
damaged dilithium crystals. Your йрн | 
is to replenish the Enterprise's dilithium, 
get her back to federation space and close 
the interdimensional hole before it destroys Em „ашаа 
the entire galaxy. Like | said—simple! | NINERS 
There are two different gaming scenarios 
that are used throughout Star Trek. In the 
first, while on the Enterprise, the player, as 
Captain James T. Kirk, sits in his captain's 
chair, issues orders to his crew (red alert, 
communications, set course, etc.) and can 
inquire as to the status of a station. Kirk can . | d 
also select a landing party, consisting of Ùa и’ Бы! 
three members, to be beamed down to the scm cT 
surface of the planet. He has a choice of . spen 9 wel 2 ки! : i 
Spock, McCoy, a specialist officer from опе č a yide? = = | — — a: 
of three departments or а security officer. - 1 E # | | | | = or yi 
The second game scenario takes place DE Ww ^ c Қы ЫЫ W IEEE _ Mis H S 
when the landing party beams down to the [7 М : à | — d Or 
planet's surface. Here, Kirk and the two Р / * NEM жаз 
other party members must search about the е А سم‎ 
planet, look for clues, talk with the 
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Ultra's Star Trek is based 
on the television series that 
aired in the late 1960s. 
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inhabitants and avoid a variety of obstacles 3 des сэ Ж 3 B я : м m 
and hazards that can injure landing-party | фен uut dud ЖАА 1 enm 


members. If all of the landing party is 
gravely injured or if only Kirk is, the crew 
members are automatically beamed back to 
the ship and the player must start the 
planetary phase over again. Yes, the game 
does have a password save option so you 
can lock in your progress along the way. 
After you complete your task for a given 
planet, you beam back to the Enterprise, 
move on to your next planetary destination 


and continue until your mission is complete. Far ultimate scoring potential, get your hands 
There are no encounters with Klingons, but E into a pair of new Video Game Gloves. 

you do come across Romulans, since you g : ERI : 

must cross their territory in order to make it Better grip, awesome control, 


home: Diplomate tact might зе wise, total comfort plus the hot look you need to be 
instead of dueling it out when you do come 


across them. one of the best players around! 
I'll have to admit, the programmers of | 
Star Trek paid enormous attention to the | | 
show's minutiae: Тһе spore-shooting s ut d е” Neon Colors: 
plants; the green, Orion slave girl; Harry "= | Green 
Mudd; the Gorn and his slither speech; Ж CAE Pink 
and the bridge of the Enterprise are all Yu Yellow 


= Orange 
= Liib- ІСІ DERSLER {л 
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here in astounding detail. The graphics are 
as good as they get for the NES. 

The musical scores and sound effects 
are also straight from the television series. 
For each situation, a musical score will 
play, according to the tone (dangerous, 
easy-going, uncertain, etc.) of the 
environment. 

True, Star Trek isn't without imperfection; 
the game seems way too easy to solve. It 
took те about six hours of solid game play 
to complete the entire game, from start to 
finish. 

Overall, Star Treks pluses outweigh its 
insignificant minuses. М you're a Trek 
fan—or even if you're not—you'll want to 
add this to your NES collection. Kudos to 
the programmers and designers for a job 
well done! And, by the way, what does 
Led Zeppelin have to do with Trek? 

—Mlike Davila 
Ultra Software 
900 Deerfield Parkway 
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 
(708) 215-5100 


James Pond 11— 
Codename: Robocod 


ELECTRONIC ARTS 
For the Sega Genesis ($49.95) 





and Amiga titles in his native England, Chris 
masterminded last year's James Pond game 
for the Genesis. Apparently, the latter was 
successful enough to warrant the release of 
this sequel, formally titled James Pond 
li—Codename; Robocod. Once again, Sorrell 
is being credited as the artist most 
responsible for the game's design, code and 
artwork. Not a bad resumé for a fellow 
who's not even old enough to buy liquor in 
most of the United States! 

With a tip of the hat to Hudson Soft's 
shamefully underappreciated Milon's Secret 
Castle, Codename: Robocod finds our hero 
lurking around outside Santa Claus' toy 
factory at the Morth Pole. Inside his life- 
sustaining mechanical Robosuit, Pond must 
climb up the outside walls of the factory and 
explore St. Nick's digs, one room at a tima. 
Once inside, he'll have to find and dismantle 
dozens of "penguin bombs" that have been 
planted by the sinister Dr. Maybe. 

If this sounds to you like it's shaping up 
to be a Sonic the Hedgehog clone, you're 
half right. Though not blatantly derivative of 
Sega's classic run-and-jump masterpiece, it 
does include all the ingredients that made 
Sonic such a treat: cute characters, fast 
action, wild colors, good music, multiplane 
scrolling and a smooth control scheme. 

Occasionally, the game will throw you a 
curva by turning entire rooms upside- 
down. | got fed up and dizzy from two or 
three unsuccessful attempts to navigate 
through these areas, so | breezed through 
them by looking at the screen's reflection 
іп a mirror that | had placed on the floor. 
Hey, go ahead and call me a cheater—l 
prefer to think of it as resourcefulness! 


A -~-n P 







designer Chris 
Sorrell, James 

Pond Il is just 
as entertaining W, 
as the original EE 
title. | 








Chris Sorrell is one guy l'd like to meet. 
After designing araphics for various Atari ST 
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éé | like a good deal. 
But four different games 
for the price of опе 15 a 
creat deal! 99 


FOR THE GAME DECK 
FROM NINTENDO OF 
AMERICA, INC. 


| Thisis a product of 
| Camerica Limited, Inc. 
and is not designed, 


LOOK for С Horne = manufactured, | 
рер” era ЕЯ | аны distributed orendorsed | | 
қ) И ; - p | by Nintendo of 

~ America, line. 





Though the sequel doesn't include as 
many bad puns as the original, the 
decidedly British humour of Sorrell & Co. 
does shine through on several occasions. 
“Come on lads, give us a hand!” calls Alvin 
the penguin as he and his mates drag 
James Pond's lifeless body off the screen at 
the end of the дате. "Smoked kipper for 
tea!” they shout. 

Of course, that's not the ending you'll 
want to see, and, with only two continues, 
it can be quite difficult to work your way up 
to the ultimate challenge at Dr. Maybe's 
Circus. There are shortcuts to be found, but 
the game's most ambitious task lies in the 
meticulous search for secret rooms and 
hidden surprises. Unlike Sonic's gold rings 
and computer screens, the bonus items 


and power-ups in Codename: Robocod аге | 


as varied as they are plentiful. You'll find 
cowboy boots, faucets, corkscrews, fried 
eggs, Mickey Mouse T-shirts and dozens of 
other detailed items everywhere you 
look—a real challenge for the completist. 

| thoroughly enjoyed Codename: 
Robocod—but | really don't understand 


why it was decided to feature James Pond ё 


in an adventure that takes place almost 
entirely on land. Considering his 
background as a secret agent, Pond is like 


a fish out of water, literally and figuratively. | 


The Robocod angle is even more out of 
place: The Robosuit gives him no special 


powers other than the ability to stretch up | 


and grab ceilings of any height. In this 


instance, the colorful, off-the-wall visuals | У 


апа happy-go-lucky soundtrack аге about а 
million miles away from serving as а 
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Тһе Legend of the 
Mystical Ninja focuses 
around the cartoony 
world where elements 
from ancient Japanese 
culture are typical. 








James Bond or RoboCop spoof—which 1$ 
exactly what the general public is going to 
expect when it hears the game's title. 

In short: À great game, but one that 
would have been just as good—if not 
better—with a more appropriate hero. 

—C.B. 
Electronic Arts 
1450 Fashion Island Blvd. 
San Mateo, CA 84404 
(415) 572-ARTS 


KONAMI 
For the Super NES (559.95) 
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PLAYABILITY 
OVERALL 


Forget the title. The Legend of the 
Mystical Ninja isn't really a martial-arts 
game. The setting is a cartoony world where 
elements from ancient Japanese culture 
(like samurai and geisha) are as typical as 
your character purchasing pizza slices. 
What's supposed to be quirky, winds up 
being a mish-mash to American tastes. Talk 
about culture clash. 

You play Kid Ying or his mentor Dr. (you 
saw it coming) Yang. Two can also play 
together as the pair. Something called the 
Dragonbeast is unleashing a plague. Ying 
and/or Yang must travel through ten levels 
of play to find a ghost princess who will 
prevent this. If this story sounds sparse, it's 
because the instructions and game do little 
to elaborate. 

Each level consists of two parts. The 


T | first takes place on a layout of a town, 


3 such as your character's home, Horo- 
Horo. Action here is similar to that of a 
| Zelda adventure, as Ying and Yang enter 
buildings to look for clues and buy 
items. The second part is a scrolling 
beat-'em-up that takes place outside of 
town. At the end, you confront а big 
thug of an end-boss. 

In the towns, you can buy stuff like 
body armor for protection; 
sandals so that Ying or Yang will 
move faster; and food to restore 
their health. Money is obtained 
by simply beating up the 
| townsfolk and taking the coins 
| they leave behind. This is 
| justified, as the people are under 
| the spell of Dragonbeast. Oh. 
You can also get money by 
| going into certain buildings to 
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bet on pony races, take a chance on the 
lottery or get a job. Some of these 
ventures, like betting on rolling dice, are 
pretty dumb, Other activities fare better, 
notably the "mole-bashing" job (which 
plays like those machines with pop-up 
mechanical weasels to pound). But time 
and effort are usually wasted earning cash 
through these means, since it's easier to 
club away at the wandering populace 
whenever you need money. 

some of the thunked townspeople leave 
behind a cat that you can catch. These 
kitties are invaluable, because they will 
modify your character's current weapon 
into a better one. Ying's mere stick can be 
upgraded to a long-stringed yo-yo, for 
instance. 

Special powers you can get, categorized 
as “jutsu,” will do away with the enemy in 
various ways. They are to be used just in the 
second half of a level. What's more, you can 
only use jutsu after you've collected ten 
scralls. 

The promise of 16-bit video-gaming 
holds a lot over the longtime 8-bit standard. 
Realistically, it doesn't always deliver. 
Mystical Ninja fails in two points crucial for 
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the Super NES. Its play is rote, and the 
game's overall graphics don't utilize the 
capabilities of the system all that well. 

АП of this wouldn't be so bad if Mystical 
Ninja was fun to play. Though it might look 
like an adventure game, its premise is really 
centered around clobbering the boss 
character at the level's end. What results is 
contrived item accumulation, nondriven 
action and hollow play. 

—Howard H. Wen 
Konami 
900 Deerfield Parkway 
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089-4570 
(708) 215-5100 


Тһе Simpsons— 
Bart vs. Тһе World 


ACCLAIM 
For the Nintendo Entertainment 
System (549.95) 








Bart Simpson an artist? You wouldn't 
think so, but his drawing has just won first 
prize in the Krusty the Clown art 
contest—a trip around the world! 

Sounds like a great deal, but behind the 
scenes lurks the true reason that Bart has 
won the contest: Mr. Montgomery Burns, 
owner of Springfield's nuclear power 
plant—and Homer's boss. The entire 
contest was a scheme set up by Burns to 
try and get rid of the Simpsons altogether. 
It seems that ever since Homer has 
worked at the plant, Burns has lost money. 
To help him with his plans, Burns has 
enlisted the aid of several of his relativas 
around the globe where Bart will be 
traveling: Fu Manchu Burns of China, the 
Abominable Snow Burns of the Morth 
Pole, Ramses Burns of Egypt and, lastly, 
Eric Von Burns, the film director. 

There are eight action sequences 
spread out between the four areas of the 
game, plus special "Single Screen Game" 
areas where strategy or a quick eye are 
necessary for success. The action 
sequences have Bart climbing through icy 
caverns, along the Great Wall of China and 
even up the Pyramids of Egypt, searching 
for Krusty items. 

The seven single-game sequences may 
appear more than once throughout the 
areas: 

+» Remember those little plastic sliding 
puzzles with 15 numbers on them and one 
blank spot? Translate that game to the 
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screen, throw іп а background picture 
from the Simpsons’ photo album and you 
will have the idea of the first game. 

+ A Simpsons trivia challenge will quiz 
players with questions that relate stories 
from the TV show, and a slot machine with 
character faces instead of fruit will pay off 
with Krusty collectibles when the jackpot 
is hit, 

* When your throat gets a bit dry, drop 
by Moe's bar, where Bart must dodge 
bottles and other objects while grabbing 
collectibles as they slide by. 

* А coffin-opening sequence has Bart 
trying to open three coffins in the correct 
sequence before he may exit, and, in à 
similar sequence, Maggie drops in to help 
choose which igloo the Krusty icon is 
under in the old shell game. 

* Finally, there is a concentration-type 
game, where Bart may have only five 
mismatches as he tries to match up two 
cards for eight characters from the 
show—16 cards in all. 

Throughout all of these areas, Bart 
must strive to find the hidden Krusty 
collectibles, as they award both points and 
extra lives if gathered in quantity. There 
are also plenty of firecracker balls for Bart 
to use as ammo, and hidden items that 
allow Bart to also become invincible for a 
short period—or Пу the skies as Bartman! 


Sud 
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One player only may control Bart as he 
climbs, jumps, skates and flies through the 
scenes. À practice option gives players the 
chance to work on the single-screen games, 
but not on the action sequences—they have 
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to be learned the hard way. Bart starts with 
only three lives, and may be hit five times 
before losing a life—and there are no 
continues. Fortunately, Bart may grab the 
Occasional Grape Squishee to replenish 
some of his energy, so the situation isn't 
hopeless. 

| had high expectations when | first sat 
down to this one, as the opening music, 
animation and story line sequences are 
done very well. Once the game gets 
started, though, the excitement kind of 
dwindles. The graphics and sound effects 
are ho-hum through the action areas, and 
the special games can become tedious to 
an extent. The story line and ideas behind 
the game are just fine, but the actual meat 
of the game just didn't satisfy me, even 
though | did make progress into the heart 


of the game. Simpsons fans will likely get 
something out of Bart vs. The World, but 
don't count on the name alone to provide 
the game play. Take a look first. 

—Brent Walker 
Acclaim Entertainment 
71 Audrey Ave. 
Oyster Bay, NY 11771 
(516) 922-2400 


KONAMI 
For the Nintendo Entertainment 
System ($39.95) 





PLAYABILITY 12346 6 TESS 10 
OVERALL 1223245 gga 9 10 


If you were to consider what kind of 
animal would be appropriate as a 
superhero figure, rabbits probably 
wouldn't be high up on your list; but, after 
taking a look at Bucky O'Hare, you might 
change your mind. 

As the leader of the five-member crew 
of the rebel spaceship Highteous 
indignation, Bucky O'Hare needs all the 
luck that his two rabbit feet can give him. 


ех Murphy, the herd boiled gumshoe of MEAN STREETS, 
returns to your VGA screen in MARTIAN MEMORANDUM; 
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io tind Tis missing daughter. 
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His four crew members 
have been kidnapped by 
Air Marshal Felix Von 
Ribbettropp of the evil 
Toad Empire, and im- 
prisoned on four different 
planets under Toad control. 
Playing the part of Bucky, B — 
| i | md ке 
your goal is to first free f 
each of your friends from |72 m * 
Toad imprisonment, then АУМ: — 
take on the Air Marshal ж est 
himself in the Toad Magna 
Tanker spaceship. 
The Toads have allies to 
help them, so Bucky will have to go up 
against spiders, worms, bees, fish, laser 
cannons, giant insects and even mammal- 
eating plants, just to name a few. As each 
crew member is rescued, his powers will 
complement Bucky's. You may switch to 
another crew member at any time merely 
by hitting the SELECT button. Each crew 
member has a particular weapon and a 
different special ability that will make him 


useful in different areas of the game, so | 


the order that they are rescued in is 
important. 

Bucky, on the other hand, has a normal 
weapon, but has the special ability to 
jump very high by holding down the fire 


button and letting the power meter build [ 


to its maximum, There are three power 
levels for these special abilities, which 
may be increased by special power-up 


icons found throughout the game. Dead- | 


Eye Duck is Bucky’s gunnery officer, and 
he has a three-way gun, as well as the 
ability to climb walls. Android First Class 
Blinky has bombs that can destroy walls 
and ice, and the ability to fly for short 
periods of time. Only by combining the 
abilities of Bucky's crew will you stand a 
chance of defeating the Toad Empire. 

Each planet has several stages 
contained within it, as does the Magna 
Tanker. There aren't always boss guys at 
the end of each stage, but they are 
scattered throughout the game, which 
breaks up the flow of the game nicely. 
There is plenty of blasting action 
necessary to wipe out the Toadies, their 
cronies and the toadlike weapons 
systems, but there are also several areas 
where planning and carefully timed jumps 
are the key to survival. 

Bucky has a life meter to let you know 
how much of your health remains and a 
power meter that shows your current 
power level for your special ability. Power 
icons, 1-ups, bonus points and health 
icons are scattered about with enough 
regularity to keep Bucky going, but 
unlimited continues from the beginning of 
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the current stage are enough to keep even 
the most hapless player in the game. An 
additional password feature is also 
available, where a password will be given 
for the completion of major areas within 


Р. the game; so, if you have to power down, 


you may continue at least close to where 


| you left off. 


Bucky O'Hare strikes a nice balance 


| between being difficult and easy. The early 


P] portions of the game should be easily 
| handled by even the most inexperienced 
players, but the difficulty steadily 
increases throughout the game, so that, 


` even with the continues, it will take some 


time to complete. 
The action and challenges are different 


“К enough from other games to keep 
J everything interesting, with decent graphics 


and sound to round things out. Admittedly, 


EM the graphics aren't extraordinary, but the 
A.M way they are done, especially the characters 
| during the introduction sequences, gives the 


game character. 
| enjoyed the game, and | wouldn't be 
surprised if Bucky O'Hare makes another 


| appearance in the continuing war against 


the Toads. 
—B.W. 
Konami 


| 900 Deerfield Parkway 
—| Buffalo Grove, IL 60089-4570 
E (708) 215-5100 


Super Off-Road 
TRADEWEST 
For the Super NES ($54.95) 





OVERALL 


The backdrop for the action is any of 16 
different tracks contained within an indoor 
stadium, with flags and pylons marking the 
way over bumps, hills and the lakes of mud 
and water. Slight variations increase the 
track scenarios to a total of 64 different 
versions that may be raced. Obstacles 
placed on the track (such as hay bales) or 
having the race proceed in the opposite 
direction are some examples of these 
variations. 

Unlike the original, only two players 
may compete as either a red or blue truck 
out on the track. However, there will 
always be four trucks in each race, with 
either two or three of them being 
computer-controlled. 

As play proceeds from race to race, a 
player must finish in at least third place to 
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continue to the next track. If you don't 
make the cut, you have the option to 
continue or end. Unlimited continues are 


available, but your truck loses some of the | 


extra upgrade items you have pur- 


chased—add-ons that are necessary for ad 


one to stay competitive. 

To increase the incentive for placing high 
in each race, money is awarded for the first 
three places after each race. First place gets 
$150,000, second gets $100,000 and third 


gets a mere $50,000. This may sound like a | 
lot, but these trucks are expensive to = 


upgrade. After the prize money has been 
handed out, an equipment-upgrade screen 
appears, where better parts for your vehicle 
may be purchased. A more powerful engine 
will run you $100,000, and, with six engine 
classes available, you can see how quickly 


that money will be spent. Tires (for better 
traction), shocks (less bounce on the bumps | 
and tighter cornering) and acceleration || 


upgrades are also available _ 
(also six classes each), as well | 
as the most important items: | 
the nitro boosts. 

The computer-controlled № 
vehicles don't just leisurely =a 
cruise around the track, so 
expect to be challenged each 
and every race—even when 
your truck is maxed out with ee 
performance items. Learning Ete 
to hoard and properly use [ 
your nitros is the key to Е 
success, once you master 
negotiating the many 
track hazards. Money and 
nitro boosts may also be 
collected as the race is 
taking place, and they 
appear as small icons that | 
show up in random loca- | 
tions on the tracks. | 

The visual portions of | 
Super Off-Road are faithful 
to the original, with nicely 
drawn tracks and trucks 
and an animated starting | 
gun with checkered flag | 
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Road, bY 
Tradewest, is а 
straightforward 
racing game 
that any player 
should be able 
to play and 
master. 


| end each race. The majority of 
the graphics are devoted to 
representations of the muddy 
dips and curvature of the tracks, 
but everything looks great. 

The music and sound effects 
are very good—the roar of the 
engines as the trucks take off and 
the whine of the nitrous kicking 
in fit right in with some great 
background music that plays 
| during and between the races. 

The only questionable aspect of the 
game would be its longevity, as even 
E with the variety of tracks and truck 
options, it doesn't take long to max out 
everything, and | personally lost interest 
after that point. Otherwise, Super Off- 
Road is a straightforward racing game 
that any player should be able to play 
and master, and will provide enjoyment 
| for anyone who liked the original or has 
` the urge to go muddin'. 

—B.W. 


Tradewest 


2400 S. Highway 75 
Corsicana, TX 75110 
(903) 874-2683 
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Look out! Monsters! Hey, wait а minute. 


| These monsters are little—only a couple of 


inches high. They sure can't do much 
damage to us full-sized people. However, 
that hasn't stopped the bad monsters from 
challenging the good monsters to an all-out 
war in the world of humans. In Konami's 
new Monster in Мұ Focket, you can help the 
good monsters win the fight by taking 
control of a tiny Dracula or Frankenstein and 
wiping out evil wherever you can find it. 

You'll start out in Jack's room (Jack is the 
only human who knows about the monsters 
and is the good monsters' friend), and battle 
your way through a world filled with huge 
radios (at least as compared with pint-sized 
monsters) and mountainous chairs, among 
other gargantuan furniture. The bad 
monsters will attack relentlessly. Your only 
chance is to study their moves and blast 
them before they can get to you. Along the 
way, you'll find hearts in jars that'll replenish 
your lifeline. 
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If you get past Jack's room, 
you then must make your way 
through the kitchen, down into 
a sewer pipe (yuck!), past а 
construction site and through а 
bamboo garden before you'll 
reach the final battle at Monster 
Mountain. Each location has | 
plenty of natural obstacles, as | 
well as more monsters than will 
fit in a qym bag. (Hey, don't 
laugh. You can get a lot of 
these little guys into a bag that 
size.) Natural obstacles include 
things like hot stove tops and 
barbed wire. 


At the end of each area, you must defeat | 
a boss monster. The bosses you'll meet | 
include: Spring-Heeled Jack, who leaps | 
about and throws knives; Bigfoot, who can | 
freeze you solid with his icy breath; and | 


Kraken, who rises from below and stings 
vou with his writhing tentacles. Of course, 
each boss has his own set of monster 
friends that you must defeat before you can 
get to the boss. You'll battle zombies, 
skeletons, hunchbacks, witches, ghouls, 
ogres, ghosts and just about every creature 
of evil you can imagine. 

Unfortunately, while there's plenty of 
action for the jump-and-shoot gamer, it's all 
been done before, with very little extra 
included in the game to make it special. In 
fact, Monster in My Pocket is one long string 
of jumping and shooting, with nothing to 
break up the monotony. For example, 
except for things like giant keys that can be 
picked up and thrown, there are по special 
weapons to discover. In addition, although 
each enemy has its own method of attack, 
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none is particularly tricky. It'll take only 
about two attempts at a level to learn 
| everything you need to know to defeat it. 

| Monster in My Pocket is truly ordinary. 
| И seems to me that its creators were 
| monstrously lazy and put together a 
skeleton сгеуу of a game, the minimum to 
| get by. 
| —QC.W. 
| Konami Inc. 

900 Deerfield Parkway 

Buffalo Grove, IL 60089-4510 

(708) 215-5100 


ELECTROWIC ARTS 
For the Sega Genesis ($69.95) 
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Welcome to the year 2456, about 400 
years following the nuclear war that 
persuaded the governments of Earth to 
finally disarm their doomsday weapons, 
and about 200 years after the oppressive 
RAM (Russo-American Mercantile) 
wrested control of Earth. In this hopeful 
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year, the rebels of Old 
Earth, fed up with RAM 
rule, have formed NEO 
(New Earth Organization) 
in order to fight for 
freedom. With their new 
leader, Buck Rogers, 
whose frozen body was 
discovered in space, NEO 
is confident of victory. 

But they need your | 
help. In Buck Rogers, a 
new role-playing game 
(RPG) for the Sega 
Genesis, you must guide 
your band of six rebels through М 
seven danger-fraught space 8 
adventures. In your travels, Ы 
you'll help thwart а RAM attack | 
on Earth, clean the evil life 
forms from a drifting RAM 
spyship, battle RAM battleships 
in deep space, rescue children 
from a military base in the 
asteroids and much more. 

When you slap the cartridge 
into your machine, you can, by ан 
selecting the “prerolled” ЕШ 
characters, begin the adventure 
immediately, or you can take the 
time to create the six members 
of the rebel party yourself. Much 
like the characters created using | 
the Dungeons & Dragons M 
gaming rules, each rebel has | 
different strength, dexterity, | 
constitution, charisma and tech 
(technical know-how) scores. In CAD 
addition, three races and four ien. ARE FLEEING. Y TE HOLE 
careers are available. A well- ретті, a 
rounded party must have а good = M 
mix of abilities and attributes. 

Throughout the adventure, you 
explore the locations to which you're | 
sent, unearthing clues and completing 
the assigned tasks. Ав you томе | 
through an area, random enemy attacks | 
keep you perched on your battle toes. 
When combat starts, you must fight to 
the death, although you can put each | 
character into auto-mode, wherein you [PE 
sit back and let the computer handle the 5 
combat details. If you like to get your 
hands bloody, though, you can take full 
control of the combat, arming the rebals, 
maneuvering them about the battlefield 
and targeting their attacks. Whether you 
or the computer choreographs the fights, 
plan on meeting some horrendously 
gruesome enemies. 

Buck Rogers plays like the typical 
Genesis RPG, with a dash of Metal Gear, 
the classic for the Mintendo Entertainment 
System, thrown into the broth. But, unlike 
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most RPGs, the outcomes of battles seem 


based to a great extent on chance, rather 
than on strength gained by gathering 
experience. Because characters are given 
level advances only after they complete a 
mission, there’s no way for them to gain 
an advantage over a specific enemy by 
gathering additional experience points. 


| | You'll find yourself saving the game before 
TT HAVE FOUND A DERELICT SPACESHIP 1 


each major battle, and then replaying the 
scene until luck favors your side. 

More disappointing, though, are this 
game's primitive graphics. Only a 
minimum of effort has been lavished on 
each location's background, and the 
characters themselves are rendered as 
mostly unremarkable blobs. In the 
graphics department, at least, Buck 
Rogers can't hold a candle to RPGs like the 
Phantasy Star series. The music, too, is 
mostly pretty dreadful stuff (although the 
sound effects are okay). Thank heavens 
the music can be turned off. 

In spite of its weaknesses, Buck Hogers 
plays well enough to give role-playing 
fans something to do while they wait for 
the next Phantasy Star. И, however, you 
have no interest in RPGs, this one sure 
won't convert you. 

—C.W. 
Electronic Arts 
1450 Fashion Island Blvd. 
San Mateo, CA 94404 
(415) 572-ARTS 
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PLAYABILITY 
OVERALL 


lf we're to believe video-game 
designers, game shows are gonna start 


| getting real nasty in a few years. Games 


like Fatal Rewind апа Acclaim's SNES 
adaptation of the arcade game Smash TV 
ride on the theme of Stephen King's The 
Running Man: games played by heavily 
armored contestants in high-tech arenas, 
competing to win luggage, a trip to 
Bermuda or a grand prize chosen 
especially for them (like their continued 
existence}. 

Here's how we play the game. You, and 
maybe a friend (if you're playing in two- 
player mode), get your basic armor and 
gun, then head out to the first arena. 
Battle any enemies you find there while 
we drop in grenades, bombs, missile 
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launchers, temporary 
shields, speeder- 
uppers, bonus lives, 
keys to locked areas 
and other valuable 
gifts. Pick ‘em up 
before they dis- 
appear! Once you've 
cleared the first 
arena, you'll be able 
to move around and 
explore all the arenas 
on each level. But 
look out, because [ 
one of them contains 
Da Boss, and you'll 
have to eliminate Da aS. = 
before you can move оп to 
the next round of arenas. 
Clear all of the arenas on 
each of the four levels and 
find the hidden SuperDome, 
and you, too, can be the 
Smash ТУ Grand Champion! 

The camera catches the | 
action from high above, away 
from the wild pyrotechnics 
and ground-shaking violence. 
Thus, the players, and most 
of the enemies, are fairly 
small on-screen, though still в 
detailed enough to clearly 
show the important things 
(what kind of weapon you're | 
carrying, whether or not that Н 
enemy is pounding on you | | 
with а bat, etc.). But the | 
bosses are huge апа | 
animated more fluidly and | 
realistically than in most 
other 16-bit home games. 
Basically, this is a sci-fi 
version of games like 
Berzerk, Вобоігоп апа 
Gauntlet, where opponents flood you р 
in waves from all sides, in outrageous Fx 
numbers, forcing you to fight hard to f 
reach those all-important bonuses. 
You can't accidentally gun down your 
partner; nice not to have to worry 
about that. You can finish the game [ 
without finding the SuperDome, but 
you won't get the optimal ending. 

Control doesn't come easily. You M 
want to hold the controller slightly at a —— s 
diagonal and use the cluster of four 
buttons as a diamond, With practice, you'll 
be able to shoot in eight directions quite 
deftly. However, a joystick would make 
this much easier. 

Despite the small characters, the graphics 
are excellent overall. They're spectacular in 
all the right places, with good backgrounds 
and screen-shaking special effects. Yet the 
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slowdowns are nowhere near as frequent as 
in most other SMES games with this level of 
screen activity. There's some noticeable 
flickering at times, mostly with the bosses, 
but nothing that affects game play, and only 
when the other animation on-screen is 
ambitious. 

The music and sound effects are also 
top notch; there's a variety of themes, 
convincing sound effects and screams of 
pain that'll bring tears to your eyes. 

Smash TV is suitably sarcastic about its 
own content. Finish a level, and scores are 
tallied, with the huge beefcake players 
flailing their arms in delight for winning 
toasters. Getting killed involves hideously 
graphic electrocutions, or you may simply 
spin around and dissolve into the ground. 
While Smash TV is the kind of relentlessly 
brutal game that will make some parents 
want to unplug the SMES and hide it in the 
attic, it's also the kind of game that two 
kids (of any age) are likely to have 
incredible fun playing. And, for the losers, 
we have some splendid parting gifts.... 

—4.M. 
Acclaim Entertainment 
71 Audrey Ave. 
Ovyster Bay, NY 11771 
(516) 922-2400 
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Ғ-22 Interceptor 


ELECTRONIC ARTS 
For the Sega Genesis (549.95) 





F-22 Interceptor has the action of an 
arcade jet game, yet incorporates the 


strategy of a simulator—just enough to | 


make it more “respectable” among other 
flight shooters, if you will. F-22 features 
air-to-air and air-to-ground combat, 
usually happening together. Three levels 
quide the unfamiliar from instructional 
missions—complete with helpful, on- 
screen instructions—to full-fledged 
combat scenarios. Four theaters of war are 
listed, each having 30 missions. 

The first theater is basic training over 


the United States. Next, you go to Korea to Press START for 


prevent North Korea from penetrating the 
DMZ. Then it's off to Saudi Arabia to stir up 
another desert storm with Iraqi forces. The 
toughest is the Soviet Union. Mig pilots are 
on their way to the U.S. оп a renegade 
mission. This makes for a total of 120 
missions. 

If this is not enough action, you can go 


against the aces from the four countries | 


listed, using cannon fire only. Still sounds 
like a piece of cake? Then customize your 
own missions and determine such details 
as how aggressive (or passive) your 
opponents are and the amount of 
weaponry they shoot at you. 

The numerous enemy weapons range 
from various Mig fighters and helicopters 
to ground equipment like antiaircraft 
missile launchers and tanks. Missile silos, 
communication towers, military head- 
quarters and other buildings are some of 
the targets you'll have to demolish. 

Your F-22 is armed pretty well—but you 
must use your weapons conservatively. 


Three air-to-air and three air-to-ground | 
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Counter Tatars 





missilas are available, 
depending on the mission. 
The air-to-airs have various 
ranges and heat-seeking 
ability. The TOW and 
Maverick air-to-grounds are 
manually quided by you, thus 
| ensuring hits from farther 
» | distances. 

| Besides shooting апа 
| blowing up things, there are 
the usual takeoff and 
landing sequences to 
handle. Апа a midair linkup 
with a fuel tanker adds a nice 
touch. But, if you don't want 
to bother with these details, 
you can shut them off from 

your дате. 

| In fact, almost everything 
Щ can be turned off or adjusted 
| at whim, from the game's 
music to your enemies' 
"combat nervousness." You 
can arm your jet with 
unlimited fuel, ammunition or 
missiles whenever needed 
—even during combat. F-22 
сап be made as challenging or ав easy 
as you want. You can play it like a 
"realistic" simulator or turn it into a 
fancier Afterburner. Talk about having it 
your way. 

The graphics are great. Aircraft and 

| ground weapons are rendered in the 
same 3-D style as a computer 
simulation. And things move smoothly 
and as fast as you set the action, without 
a slowdown in animation that | have yet 
` to observe. 
The game's perspective switches to the 
enemy's and will depict missiles being 
launched. Other scenes show your plane 
landing, taking off, a 360-degree view of 
your jet, your craft from behind (making 
the graphics akin to that of Afterburner) 
and so on. Of course, you can turn this 
fancy stuff off if you prefer staring at the 
cockpit. 

| haven't even gone into other niceties, 
like the effects of sun glare or "red outs" 
and "blackouts" that obscure your vision às 
your jet pulls Gs, but you get the idea. 
Electronic Arts strivas to bring computer- 
style entertainment to video-game systems 
without sacrificing complex play. With F-22 
Interceptor, it has succeeded in doing this to 
the jet combat simulator, and has made it 
easier to play, as well. 
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eople seldom say а kind word about reruns, but most 
gamers would gladly take a 1992 as exciting as the year 
just ended. Despite many lingering problems, the elec- 
tronic-entertainment business made great strides in 1991, The 
8-bit software titles started to fade to black, but the amount 
of 16-bit and IBM PC games more than took up the slack 
with double-digit sales gains during the summer and fall. 
There's new technology coming that will blow the doors 
off today’s game console and computer gear, but publish- 
© ers didn't sit on their hands waiting for multimedia and 
CD to capture the public's imagination, Development 
groups repeatedly pushed hardware to the limit in 
L991 with a new generation of superslick, 
highly detailed games, particularly on the com- 
puter side of the slate. 
A similar situation occurred in the mid- 
19805, when IBM PC began to overtake the 6502- 
based computers. Companies were caught between 
- the desire to explore the potential of more powerful 
E yj machines and the necessity of catering to the existing 
9, 7 market. Some produced multidisk monsters that leapt far 
beyond typical 48K computer games. Unfortunately, 
ground breakers like Time Zone (Sierra On-Line) required a 










2 i № f Ff whole stack of disks, which made play unwieldy. Some of this 
ш а year's finest games are the same story; only owners of top-ol- 
= Я p the-line equipment can get full enjoyment from fantastic titles like 
I / ActRaiser, Martian Memorandum and Wing Commander H. 
d ; Arnie Katz, computer entertainment editor, chaired a panel of 
zi judges comprised of VG&CE's writers and editors. This panel examined 
z hundreds of video and computer games published between October 1, 1990 and 
5 / ' November 1, 1991. Here we present the judges’ choices as the very best elec- 
i | іголіс-етіегізітілегі games. 
gi: The judges hope that readers whose favorites didn't make 


this year’s list will forgive such omissions. This is 
VG&CE's salute to the best of the year. And 
now...the winners! 
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ENTERTAINMENT. 





THE 





ШІН GAME OF THE YEAR 

Of all the awards, the best game of 
the year is perhaps the easiest to decide 
on. It can be harder to figure out the 
one game with the best sound or the 
best strategy, but the overall best game 
is the one game that runs hot on all 
cylinders and strikes you hard on all 
counts, For that reason, Sega’s Sonic the 
Hedgehog is VG&CE's pick for Best 
Video Game of 1991. 





With this fast-paced action contest, 


Sega has created not only a successful 
game, but a lasting character in the 
form of a sassy, blue hedgehog. He's 
becoming more visible each day, see- 
ing that he is now packaged in every 
Genesis sold, and he also made his 
first cameo appearance іп Sega's Rad 
Mobile arcade game. He's not soon to 
go away, with recent Sega Master Sys- 
tem and Game Gear releases of Sonic 
the Hedgehog and another Genesis 
game slated for this fall. But the im- 
portant thing to consider is how Sonic 
brought the 16-bit market into peo- 
ple's faces. 





HONORABLE MENTION 
Characters are a big part of any suc- 


cessful video game. The year 1991 
brought to view some new faces—the 
Battletoads. Not quite as refined a 
group as the Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles, the Battletoads are a gangly 
limbed bunch of reptiles, certainly not 
the type you would expect to be video- 
game heroes. The game Battletoads 
(Tradewest for the NES) wasn't just 
these characters, though. 1t was excit- 
ing, edge-of-the-seat action, reflex test- 
ing and plain fun. 

Let us not forget the first Disney 
character, Mickey Mouse, to hit the 
Genesis in a game—though the count 
is higher now with Fantasia and Quack- 
shot also on the Genesis’ software list. 
Castle of Illusion 5tarring Michey Mouse 
(Sega for the Genesis) didn't just bank 
on the popularity of everyone's favorite 
mouse, but offered an action game that 
provided hours of challenge to every- 
one who took it on. 


Best Sports Vinco GANE 
When our editors got together to 
discuss which games would receive our 
coveted awards, the only unanimous 
choice was in the Sports category. NHL 
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Hockey (Electronic Arts for the Gene- 
sis) employs state-of-the-art technol- 
ogy, something that we've come to ex- 
pect from this cutting-edge company, 
but doesn't let it get in the way of the 
game play. Realistic hockey is what ev- 
eryone is raving about with NHL 
Hockey, from the sounds of the game 
to the licensed lineups that make up 
the rosters of each team. Electronic 
Arts seems to be the team to beat in 
sports simulations. 


HONORABLE MENTION 

The 1991 football market for the 
Genesis brought us a few entries. 
Among them, Sega signed a big deal 
with 5an Francisco 49er Joe Montana 
and promptly unleashed a 16-bit won- 
der with his name on it; but EA coun- 
tered that with a Genesis version of 
John Madden Football. The latter install- 
ment just beat out Montana for the the 
king of the gridiron hill, thanks to its 
digitized speech of play-by-play an- 
nouncing and its full 28-team lineup to 
choose from. 

A late entry in the video-game sports 
field, Roger Clemens MVP Baseball (LJN 
for the NES) is showing that it doesn't 
take 16-bit power to be successful. Re- 
ceiving its name from the Boston Red 
Sox power pitcher, LJN has filled its 
cartridge with realistic on-field view- 
points, including several different cam- 
era angles with interactive close-ups. A 
parody on player names is used, 
though realistic player statistics are im- 
plemented. 


Best Action Wingo Game 
This is a big category in our awards, 
and the winner is a sleeper. Micro Ma- 
chines (Camerica for the NES) isn't li- 
censed for play on the NES, nor is it 
easy to find in stores. However, every- 
one who plays this game is instantly 
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SPIDER 
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drawn in by its cute but challenging 


game play. Based on the little toy vehi- 
cles (from Galoob Toys), this cartridge 
creates an innovative driving game that 
takes place on the types of venues 
where you'd expect to find these little 
autos: table tops, bathtubs and more. 
But it's not just the scenery that does it; 
the control of the Micro Machines is 
also impeccable and offers that rarity in 
video games today: head-to-head com- 
petition. At all costs, you should seek 
out this gem. 


HONORABLE MENTION 

As discussed before, Sonic the Hedge- 
hog (Sega for the Genesis) contains a 
lot of action, so it's impossible to ig- 
nore it in this category. When Sonic 
gets a running start, rolls into a ball 
and heads down one of the many curv- 
ing tubes, is there anything that can 
beat it? Okay, so Micro Machines beat it 
to win the category, but there's not 
much else that beats it. Sonic the Hedge- 
hog is hot stuff. 

Nintendo also unveiled its latest 
entry in the console market with the 
Super Nintendo Entertainment System, 
and, as expected, a new Super Mario 
game surfaced with it. Super Mario 
World (Nintendo for the SNES) showed 
off the new hardware—featuring vivid 
graphics and wonderful sound—but 
also introduced a lot of new play me- 
chanics to the genre. SMW offers 96 
goals that puzzle the player, but mainly 
lots of the typical Super Mario action 
that gamers have come to expect. 
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Best Science-Fiction Vinea GAME 

Last year's Sci-Fi winner, Whip Rush 
by Renovation, was considered a hot 
game by VG&CE's editors. "What 
makes Whip Rush stand out from its 
peers," we said, "is its attention to de- 
tail and quality..." It’s no surprise, 
then, that Renovation would again take 
the Sci-Fi category by storm with Ga- 
iares on the Genesis. The cartridge is 
filled with tons of exciting encounters 
in space, again packed with quality 
graphics, sound and, above all, intense 
challenge. Renovation seems to be the 
team to beat. 


HONORABLE MENTION 

Veigues Tactical Gladiator (NEC for 
the TurboGrafx-16) puts you in the 
steel shoes of a powerful robot, but 
there are other robots trying to prevent 
you from completing your mission. The 
game is all fast-moving action, with 
metal creatures whooshing in from all 
sides. Now if only we had a couple to 
fight L.A. traffic... 

EA has done a good job of bringing 
some of its wonderful computer games 
to the console market without much 
sacrifice—in fact, some benefit from 
the translation, it seems. One game that 
made the trip to the Genesis without 
loss is Starflight. The Genesis version of 
Starflight seemed to bridge the gap in a 
Genesis genre that was a void. 
Starflighrs futuristic, interplanetary ex- 
ploration theme let gamers come in 
contact with alien races and explore 
270 star systems with 800 planets to 
Survey. 


Best SIMULATION Vinco Gane 

The only cartridges available for the 
first few weeks of the SNES’ store life 
were a trio of Nintendo titles: Super 
Mario World (included with the sys- 
tem), an arcade scroller; Pilotwings, a 
simulator that tested your ability to fly 
through the air with the greatest of ease 


and F-Zero, a driving game that brings 
Pole Position into the 7906. Pilotwings 
stood out as a game with little tie to 
anything before it. Sure, there have 
been plane-piloting games before, but 
that is just a fraction of what makes up 
this SNES game. 





The telling factor is watching some- 
one trying to hit the rings with the 
plane, or the parachutist attempting to 
land on the moving platform with the 
jet pack or maneuvering away from 
enemy fire in the helicopter scenes. 





Whenever a player is squirming in his | 


chair, as if he can actually allect the ac- 
tions of his on-screen counterpart that 
way, it's apparent that he has lost the 


concept that it's just a game. He's living | 
it, and that is the key to a successful | 


simulation. 


HONORABLE MENTION 
A late 1991 entry in the category is 
Road Rash (Electronic Arts for the Gen- 


esis), a motorcycle racing game with a | 





little bit more. It requires you to not | 


only make it to the finish line, but to 
battle your way through the race to get 


there. The best parts of Road Rash are | 


the scenery and animation—you cruise | 


through varied terrain, and you have to 
kick, punch and slap to carve a clear 
path through competing bikers. I don't 
think when Atari came up with Pole Po- 
sition it ever envisioned that the game 
would evolve to include weapons—but 


here it is. 


Best Staarecy Winco Game 
The use of CDs as a storage medium 
is only now being tapped, but 1992 will 
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undoubtedly show the gaming commu- 
nity how seriously the industry takes 
the concept of CD games. The benefits 
are large: giant games with lots of lav- 
ish graphics and realistic digitized 
sound on a cheap-to-duplicate—yet 
nearly impossible-to-pirate—format, 
but, of course, the market still has to be 
seeded with hardware before the soft- 


ware will proliferate. 


VD LI Bist em tor - 
сап do tor 00 


CU ers 


Anvth i ng | 
he ошпег asks as he 


nut of the back 


Foon 





The beacon that's showing the way 
to go is NEC, with its TurboGralx-CD 
Player for the TG-16. Though the CD 
releases have been sparse, JB Harold 
Murder Club (NEC for the TG-16) 
shows the potential for CD games. It's a 
murder-mystery that lets the player 
view through a detective's eyes and 
guide the private eye in solving the 
case. Surely, this isn't the end-all, be-all 
of CD games, but very lew have taken 
this type of chance. It cuts a new path 
in video games. 


HONORABLE MENTION 

There are very few platforms that 
Maxis’ SimCity hasn't appeared on, and 
the year that sees no new SimCity will 
indeed be the one that sees no honor- 
ing of it in the УСУСЕ Best ofs. How- 
ever, іп 1991 we saw a version of the 
classic unleashed on the SNES market 
by Nintendo. Certainly some things 
were changed in it, but most would 
agree that the end result is a better 
game. A smoother operating interface 
that employed the use of a character 
that interjected helpful tips and advice 
on how to plan your city added to the 
ease of the game. 
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Another computer game that made 
its way to a cartridge is a Tetris muta- 
tion called Blockout (Electronic Arts for 
the Genesis, Atari lor the Lynx). Imag- 
ine playing Tetris by looking directly 
into a pit and you'll only get the basic 
idea. From there, you have to rotate 
pieces on three axes, visualizing the 
depth of the pit as well. The Lynx ver- 
sion is particularly exciting, capturing 
all the nuances of its predecessors in 


portable form. 





Best MILITARYSTRATEEY ШІН GANE 
Yet another in a series of PC-to-Gen- 


esis translations, Centurion (Electronic 
Arts for the Genesis) gave video-game 
warriors a smorgasbord of strategv/war 
gaming with plenty of arcade se- 
quences, superb graphics and sound ef- 
[ects on the side. 


HoNORABLE MENTION 

With a very strong emphasis on 
strategv, Warrior of Rome (Micronet/ 
Bignet for the Genesis) offered gamers 
countless hours of compelling play. 
Each scenario takes place on a grid di- 
vided into hundreds of squares with 
different types of terrain. Warrior of 
Rome is solid, lengthy and easy to play, 
and it serves as a great introduction to 
the genre. 


Best Actiau-Staarecy Vinco GAME 
Its a strategy! It's an arcade action 
game! It's a strategy! It's an arcade ac- 
tion game! 
Неу, there's no need to argue over 
ActRatser (Enix for the SNES), because 


it’s a strategy and an arcade action 
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game! One half of the game is a blend 
of Populous and SimCity where you 
build various lands by defeating evil 
creatures. The other section of the 
game is scrolling combat that pits you 
against all forms of beast. Combined, 


ActRaiser is one of the most innovative 


cartridges we've seen for awhile. It has 
made us more anxious to see Dungeon 
Master on the SNES. 


HONORABLE MENTION 

In a strange twist, Electronic Arts li- 
censed its involving computer Strategy, 
688 Attack Sub, to Sega for release on 
the Genesis, and it turned out to be 
one of the neatest games to hit the car- 
tridge market. Combat by submarine 
has been done before successfully, but 
688 puts all aspects of the sub in your 
hands. This game isn't for the claustro- 
phobic. 





It's a great Cinderella story: А com- 


puter programmer in northern Califor- 
nia goes fanatic over a game system, 
successfully licenses and translates a 
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pair of big-name Japanese games апа 
lets them loose on the industry—to 
rave reviews. Though Working De- 
signs version of Cadash didn't make 
the dates to be considered for 
VGé&CE's 199] awards, its Parasol 
Stars (Working Designs for the TG-16) 
did beat the cutoff. The third install- 
ment in the Bubble Bobble series, Para- 
sol Stars takes Bubby and Bobby on fur- 
ther with 
backgrounds, a varied selection of char- 
acters and lots of hidden bonuses. 


adventures colorful 


Above all, though, it gives the player 
some interesting situations to get out 
of. We expect more in the future from 
this fledgling game publisher. 





Best Anventure Vioto GAME 
In last year's accounting of the best 


games of 1990, we split this prize be- 
tween Sega's Phantasy Star П (for the 
Genesis) and NEC's Ys—Book I and П 
(for the TG-16). Seeing that NEC's next 
chapter in the Ys saga, Wanderers From 
Ys, wasn't released in time for 1991 
consideration, Sega did bring another 
Phantasy Star to the Genesis market— 
with great success. Bringing together a 
bunch of different adventures into one 
cart, РЭШ offers hours of enjoyment 
and adventuring for the avid gamer. 
This is one of those games that will 
have you looking at the clock at three 
in the morning and wondering where 
the time went. It's crammed with oo- 
dles of lush graphics, and it immerses 
the player in its story. Of course, next 


year will probably bring another battle 
between NEC and Sega, with a little 
Zelda Ш mixed in.... 


HONORABLE MENTION 

Actually, Sega had a great one-two 
punch in the Adventure genre with 
Phantasy Star Ш and Sword of Vermilion 
(for the Genesis). In the tradition of its 
predecessors, Phantasy Star Ш contains 
innumerable plot twists and assorted 
surprises, coupled with countless com- 
bal sequences to enthrall RPG gamers. 

Sword of Vermilion elements create 
an atmosphere that make it vanish as a 
game and, instead, transform into a liv- 
ing world of enchantment. 


Best Souno IM A ШІН Game 

It's not odd that an SNES game 
would take the cake in this category, 
thanks to the muscular audio chip that 
is built into the console. With that in 
mind, the champion is the one that 
flexes that muscle and wrings out all it 
can muster. ActRaiser (Enix for the 
SNES) does that with wonderful, or- 
chestral themes and sound effects. Enix 
could have left well enough alone with 
the game play that won it the Best Ac- 
tion/Strategy Video Game award, but it 
went the one step further by loading it 
up with fabulous audio, too. 


HONORABLE MENTION 

Though most people are considering 
the Neo*Geo out of the budget of many 
gamers, its performance still can't be ig- 
nored. Though, unfortunately, many of 
the Neo*Geo's early titles didn't have 
great game play, one standout in the 
field is Magician Lord (SNK). It features 
some great video effects, but primarily 
offers the player a cornucopia of beau- 
tiful sound. It must be heard through 
headphones to be fully appreciated. 

The old saying, “Good things come 
in small packages” was never as true as 
it is with Klax (Atari for the Lynx). This 
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challenging strategy game pumps out a 
slew of sound effects—falling tiles cause 
clanks, but you'll also hear cheers, 
groans and oohs—that seem to be too 
much for such a tiny device. Believe it. 
(Before VG&CE takes any heat for 
awarding Klax an award in 1991, when 
the Lynx version was listed in the 1990 
awards, we'll take the opportunity to 
correct ourselves a year later, The Lynx 
version wasn't released until 1991. So 


there.) 





Best Grapmics IN A Vinco GAME 

Though Electronic Arts has taken a 
big share of the awards, Mickey Mouse 
himself isn't too far behind. Though his 
Castle of Ilusion Starring Mickey Mouse 
was awarded an Honorable Mention in 
the Video Game of the Year category, 
we can't ignore his second game of the 
year, Fantasia (Sega for the Genesis), 
for its posh images. Disney has built its 
reputation on smooth and colorful ani- 
mations, and Sega is doing its best to 
capture that in silicon. And Mickey 
doesn't look 50 either. 


HONORABLE MENTION 

Sega's Shadow Dancer proved to be a 
graphics surprise, giving Revenge of Shi- 
nobi a run for the money. Shadow 
Dancers spectacular graphics included 
hreathtaking earthquakes that split the 
screen in half, creatures that emerged 
from brickwork and an array of multi- 
level parallax scrolling. 

Battletoads. Just the mere mention 
of the word brings a goofy smile to any- 
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one's face. If you've played Tradewests 
NES game, you have more reason to 
smile, because you know that there's 
more to this one than a gimmick. The 
game consists of a batch of toad heroes 
in a scrolling action game, but the best 
parts of Battletoads are the very car- 
toonlike visuals. This isn't just an еп- 
joyable and challenging game to play; 
it's fun to look at, too. Thats a strong 
argument that 8-bit gaming isn't dead. 


Best бейе то Vinto GAME TRANSLATION 

These days, "translation" is a deli- 
cate term. There are some games, 
namely Neo*Geo titles, that aren't so 
much translations as they are arcade 
games in a home cartridge. The game 
you get at your local store for your 
Neo*Geo is virtually the same you'll 
see at the arcade. For that reason, 
sadly, we can't really consider Neo*Geo 
software for this category. However, 
there are tons of other games that really 
are conversions, and usually the task is 
to cram all the nuances of the coin-op 
into the memory constraints of a 
teensy-tiny cartridge. 

One that caught us by surprise is 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles II—The 
Arcade Game (Ultra for the NES), 
which captured the spirit of the best- 
selling coin-op. When TMNT I came 
out, lots of gamers were disappointed 
that it didn't match the arcade version; 
but Ultra didn't let anyone down with 
the second NES cart. It captures the 
combat action succinctly. 


HoNORABLE MENTION 

А somewhat overlooked coin-op was 
Atari's А.Р.В., а satirical game of cat 
and mouse...err, cops and robbers. In 
it, vou, the local constable, have to tra- 
verse the roads of your town in search 
of ne'er-do-wells: drunks, speeders, lit- 
terbugs and, mainly, A.P.B.'s major 
criminals, who have to be run off the 
road. What's amazing is that Atari 
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shoehorned the whole theme of the ar- 
cade version into a Lynx card. Hard to 
believe, but thoroughly enjoyable—and 
remarkably portable. 

Another Atari quarter-sucker, Cyber- 
ball, is making its way across the video- 
game community. Soon to hit the Lynx, 
Sega's Genesis version of Cyberball is a 
tasty game of football, though it's grid- 
iron action of the future—between 
robots. Mostly faithful to the game we 
know and love, but adds some excite- 
ment through a varied playbook and 
some different rules. It's a nice touch 
for the electronic-sports fan. 


Most Innovative Vinco GAME 

It's sad to say, but there are few com- 
panies leading the video-game industry 
down new paths. Many of the games 
that come out today are fairly formula: 
scrolling run-and-jump, run-and-punch 
or run-and-kick types of games. Oh, to 
dream of the Atari days of old, with 
games like Missile Command, Tempest 
and Food Fight. Not many are willing to 
take a chance at innovation, but this 
category is VG&CE's recognition of 
those games on the cutting edge. 

Though it's hard to call an arcade 
game "innovative" a few years after it 
was released, we're going to risk the 
complaints and toss an award to А.Р.В. 
(Atari for the Lynx). Ав we noted, not 
too many companies are looking past 
the scroll-boss format, and it's nice to 
see Atari taking chances with titles that 
the current crop of gamers may not be 
familiar with. Making an overhead 
driving game is simple, but it requires 
some imagination and thought to take 
that concept and make it fresh. And the 
laughs that A.P.B. will draw out of you 
with its visuals and sound bites are 
more than worth it. 


HONORABLE MENTION 
Our December cover story, Joe Mon- 
tana II Sportstalk Football (Sega for the 


Genesis), just snuck under the dead- 
line for 1991, but it would be a shame 
not to recognize it for the chances it 
took. As we write this, Montana II is 
the talk of the neighborhood—it's not 
only a good football game, but it 
“tells” the player what is going on. It's 
a lot of fun to have an announcer built 
into the game, and it's an idea that 
could have fallen on its face. Nothing 
ventured, nothing gained, is what we 
have to say. 

Similar to Atari's А.Р.В., Camerica 
could have created a simple overhead 
driving game with little effort—and 
probably little fanfare. However, it 
chose to go a different route with Micro 
Machines (for the NES). It took a popu- 
lar toy license and wrapped a driving 
game around it, as if the diminutive ve- 
hicles were the actual participants. 
With that in mind, you get a wonder- 
fully controllable driving game that has 
you cruising along on the pool table 
(don't fall in the pockets), over the 
breakfast table (watch out for the pud- 
dles of milk) and with boats on the 
bathwater (complete with rubber ducks 
and floating soap). Once you pick up 
the control pad, it's certainly hard to 
put it down. 





COMPUTER GANE OF THE YEAR 
No decision was harder for Ше panel 
of judges than picking the top new 
computer game of 1991. There have 
never been so many superb titles of ap- 
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proximately equal quality within a sin- 
gle year. 


The VG&CE critics choice as Com- 
puter Game of the Year is Wing Com- 
mander II (Origin Systems for the IBM 
PC). It has relentless first-person com- 
bat action and rivetting noninteractive 
scenes in one slick, science-fiction 
package. Those with the hardware 
power to install the speech disks, avail- 
able separately, can enjoy the most ef- 
fective, dramatic cut scenes ever in- 
cluded in a computer game. The 
animation and artwork are memorable, 
but the addition of full speech lifts the 
canned interludes to new heights and 
levels of sophistication. 

Even the best noninteractive se- 
quences are worthless if the interactive 
portions aren't up to snuff. In this case, 
space war fans won't be disappointed 
by the variety 6f enemies, the range of 
tactical situations or the audiovisual 
representation of fighting in space. And 
when you've tried all of the assign- 
ments in the basic program, Origin has 
a set of mission disks that provide new 
worlds and goals for the would-be 
space hero or heroine. 


Best SPORTS бітір Сомротей GAHE 

The slogan for the year was “back to 
basics!” The sports that have always 
proven popular with home computer- 
ists rode high; baseball, football and 
golf dominated the new release list. 

Will this year's winners supplant 
current mainstays like Earl Weaver, 
Jack Nicklaus, MicroLeague Baseball and 
TV Sports: Basketball? The verdict isn't 


74 е FEBRUARY 1992 


in yet. Simulation sports fans are noto- 
riously loyal to the games they play, 
and it isn't easy to get a stat baseball 
league to embrace a new program. On 
the other hand, these titles are 
crammed with features, including 
sound and graphics even the arcade 
sports titles didn't have as recently as 


[wo years ago. 





Latest in a distinguished line of 
award-winning computer golf simula- 
tions is LINKS The Challenge of Golf 
(Access Software for the ІВМ PC). А 
superb play-mechanic combines with 
near-llawless visuals to produce a true- 
to-life simulation of golf. Access is 
supporting LINKS with a large selec- 
tion of course disks and a free news- 
letter. 


HONORABLE MENTION 

MicroLeague Football: The Coaches’ 
Challenge (MLSA for the IBM PC) is 
the state-of-the-art pigskin simulation 
for those who want full-screen ani- 
mated graphics as well as accurate 
mathematical modeling of simulated 
players. 

Tony La Russa Baseball (551 for the 
Amiga and IBM PC) was one of last 
summers most pleasant surprises for 
sports gamers. 5olid sound and graph- 
ics lend excitement to a simulation that 
ollers the user action-strategy and stat- 
only options. 


Best Sports Action/Action-Steatecy Computer GAME 

As sometimes happens when pub- 
lishers produce an unusual number of 
sports simulations, the all-out action 
sports titles were a little rarer than 





usual last year. There were still plenty 
of good ones, many of which benefited 
from the faster execution speed of the 
3865X IBM PC machines. 

Six official NASCAR courses push 
drivers to the limit in Bill Elliott's 
NASCAR Challenge (Konami for the 
Amiga, IBM PC and Macintosh). Bit- 
mapped graphics and excellent use of 
scaling technology give this auto-race 
game from Distinctive Software (cre- 
ators of Test Drive) that elusive combi- 
nation of high-speed animation and 
sensational graphics needed to visually 
simulate this sport. 

A V CR-like replay feature allows the 
gamer to see crucial points in each race 
from six different camera positions. 
Also highly impressive is the lengthy 
and detailed pit-stop sequence with 
seven maintenance options. 

Bill Elliott's NASCAR Challenge is 
more than an audiovisual triumph. 
Players select the engine and customize 
other performance features to suit the 
rigors of each course, then prove their 
skill against some of auto racing's top 
drivers, including Bill Elliott himself. 





HONORABLE MENTION 
4-D Boxing (Electronic Arts for the 


IBM PC) is the most controversial 
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sports game published іп 1991. Critical 
opinion is sharply divided about the 
use of polygon-fill graphics for human 
figures. Some gamers loathe the look, 
but even more think it's the most excit- 
ing way ever invented to present an ac- 
tion-packed boxing bout. 





Pro Tennis Tour 2 (UBI Soft for the 
Amiga and IBM PC) simulates big- 
lime tennis in an attractive, highly 


playable format. It narrowly beat out 
several net rivals for an Honorable 
Mention, with excellent command 
control, authentic ambience and ease 


of operation, 


Best Action Computer Gane 

The decline of the pure-action com- 
puter game, noted іп VG&CE's Febru- 
ary 1991 “Best of the Year” analysis, 
gathered momentum during the last 12 
months. Cartridge games monopolize 
the market for reflex contests so effec- 
tively that software publishers shy 
away from the category. 





The top 1991 action contest is 
Arachnophobia (Disney Software for the 
Amiga, Commodore 64 and IBM PC), 
one of the most entertaining movie-to- 





computer licenses ever produced. 
Bluesky Software, the development 
house, captured the mood of the film to 
perfection. 

The player battles the spider inva- 
sion from cities and towns all the way 
ta the jungles of the Amazon. The ІВМ 
PC version is especially welcome, since 
there have been few outstanding arcade 
games for that system. This side-per- 
spective, hand-eye test is great looking, 
too. Some of the attacking spiders are 
positively creepy! 


HONORABLE MENTION 

RoboCop 2 (Data East for the Amiga 
and IBM PC) revises the classic side- 
scrolling video-game format to meet 
the needs of the computer-gaming en- 
vironment. The crook-catching cyborg 
must complete three missions which, 
together, present RoboCop's quest to 
stop the nefarious Cain. 


Best SCIENCEFICTION / FANTASY COMPUTER GAME 

Public demand has enlarged this im- 
portant category, introduced last year, 
to include fantasy as well as science fic- 
tion. That makes a tough decision for 
the judges even harder. Two-thirds of 
all computer games have at least a 
nominal connection with sci-fi or fan- 
tasy, so there's no shortage of worthy 
candidates for this honor. 





Universal admiration for J.R.R. 
Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings has in- 
spired dozens of nonelectronic and 
electronic games. The best one yet 
comes from those masters of adventure 
at Interplay Productions, The Lord of 
the Rings, Volume 1 (Interplay Produc- 
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tions for the Amiga and IBM PC). Play- 
ers light Sauron and guard the One 
True Ring from the Dark Lord's min- 
ions while journeying through 9,000 
screens of Middle Earth! It follows the 
sweep of the first book in the trilogy, 
The Fellowship of the Ring, without 
forcing gamers to duplicate the events 
of the novel. 

The top-down, full-screen УСА 
graphics are among the year's best, and 
the full musical score and digital sound 
effects make the audio just as special. 
The second game is already in prepara- 
tion, and true fantasy fans will be wait- 
ing at the stores to buy it. 





HONORABLE MENTION 
The best sci-fi computer game of the 


year, and a close second to the overall 
winner in this category, is Rise of the 
Dragon (Sierra On-Line for the IBM 
PC). This futuristic detective adven- 
ture, with overtones of Blade Runner, 
features an intelligent interface that 
presents the right cursor for every situ- 
ation, Outstanding graphics propel the 
player into the heart of a sometimes- 
frightening world of tomorrow. 


Best SIMULATION COMPUTER GAME 
Simulators continue то fascinate 
computerists seeking vicarious thrills 
denied them in real life. They often 
boast the real-time excitement of an ar- 
cade game, but with the nuance and 
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strategy typical of the more cerebral 
contests, 

Ground and air simulators have 
dominated this award since its incep- 
tion, but this year's champion, Harpoon 
(Three-Sixty Pacific for the IBM PC), 
takes the player to sea at the helm of a 
missile ship. This simulator has drawn 
favorable responses from naval officers 
with harpoon training, so what more 
needs to be said about its accuracy and 
detail? 





The greatness of Harpoon’s design is 
that it gives the essence of the experi- 
ence without swamping the player 
with a mass of boring details that add 
little or nothing to the experience. 
Three-Sixty could have packed even 
more information into Harpoon, but 
only at a great loss in playability. No 
one will ever accuse this of being a 
simple game, but Harpoon plays sur- 
prisingly fluidly, considering the com- 
plex situation it simulates, Scenario 
disks, available for separate purchase, 
extend the playlife of this absorbing 
and authentic simulator. 





HONORABLE MENTION 
There were several excellent flight 
simulators published in 1991, but 
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Megafortress (Three-Sixty Pacific for 
the IBM PC) is the only one that ex- 
pands the traditional flight simulator 
experience. The core simulator of a 
World War П bomber is very good, but 
its the dramatic staging and cinematic 
that make 


graphics techniques 


Megafortress so exciting. 





Chuck Yeager's Advanced Combat 
Trainer (Electronic Arts for the IBM 
PC) rates an Honorable Mention as 
199125 outstanding flight simulator, de- 
spite plenty of competition. EA's devel- 
opers continue to refine the original 
Chuck Yeager systems, producing 
games with successively better audiovi- 
sual effects. Not only does the combat 
simulator look great, but the choice of 
possible missions is one of the widest 
around. 


Best STRATEGY COMPUTER GAME 

The computer-software industry's 
first reaction to the video-game boom 
was to flood the market with fast-action 
computer games. Last year came the 
revelation that computerists don't nec- 
essarily want the same type of action 
on an IBM that gamers might want on a 
Genesis, 

Add in the success of strategy titles 
like SimCity, and the result is a strategy 
game boom! The more leisurely pace of 
play is well-suited to solitaire gaming, 
and strategy games are able to capital- 
ize on the superior degree of control 
possible with the keyboard. 

Shanghai II (Activision lor the IBM 
PC) builds enjoyably on the one-time 
“Best Game of the Year" with addi- 
tional features such as multiple play- 


fields. The sequel is every bit as plea- 
surable to play as the original, and 
that's enough to earn it the victor's lau- 
rels. Among the most appealing new 
features is the choice of playfields. Just 
when the computer strategist starts get- 
ting cacky about the original, dragon- 
themed layout, a switch to an alterna- 
tive is just the thing to kick the 
challenge factor right back up there 
where it belongs! 
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HONORABLE MENTION 
Ishido (Accolade for the IBM PC and 
Macintosh) was originally produced in 





a limited edition at a premium price, 
but Accolade has made it possible for 
all computer gamers to stretch their 
brains with this contemplative strategy 
game. Matching tile symbols in this dis- 
tant cousin of Shanghai can make hours 
melt like morning dew. 





SimAnt (Maxis for the IBM РС and 
Macintosh) shows clearly that sequels 
don't necessarily have to be more 
grandiose than the original. After 5іт- 
City and SimEarth, some folks ex- 
pected Maxis to market a program that 
put players in charge of a universe— 
or at least a galaxy. Instead, SimAnt 
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transports the computerist to the 
backyard of a suburban American 
home. The user must build an ant 
colony, protect it from ubiquitous ene- 
mies and help it expand into richer 
feeding grounds in this unorthodox 
strategic simulation. 


Best MILITARY-STRATEGY COMPUTER GAME 

Several designers have tried to 
break away from the traditions set in 
concrete by nonelectronic military 
games. Lords of the Rising Sun and Uni- 
versal Military Simulator are examples 
of war games without the usual hex- 
grid map, square trooper counters and 
other trappings familiar to players of 
Avalon Hill, Game Designers Work- 
shop and SPI, 





The Lost Admiral (Quantum Quality 
Productions for the IBM PC) is the first 
title from this emerging publisher, but 
that didn't keep this grand strategic war 
game from sailing away with the top 
prize. А high degree of replayability 
and one of the strongest solitaire mod- 
ules of any military simulation helps 
The Lost Admiral overcome the handi- 
cap of utilitarian graphics. 

Players spend "buy points" to con- 
struct a mix of nine ship types, and 
there's no ideal combination of forces 
for every contingency. The naval strate- 
gist must use the special capabilities of 
each cralt to orchestrate a winning 
plan. The Lost Admiral offers ten levels 
of difficulty and tracks the player's 
progress from Seaman First Class to 
Admiral of the Fleet. 

The Lost Admiral may not please the 
hex-grid gamers as much as it will fans 
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of Risk and Empire, but this intelligent 
and deep simulation is a fresh breeze 
that pushes the long-stagnant naval war 
game category out of its longstanding 
doldrums. 


HONORABLE MENTION 

Innovation isn't everything, and an 
outstanding traditional war game like 
Second Front (551 for the Amiga and 
IBM PC) shows that there's still an im- 
portant place for the hex-grid map and 
square unit counters. Gary Grigsby's 
detailed rendition of World War 115 
Eastern Front starts each player with 
over 150 divisions. The sweep of battle 
is awesome in this military simulation 
that belongs in every armchair general's 
collection. 


Best Compurenizeo Boarn GAME 

Nonelectronic board games like 
Monopoly, Stratego and Clue have 
achieved considerable success with 
computerized editions, and no one 
knows how many systems electronic 
chess has sold. Now a new trend that 
is sure to delight fans of this type of 
family-social strategy contest may be 


startin Е. 





One to four human or robot players 
endure the crises of life in Jones in the 
Fast Lane (Sierra On-Line for the IBM 
PC), designed by Kelly Walker, Mered- 
ith Christopher and Robert Walker. 

Ihe angled overhead perspective 
playfield confronts players with many 





of lifes major (and minor) choices. 
Should vou go to school or get a job? 
Should you save time with processed 
foods or cook a wholesome meal from 
scratch. 


Like all the top computer-board 


games, Jones in the Fast Lane offers fea- 


tures that a paper game can't match. Its 
pop-up data windows and VGA graph- 
ics give IL maximum eve-appeal. 





HONORABLE MENTION 
Monopoly (Virgin Games for the 
Amiga, Atari ST, Commodore 64 and 


IBM PC) is the best of many attempts 
to transfer the Parker Brothers classic 
to the electronic-gaming environment. 
This multiplayer game has both an ex- 
cellent overview of the board and a 
well-animated close-up of the active 


players current position. 


Best Action/Stratecy COMPUTER GANE 

No type of game has gained more 
enthusiastic acceptance among com- 
puterists than action-strategy contests. 
They are the computer-gaming equiva- 
lent of video-game shoot-'em-ups, but 
with the kind of depth and strategic 
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scope that older, more sophisticated 
electronic gamers want, They tease the 
brain like a strategy contest and tax the 
reflexes like an arcade game. 

Lemmings (Psygnosis for the Amiga 
and IBM PC) features a remarkable 
concept implemented with cheery 
music and simple, evocative artwork. 
The publisher is famous for frenetic 
shooters, but Lemmings is cast in a dil- 
ferent, more cerebral mold. 

The line of lemmings that wends its 
way across the side-perspective play- 
field stops for no one. All the player 
can do is assign special characteristics 
to individual lemmings. The creatures 
use these abilities to negate dangers 
that would otherwise prevent them 
from crossing the entire playfield to 
safety. For example, the lemmings can 
build a bridge over a chasm or tunnel 
through an otherwise very impenetra- 
ble obstacle. 

The virtual impossibility of getting 
all the lemmings through this ordeal 
safely creates the strategic problems. 
The player knows that some of the 
critters must be sacrificed, but losing 
too many makes it impossible to 
achieve victory. The charming draw- 
ings give the player that necessary 
sense of loss when they scamper over 
a cliff instead of reaching the exit. Its 
excellent replayability aside, this com- 
puter game cries out for a sequel. 


HONORABLE MENTION 
Dino Wars (Digitek for the Amiga 
and ТЕМ PC) took a long time to bring 
to market, but there's little question 
that it is this publisher's best computer 
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game to date. Prehistoric pandemo- 
nium reigns, as the mighty lizards we 
know from museum tours roar to life 
and battle savagely. There's also a lot of 
solid information about dinosaurs, but 
the ferocious fights help players swal- 
low this educational medicine without 
complaint. 





Serwnan, he har fallen | 

into {аҥ due to 

the plotting of Grima 
He is а loyal ам 


Riders of Rohan (Konami for the 
IBM PC) is an arcade adventure of the 
type made famous by the late, 
lamented Cinemaware. Tolkien fans 
will enjoy the duel, archery and magic 
combat as they ride against the rene- 
gade wizard Saruman. Players conduct 
mass battles and one-to-one show- 
downs with user-friendly keyboard or 
mouse control. Konami rescued this 
game from potential oblivion when the 
original publisher exited the game 
business, and Middle Earth lovers will 
be eternally grateful. 


Best Anvewtont/ ROLE-PLAviNG GOMPUTER GAME 

Like a novice bicycle rider who is 
scared to leave the training wheels be- 
hind, a few publishers still cling to the 
outmoded “interactive fiction” technol- 
ogy. They continue to produce parser- 
driven adventures that rely more on an 
ability to guess the word that triggers a 
response than a flair for deductive rea- 
soning. 

Fortunately, most game makers 
have advanced to sophisticated inter- 
faces that use icons, menus and 
point-and-click systems. All are easier 
to learn and permit smoother play 
than the parser, with its extremely la- 
borious typing. 

By contrast, electronic role-playing 
games (RPGs) have stuck close to the 
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tried-and-true computer RPG play-sys- 
tem, derived from TSR's nonelectronic 
Dungeons & Dragons and perfected for 
the computer by Andrew Greenberg 
and Robert Woodhead's Wizardry. 
Quite а few of 199175 RPGs tried to re- 
define the interface, keeping some fa- 
miliar elements while introducing key- 
board-free control and interactive 
graphics. The D&D roots are still visi- 
ble, but developers are progressing to- 
ward role-playing games with mass- 
market appeal. 

Eye of the Beholder (Strategic Simula- 
tions for the Amiga and IBM PC), the 
Best Adventure/RPG of the Year, 
demonstrates the evolution of the cate- 
gory. It doesn't break completely with 
the past, but developer Westwood As- 
sociates has completely updated and re- 
fined the interface, heavied up on the 
audiovisual effects and revamped the 
main display. 

Something sinister is brewing in the 
sewers beneath the town of Waterdeep, 
and it's the player's mission to go down 
into the dank depths and stop the evil 
conspiracy. The gamer controls four 
player characters, plus two nonplayer 
characters (NPCs) with a point-and- 
click control scheme that keeps the 
focus on the world instead of the rules. 
Like almost all role-playing games, Eye 
of the Beholder offers a variety of char- 
acter classes, sentient races and special 
talents. 

Eye of the Beholder is the best title in 
5515 Advanced Dungeons & Dragons 
line. Another chapter of the Legends 
saga is already in stores. 
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HONORABLE MENTION 

Police Quest ІП (Sierra On-Line for 
the IBM PC and Macintosh) is the lat- 
est and best adventure from the pen of 
Jim Walls, law enforcer turned game 
designer. The Death Angel is back in 
business, and it’s up to the player to 
track down the perpetrator of a grisly 
ritual murder, Great cinematic scenes, 
an identikit module that’s a game in it- 
self and authentic insight into police 
work are among this mystery's brag- 
ging points. 


Ша ы "i к ғ a D ha 
Шш к" DOT REG. 





Martian Memorandum (Access Soft- 
ware for the Amiga and IBM PC) 
chronicles another case from the files 
of near-future sleuth Tex Murphy. It 
combines a first-person simulator with 
icon-driven adventuring to create a sci- 
ence-fiction masterpiece that tests both 
brain cells and finger muscles. The 
sound and graphics rate with gaming's 
best, so this is surely one of 1991's 
"must-buy" disks. 


Best Sounn IN A COMPUTER Game 

The rise of the ІБМ РС had the 
short-term effect of reducing the use of 
sound and music in computer games. 
Gamers’ anguished cries encouraged 
the development of a wide selection of 
sound boards. New ones like Ad Lib 
Gold and Sound Blaster II have done 





for music, effects and speech what 
VGA did for graphics. Sound has Һе- 
come one of the five major compo- 
nents of game design, along with 
graphics, theme, play-mechanics and 
interface. 

Loom (Lucasfilm for the Amiga and 
IBM PC), an interactive fantasy adven- 
ture, makes imaginative use of sound. 
Succeeding brilliantly where the 
murky Dolphin’s Rune failed, by inte- 
grating music into the play of the 
game, Loom is built around magical 
music phrases. Bobbin, the hero bard, 
sings the spells to work wonders in 
this breathtaking interactive-graphics 
fantasy adventure. The graphics are 
good enough to rate Loom considera- 
tion for an Honorable Mention in that 
category, so it's not surprising that it 
has very strongly influenced adventure 
design. 


Best GRAPHICS ти A CompureR GAME 
The visual presentation of home 
computer games took a major leap for- 
ward in the last 12 months. VGA 
graphics cards have achieved universal 
popularity, and the development 
houses have now geared up to exploit 

their enhanced visual capabilities. 
It was only a couple of years ago 


that computer artists became part of 


the implementation team on most com- 
puter-game projects. Now, it's common 
to find a whole team of artists working 
on a major title, each operating within 
à specialty such as modeling, anima- 
tion, backgrounds or figure work. 

Hare Raising Havoc (Disney Software 
for the IBM PC) was developed by 
Bluesky, also responsible for the superb 
Arachnophobia. This cartoon-inspired 
eye-popper is one of the year's genuine 
treats. 

Roger Rabbit is baby-sitting Baby 
Herman when, of course, the little ham 
escapes. Roger must move through a 
series of archetypical cartoon scenarios 
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in order to solve the kinetic puzzles 
leading to the rescue of the stogie- 
chomping infant toon. The graphics are 


phenomenal, a virtually interactive car- 
toon with all the wild and crazy effects 
one expects in a Roger Rabbit animated 
feature or short subject. 





HONORABLE MENTION 

Red Baron (Dynamix for the IBM 
PC) is the creation of Damon Slye, the 
designer of such all-time great games as 
Sky Fox, Arctic Fox and Stellar 7. This 
World War | dogfight simulator oozes 
class. Its strengths include user-friendly 
documentation, a simple interface and 
enough options to satisfy any sky 
jockey. The graphics will absolutely as- 
tonish even the most jaded gamers, and 
the flexibility of the program must im- 
press even computerphobes. 





Heart of China (Dynamix for the IBM 
PC) pulls gamers into its world of in- 


continued on page 109 
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editorial, the reviews in VG&CE 
ishould be used as informational , 
quidelines, not as bottom-line "yes" 4 
or "no" votes to tell you whether а 


Д: Andy Eddy pointed out in а recent 


game is worth buying ог not. Our writers % 


NN 


opinions you read т these pages—but it's — 


are among the best in the video-game 
business, and you can always trust the 


up to you to arm yourself with as much 
knowledge as you can in order to make an 
informed decision as a consumer. 

That's easy for owners of the full-sized 
game systems, most of whom can walk 
into a nearby video store and rent games 
to see what they like. But it's not the same 
for portable gamers, who rarely get the 
opportunity to try games before they buy 
'em. That's something | keep in mind 
when | prepare this column each month. If 
Gaming on the Go happens to be your 
only source of Game Boy, Game Gear or 
Lynx information, lIl try to make sure that 
it's all you really need. Hope your batteries 
are charged up, ‘cause here we go.... 


Awesome Golf 
ATARI 
Рог the Atari Lynx (534.99) 
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OVERALL 

"Let's play Awesome Golf!" 
chirped the voice of Chipper the 
Chipmunk when | plugged in 
Atari's latest Lynx title. Hey, I've 
never been one known to turn 
down an invitation like that, so off 
| went.... 

The game presents a pretty 
comprehensive golf experience, 
and, like Atari's recent auto-racing 
hit, Checkered Flag, it allows the 
player to fine-tune the game to 
his or her liking by offering the 
chance to make adjustments to a 
wide range of variables. Three 
different courses are available, 
and you can choose from ten 
different characters (five of each 
gender) to approximate your own 
physical appearance on the 
screen. Wind can be adjusted or 
eliminated, golfers can be 
handicapped for multiplayer 
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by 
Chris Bieniek 


Awesome Golf, by 
Atari, for the Lynx. 








ComLynx contests and уси сап take 
| practice shots on any hole or even check 


out the driving range. 

The game play is very satisfying. Hitting 
the ball can be tricky—but not too 
tricky—and it flies and bounces in а 
realistic fashion. The animation of the 
golfers is very well done, and the Lynx's 
scaling abilities really shine when you 
zoom in and out of the map screen that 
appears before each hole. 

One of the most interesting things 


| about Awesome Golf is the way the 


programmers were able to keep the game 


| true to life, yet still retain enough subtle 


humor to make it fun. For example, if you 
bogey a hole, a silhouette of Humphrey 
Bogart appears in the circular information 
window—a birdie, of course, results in a 
similarly humorous response. And l'm not 
even going to try to explain how а 
deranged grounds keeper was able to visit 
golf courses on three different continents 
and carve Atari's "Fuji" logo into the 
driving range of each one! 

With its realistic graphics and wide range 
of options, Awesome Golf qualifies as one 
of the finest golf titles available for any of 
the cartridge-based video-game systems. 
Atari Corporation 
1196 Borregas Ave. 
sunnyvale, CA 94088-3427 
(408) 745-2000 


Blaster Master Boy 


SUNSOFT 
For the Nintendo Game Boy 
[$27.95] 
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| have to admit that when I first popped 
this cartridge into my Game Boy | was a 
little disappointed that the game was not a 
downsized clone of Blaster Master, one of 
the finest available MES titles (and the 
feature on the cover of the very first issue of 
VG&CE). While it does resemble certain 
portions of the original, Blaster Master Boy 
strips the vehicle away from Jason, our 
helmeted hero, and converts Blaster 
Master's exploration sequences into а 
lengthy, full-featured Bomberman variation. 
Неге, Jason's adventure consists of little 
more than wandering through a world of 
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CIRCLE #142 ON READER SERVICE CARD. 


rocks, trees and evil mutants, and blasting | 


his way from one area to the next. 


By far, the most outstanding feature of | 


Blaster Master Boy is the game's pulsating 
stereo soundtrack. The visuals, too, are 


stylish—a surprising revelation when you : 
consider the fact that most of the game's 


graphic elements must be laid out in grids 
of 16 x 16 pixel squares. In fact, Mintendo 
asked Sunsott to change the appearance 
of one of the game's boss characters—it 
was a case of the graphics being a little bit 
too graphic. 

Even though Bomberman has never 
caught on in the United States the way it 
has in Japan, there's still a lot to be said for 
the basic premise of the game's design. It 
should be noted that a Game Boy version 


of this classic has already appeared as ў 


Atomic Punk from Hudson Soft, creators of 
Bomberman. And, while Atomic Punk took 
the original Bomberman and combined it 
with a slick, updated version of the game in 
the same cartridge, Blaster Master Boy 
. carries the concept one step further. Both of 
these games are entertaining, but they're 
similar enough to prevent me from 
recommending one over the other. 

cunsoft 

11185 Knott Ave. 

Cypress, CA 90630 

(714) 891-4500 


Super Golf 
SAGES CREATION 
For the 5ega Game Gear ($34.45) 
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Unlike а growing number of golf video | 


games, Super Golf doesn't really give a 


hoot about realism, accurate details or ' 
complex control options. It doesn't appear | 


to be aimed at kids, but l'd have to say that 
they're the ones who will enjoy it most. 


When creating your on-screen surrogate | 


golfer, you'll have four characters to choose 
from: a mohawked bodybuilder, a dark- 
haired girl, a winking blonde and а smug, 
Alex Trebek look-alike. You can pick a name 
of five characters or less and balance your 
skills between categories such as "power," 
"control" or "lucky." Choosing a caddie is 
the next step—there are four available, and 
each one has the ability to offer expert 
advice in different areas of your game. 
After you tee off on the first hole, it 
quickly becomes apparent that there's not 
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Super Golf, by Sage's 
Creation, for the Game 


much skill involved in playing Super Golf. 
In attempting to simulate the assistance of 
a knowledgeable caddie, the computer 
sets up every single shot. It picks a club for 
vou, positions your golfer, lines up the 
path of the ball—all you have to do is 
control the amount of power you put into 
each swing. You can make adjustments to 
any of these variables, but it's not 
uncommon to brainlessly birdie half of the 
course's 18 holes without ever changing 
the default conditions that the computer 
has prepared for you. 

Though it should be said that the 
characters and caddies give the game 
more personality than most golf titles, 
Super Golf's lightweight game play 


| can't compare to that of Sega's own 
| Game Gear golf simulator, World Class 
| Leaderboard. Bright colors and an easy- 


on-the-ears stereo soundtrack make for 
a relaxing game, but it's not quite 
-challenging enough to captivate anyone 
who has more than а passing interest in 
the game of golf as it is played in the 
real world. 

Sage's Creation Inc. 

12062 Valley View St., Suite 250 

Garden Grove, CA 92645 

(714) 883-0308 


Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles Il—Back From 
the Sewers 
KONAMI 
For the Nintendo Game Boy (N/A) 





OVERALL 


12345 6 т | ә 1 


I'm a little surprised that the Turtles’ 
newest video-game adventure is taking 
place on the Game Boy instead of on the 


| Super NES ог the Genesis. Fortunately, 


this portable powerhouse packs enough 
punch to keep us occupied while we're 
waiting for the half-shelled heroes to 
make their 16-bit debut. 

Considering the fact that the characters 
in Back From the Sewers are larger than 
those in the Turtles' first Game Boy title, 
Fall of the Foot Clan, it's a bit of a surprise 


۰ 4 to find that the Turtles themselves don't 
| have as much personality this time 


around. Hampered by stiff animation, they 
stroll through each round as if Master 
Splinter has just finished teaching them 
the finer points of that all-important Minja 
skill: the art of good posture. 


VIDEOGAMES & COMPUTER ENTERTAINMENT 


This weak point aside, the 
beautifully drawn background f 
graphics nearly steal the show. D= 


This is Konami/Ultra's first two- ВЕЕ 


megabit Game Boy title, and the U 
extra memory must have gone 
inta the scrolling scenery—the 
details practically leap out at you. 
Along with Acclaim’s Bart Е 
Simpson's Escape From Camp 
Deaaly, it's опе of the first Game 
Boy titles to include digitized speech. 
(The guys yell "Cowabungal" before 
each level and "Pizza time!" when the 
game is paused.) 

Perhaps the most damaging thing | 
can say about Back From the Sewers 15 
that it doesn't break any new ground ав a 
video дате. It's another scrolling beat- 
the-boss fighting exercise, but it is a 
pretty fine example of that genre, and the 
popularity of the main characters can 
only help. If you're not bothered by the 
lack of originality, then you'll probably 
get a kick out of this one—a big, green, 
two-toed Minja kick, that is. 

Konami Inc. 

900 Deerfield Parkway 
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089-4510 
(708) 215-5100 


Terminator 2: 
Judgment Day 


LJN 


For the Nintendo Game Boy 
($27.95) 
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It's tough to write about a game that's 
based on a hit movie without using the 
phrase “based on the hit movie” in the 
very first sentence. Alas, LJN's 
Terminator 2: Judgment Day is...well, it's 
based on the hit movie. So what did you 
expect? Hemingway? 

With a plot that approximates that of 
the film, the player assumes the role of 
futuristic freedom fighter John Connor. 
You'll blast your way through a war 
zone, then infiltrate the stronghold of the 
superpowertul SKYMET computer. 

These <сгоПіпа  run-and-shoot 
scenarios are followed by a neat puzzle- 
game sequence that simulates the repro- 
gramming of a T-800 Terminator, à 
humanoid killing machine. Once the T- 
800's circuits have been ordered to protect 
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Konami's Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles 
lI —Back From the 
Sewers for the Game 
Boy. 





Judgment Day, by ЫМ, 
for the Game Boy. 


Connor instead of kill him, the rest of the 
game lets you control the Terminator itself 
as it travels through time, shooting at 
everything in sight and ultimately altering 
the course of events that caused global 
warfare in the year 1997. 

Sound confusing? К is, a little—but the 
manual does a good job of tying the game's 
six levels into a coherent plot. Information 
boxes can also be found on occasion; touch 
one of these and your mom-—sorry, | mean 
sarah Connor—will appear on the screen 
and explain what you're supposed to be 
doing. The only thing that isn't explained is 
why some of the music in Terminator 2 is во 
similar to the soundtrack of Bullet-Proof's 
Faceball 2000. 

The game play is interesting and 
varied, despite a touch of the Turrican 
syndrome: You don't always notice when 
your character has been hit. And the 
graphics are very good—almost too 
good in some cases. Certain levels have 
so many things happening on the screen 
that it's hard to focus on your objective. 
There are devices that allow you to play 
Game Boy cartridges on a full-sized TV 
screen; if they ever make them available 
to the public, Terminator 2 is one of the 
first titles l'd want to look at. 

LJN Ltd. 

1 Spring St. 

Oyster Bay, NY 11771 
(516) 322-2400 


Tournament Cyberball 


ATARI 
For the Atari Lynx ($39.99) 


EF 





1 2 3 4 sS уз» зо 


OVERALL 


In another decent conversion of a 
popular Atari Games coin-op machine, 
Tournament Cyberball shows what we 
might expect football to be like in the 
next century. Robot players, a lack of 
penalties and an exploding pigskin аге all 
part of the fun, and coaches can even buy 
more advanced robots to upgrade their 
team in the middle of a game. 

Though the graphics, sounds and 
game play are all satisfactory, | have a 
serious problem with the collision 
detection in Tournament Cyberba/-one | 
didn't expect to see, considering the fact 
that there are only seven players on each 
team and most of them are only ten or 12 
pixels high. Since the дате uses an 
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angled perspective looking 
down on the field, a robot will 
often overlap another player 
that is positioned just behind it 
on the screen. Yet, when 
you're trying to get away fram 
a defender who is chasing you 
up the field, if one lousy pixel 
of that defensive back's head 
should overlap the shadow 
beneath your player, the play 
is called dead with a harsh т 
“clang!"—and sometimes it's B 
quite obvious that your player @ 
has not even been touched. 

Part of the reason for these 
screwy laws of physics may lie 





in the game's two-player mode, ЖЕКЕ 


which allows you to use the | 
ComLynx cable to give each 
player а view from his end zone. 
Because the program must keep 
track of two different view- 
points, these "phantom tackles" may 
represent the fact that the other 
viewpoint—unseen in a one-player 
game—does indeed show that contact 
has been made. 

Of course, complaints like these will be 
considered pretty insignificant by some 
players; heck, if you're good enough, 
you'll learn how to exploit this quirk on 
defense. Though it's probably going to be 
more of a hit with fans of the arcade 
version than with those who have never 
seen the original, Tournament Cyberball 
is a welcome addition to a Lynx library 
that has been thin in the area of sports 
titles for too long. 

Atari Corporation 

1196 Borregas Ave. 
Sunnyvale, CA 94088-3427 
(408) 745-2000 


Sonic the Hedgehog 
SEGA 
For the Sega Game Gear ($39.95) 
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Almost every video-game journalist in 
the world has been known to sing the 
praises of Sega's flagship Genesis title, 
Sonic the Hedgehog. When | reviewed 
the game for the June 1991 issue of 
VG&CE, | went so far as to suggest that 
Sega pull all their copies of Altered Beast 
and include Sonic with the Genesis 
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Atari's Tournament 
Cyberball for the Lynx. 








Sega's Sonic the 
Hedgehog for the 
Game Gear. 


| masterpiece, with 
| graphics and plenty of hidden bonuses. It 


system instead—and look what 
happened! (Hmmm...come to think of it, 
why haven't we seen a Game Gear 
version of Altered Beast yet? But | 
digress.) 

For the past few weeks, Гуе been 
enjoying Sonic's brilliant colors and high- 
speed quest for Dr. Robotnik all over 
again; but this time l've been doing it on 
the bus, on my front porch and even in 


| the bathroom. The Game Gear does а 


great job of showcasing this mini- 
incredibly lush 


even includes some things that were not 
featured in the Genesis version, like map 
screens and a series of huge pinball-style 
bonus rooms. One look at the evocative 


и colors in the "underwater" sequences 


and you'll know that this is one Super 
Mario clone that's strong enough to 
shake off that label and stand on its own. 
| hate to spoil a surprise, but the game 
opens with a very special title screen. 
Instead of centering the familiar Sega 
logo on a light blue background, our 
favorite hedgehog appears in a field of 
brilliant white. He quickly "paints" à 
huge Sega logo in navy blue, then hops 
back across the letters and takes his 
place next to the "S" as a chorus of 
digitized voices sings out "Saaay-gaaal" 
А nice touch; unfortunately, a source at 
Sega says that this introduction will not 
appear in any other Game Gear title. 
Even before the game starts, it's 
obvious that Sega has pulled out all the 
stops on this one; the Game Gear 
version of Sonic the Hedgehog includes 
everything but the kitchen sink. (Heck, it 
wouldn't even surprise me if there was а 
kitchen sink in there somewhere!) If not 
for the lack of multiplane scrolling and 
the lesser sound quality, it'd be nearly 
indistinguishable from the Genesis 
version. As it is, it's the finest Game Gear 
title I've played yet. 
Sega of America Inc. 
130 Shoreline Drive 
Redwood City, CA 94065 
(415) 508-2800 


the most reliable information about the 

portable-gaming scene, we're looking 
at different ways to bring you news, 
reviews and previews of the latest 
portable products. Reader feedback is 
always welcome. Send your comments 
and suggestions to VIDEOGAMES & 
COMPUTER ENTERTAINMENT, Attn: Gaming on 
the Go, 9171 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 300, 
Beverly Hills, СА 90210. £ 


| keeping with our efforts to bring you 
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Available for 
Amiga, PC (VGA) 


TM and © 1281 Poromount Pictures. 
All rights reserved. 
The GODFATHER is a registered 
trademark of Purununt Pictures. 
LLS: Geld Authorised User, 


Sereen shots are only inbended bo be 
illustrative of the gameplay and тип 
Lhe screen graphics which WP 
considcrobly уен different formats 
in quality and appearance and ате 
subject to the computers specifications 





A Paramount Communications Company 


Suit 200, San Jose, CA 95128 Tel: (408) 246 6607 


To order see your local retailer or call 1-800-245-7744 





. StarBlade 


NAMCO 





Many years ago, the United Fed- 
eration received a message from 
the Empire. The message de- 
manded the Federation surrender or 
the Federation's home planet, 
Mother Planet, would be destroyed. 
The message was ignored by the 
Federation—that is, until the mecha- 
nized planet Red Eye and its mas- 
sive squadrons of starships ap- 
peared. At the gunner controls of 
one of the finest starfighters in the 
galaxy, the FX-01 Geosword, your 
mission is to penetrate the enemy 
lines and completely obliterate Red 
Eye by destroying its core, known 
as Octopus. 

StarBlade, by Namco, uses 3-0 
polygon graphics and controls that 
are similar to the ones found on the 
Atari classic, Star Wars. On screen, 
you'll see the laser-gun sight that 
you'll use to guide the beams to the 
target. The laser beams are similar 
to the ones found in Steel Gunner, 
but, instead of appearing to be part 
of the gun, they appear more on- 
screen. In the bottom-left portion of 
the screen is a shield gauge that will 
decrease with each hit you take. Fi- 
nally, on the bottom-right side of the 
screen is the calculated distance 
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Namco's StarBlade uses 


| polygon 
graphics and controls similar to 
Atari's classic, Star Wars. 


you've traveled and how much dis- 
tance is remaining before reaching 
Red Eye. 

There are actually three stages to 
the game. Your first objective is de- 
stroying Red Eye. Once it's out of 
the way, you encounter the large 
battleship IceBerg. In the final 
stage, you have a confrontation 
with the enemy command ship, 
which has been dogging you since 
shortly after you put your quarter in 
the machine. 

Since you're the gunner on the 
Geosword, your main concern is to 
blast all the enemies that fly by. 
Most of the enemies you'll en- 
counter dart about the screen 
faster than a water bug in a pond, 
making it somewhat difficult to hit 
them. The way the game is de- 
signed, including the weaving in 
and out of the larger craft, vou're 
given a sense of realism not 
experienced by playing most 
games of this type. It's as if you're 
actually looking through a port- 
hole in the ship as you pass an 
enemy tower. This could also be 
due to the front glass, which mag- 
nifies the screen and curves it to 


create some neat effects. Other 


features include quadraphonic 
sound, for clear, crisp explosions 


-and a cockpit that vibrates when 


you're hit. 
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| [TO ORDER - Balore TT сай for current prices. Please include cost for games), plus postage and 
handing of $5.00 per shipment plus $1.00 per game if shipped to tha continental US, $3.50 plus $1.00 per 

gama ta Alaska/Hawaii, $8.50 plus $1.00 per game to Canada, $15.00 plus $3.00 per game to other countries 
| We accept checks, money orders or credit cards (Visa, Mastercard, Discover, and American Express). Sorry 
№ COD's. Sales Tax - California residents please include 4.25%. Your credit card is not charged unsi wo 
|ahin your onder. Personal checks with PO Box addresses will be held 2 weeks to clear. Most orders will be 
| shipped within 24 hours by UPS 2nd Day Air, if merchandise is in stock and there is a street address. 










[-2.----------------- 
1 GET OUR NEWS LETTER FREE! 

| Call or write for a FREE price list of all | z TE 
games and systems. Stop in at our retail TA D 

store to try out games and systems before id 9 764- 2442 | 
you buy. Rentals are available for all Ma 9-5 PST 
games & systems at our retail store, UR 1 t 5 PET 




























SALES POLICY - All used games are guaranteed 30 days from ship date. All defective games can only be 
exchanged for tha same tite game. No refunds, credits, or exchanges. We make na guarantee for product 
perfomance. Once your order is placed И cannot ba changed without authorization. Please send your amas 
via UPS or Insured Parcel Post. We ane not responsible for the safe receipt af your games. A check will be 



























sent to you within 4B hours ater receiving and testing your games. Deductions will ba made for missing l Walk-In customers or UPS Delivery: | 

instructions, boxes, and slipcases. Please call us for information about the deductions. NOTE: Due to a 3 | 12104 Sherman Way, M. Hollywood, CA 91605 Send For 

month lead tima tà place this ad, supply and damand. the avallahility of these gares and prices ane subject News Letter: 

to change without notice. To guarantee a price call and gat an authorization number. Without an authorization | Чала T risus E i 

number the price will be determined on the day wa receive your order or games. Authorizaiien numbers ага зате Lude 

good for a week after you recieve them. We ara not responsible for typographical errors, Wi reserve the right [ Addrass f Р.О. Box 8325VG 

io refusa апу purchase ог sale, Nintendo is a registered trademark of Nintendo Of America Inc., Genesis is. Van Nuys, CA 91409. 

a registered trademark of Sega Enterprises Inc. and Turbo Gratx-16 is a registered trademark of NEC, Lynx | [| Csty/State/zip d L NUYS, ©. | 
is а regisbered trademark of Atari Gorp.. Neo Geo ls a registered trademark of SME Home Entertainment Inc. Шын ға ғ = = шыш тын тын кєн ын ныш кын кын Шын Быш кын кыш тыш ДА 
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ЖЖЖЖ Ж 
Challenge of the 
New World Order 


Meet the challenge of the mew world 
order - where the threats are global 
ond the struggle endless. 

You lead one of the world’s six 
superpower blocks to its rightful des- 
tiny — world domination. Shrewdly use 
your diplomatic skills to mislead foes 
and to keep allies loyal. 

Plan and prepare for war. Flex your 
economic muscle by building armies 
and navies, then make airborne and 
amphibious assaults on distant lands. 
By word and by deed your reputation 
will spread across the globe. 

There is danger however - nukes - 
they cast the chill of the Cold War. Soon 
the world becomes а nuclear mine field 
- Бе coreful where you tread. 
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Supremacy is available at better hobby 
and дате stores throughout the USA. 
To order tha Supremacy board game sand 

| $44.95 plus $3.00 shipping amd handling to: 


Supremacy Gomes Ine., 135 Statler Towers, 
Buffalo НҮ 14202 


My Chaque C or Money Order C is enclosed. | 
Please Print | 


Nome 
Addrass p 
ty Stein! Provisie | 


Ciy Tip Postel Code 


Piazza allow 2 мі тән ler delivery 
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НУ tena _ Total Carnage 


MIDWAY 

The War of 1999 15 only а few 
hours old when reporters at the 
scene begin to mysteriously disap- 
pear. The top on-air reporter, Candy 
Blitzer, is in the middle of reporting 
on the war and about to divulge the 
identity of the person responsible 
for the war correspondents' disap- 
pearances when suddenly a large, 
unidentified purple hand appears 
and quickly pulls her off-screen. The 
world is left staring at television 
snow with the word CENSORED 
stamped across the screen, and be- 
fore you can say "Dan Rather," the 
network switches to government 
headquarters. 

Here, we find General Schwarzen- 
powell looking at a monitor showing 
a detailed map of Kookistan and the 
various points of attack that have 
taken place. After a few moments of 
silence, General Schwarzenpowell 
turns and yells "Call in the Dooms- 
day Squad!" The world now knows 
of the general's decision and can 
only wait for the outcome. Back at 
headquarters, Captain Carnage and 
Major Mayhem aren't content to sit 
back idle, for they are the Doomsday 
Squad, and they're ready for action. 
Yet, it won't be easy to topple Gen- 
eral Akhboob's Million-Man Army 
and his evil mutant experiments 
without using every map, secret 
code, special warp and all the in- 
credible firepower at the Daomsday 
Squad's disposal. 

Total Carnage is a twa-joystick 
game from the makers of Robotron 
2084 and Smash TV. In fact, the 
dual joystick controls that allow you 
to move in one direction while firing 
in another and the format of а sin- 
gle game play screen where you 
must destroy all the enemies be- 
fore moving to the next room or 


Yter The War Of 1999, Reporters 
| Swormed Inte The War Zone... 


Midway's Total Carnage uses a 
cute parody on Desert Storm's 
heroos in №5 story line. 





screen may look familiar to those of 
you who have played the other 
games. One added feature is a 
bomb button that detonates a mas- 
sive wave of destruction across the 


entire screen. & 
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Populous 11 
ELECTRONIC ARTS 
Version Previewed: Amiga 


Bullfrog's incredibly popular action-strat- 
egy game is going to have a sequel. The ex- 
tremely tentative version evaluated by 
VG&CE's corps of computer editors leaves 
many questions about the game unan- 
swered, yet the early indications are excep- 
tionally encouraging. 





Populous Il, like its predecessor, puts the 
gamer in the world-building business. А 
point-and-click command control scheme, 
based on the rows of icons along two 
edges of the main display, lets the comput- 
егізі interact with the planet's ever-chang- 
ing environmental and societal conditions. 

At this stage in its development, Popu- 
lous ПІ is chiefly notable for the tremen- 
dous improvement in the graphics and an- 
imation. All the artwork is cleaner, larger 
and more detailed than in the first Popu- 
lous. Another significant improvement is 
that the color selection for the many on- 
screen objects makes them much easier to 
distinguish when they overlap. 

—Bill Kunkel 
Electronic Arts 
1450 Fashion Island Blvd. 
San Mateo, СА 94404 
(415) 572-ARTS 


Patton Strikes Back 
BREDERBUND 
Version Previewed: Macintosh 


The inimitable Chris Crawford returns 
to his old stomping grounds—war gam- 
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ашы лы... 
ере 


FIRST LOOK 


ing—with this solitaire simulation. Gamers 
can show their skill on either side of one of 
the most controversial campaigns of 
World War Il: Hitler's final great offensive 
to blunt the rapidly advancing Allied 
armies and the counterattack led by Gen- 
eral George S. Patton. Many simulations 
have concentrated on the German attempt 
to break through, but Patton Strikes Back 
also focuses on the attempt to reduce the 
German bulge that bent, but did not break, 
the Allied line. 

A battle of this magnitude demands a 
good control system, and Crawford's 
point-and-click interface provides informa- 
tion about, and excellent command control 
over, every unit on the field. Clicking on a 
unit prints its identity, strength and readi- 
ness in the text window located in the 


ES lower-left corner of the screen. Tactical 





and strategic maps, accessed through the 
menu bar, keep the compu-general ap- 
prised of the total situation and the 
progress of specific skirmishes. 

Players give orders to one division at a 
time and see a graphic representation of the 
division's future response to the command. 
Execution occurs over a period of time, how- 
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ever, so that Patton Strikes Back achieves 
the effect of simultaneous movement. 
Historical information is online and al- 
ways available. А menu lets the comput- 
erist research weapons, tactics, person- 
alities, strategies and units. Mini 
newsreels highlight major events associ- 


ated with this campaign. The user has | 
the option of curtailing or eliminating | 


such visual frills, which could be a tem- 
per-saver the third or fourth time 
through the simulation. 

Patton Strikes Back is heavy-duty war 
gaming, with all the player aids and trim- 
mings the manifold mind of Chris Craw- 
ford can conceive. Its release should be a 
major event for military simulationists. 

--В.К. 
Braderbund Software 
500 Redwood Blvd. 
Novato, CA 94948-6121 
(415) 382-4400 


Oil Barons 
LOBO SOFTWARE 
Version Previewed: ІВМ PC 


They don't hardly make games like ОН 


Barons any more. It's a complex—but not 
necessarily complicated—strategy contest 
that allows up to a quartet of players to 


run a game that lasts anywhere from one 
to ten years in simulated tima. 

Developer Starsoft Development Labo- 
ratories threw in everything but the 
kitchen sink on this one: corporate merg- 
ers, lobbyists (foreign and domestic), hos- 
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Piet ш Key | 
to be an oil tycoon like J.R. 
Oil Barons might be the 
game for you. 





tile takeovers, longshoremen on strike and 
plenty of statistical updates. 

Even better, Qi! Barons adds some пісе 
graphics that enhance the playability of 
the game tremendously. If you like simula- 
tions of this type or ever wanted to play 
J.R. Ewing without the babes and sibling 
rivalry {c'mon guys, it's only a computer 
game), this one is well worth checking out. 

--В.К. 
Lobo Software 
1400 Coleman Ava. 
Santa Clara, СА 95050 
(408) 727-8161 


A: : 
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DYNAMIX 


Version Previewed: IBM PC 


Nova 9 is more than just Stellar 7 with 
two more battlefields. When the game 
begins, it's been two years since Stellar 
7 was wasted. Draxon Captain John 
Alex, alone in the vast isolation of outer 
space, has begun receiving some rather 
disturbing reports from the uncharted 
system Mova 9 concerning a humanoid 
creature that spread like a plague over 
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the nine planets of the system іп а 
matter of days. 

The player-character flies a newly 
built Raven Il which, despite its awe- 
some array of weaponry, doesn't seem 
like much of a match for the planet- 
eating monster despoiling Nova 9. 

Gir Draxon, supreme commander, 


is back, or at least his file has been re- 


activated—good super-villains never 
die, they just wait for sequels. There's 
also a wide range of new weaponry, 
such as the Montrose, a hovertank 
with extremely tough armor; the su- 
perfast and maneuverable, but lightly 
shielded, Phoenix; and the cockroach- 
like Wobbly, with its laser weapons. 

The planets in the Nova system are 
a sufficiently varied bunch, but one 
can hardly help but feel a sense of 
déjà vu while playing this game, due 
to its similarities to Stellar 7. (Version 
3, for CD, has just been released and 
is extremely hot, while the original 
version was an Apple Il/C-64 flippy in 
the mid-'80s.) Nevertheless, this looks 
like one hot cookie! 

--В.К. 

sierra On-Line 
40033 Sierra Ave. 
Oakhurst, CA 93644 
(209) 683-4468 


POTION TAKEN, 





Eye of the Beholder 
Ш: The Legend of 
DarkMoon 


STRATEGIC SIMULATIONS INC. 
Version Previewed: IBM РС 


This follow-up to Westwood's 
popular RPG looks like a solid hit for 
fans of the original, who can trans- 
fer their characters from the first 
game or create their own. They will 


ШШ experience outdoor adventuring, 


multiple game saves and improved 
| graphics in both the game play and 
cut scenes. 

This game also allows players to 
take characters to higher levels (up 
to 15), provides more characters to 
| interact with and offers new spells 
| and improved monsters (if “im- 
proved” is indeed the appropriate 
word for describing а more power- 
ful monster). 

А $15 clue book will also be 
available. 

--В.К. 
strategic Simulations Inc. 
675 Almanor Ave., Suite 201 
Sunnyvale, CA 94086-2901 
(408) 737-6800 





TOMMO VIDEO GAME DISTRIBUTION 


TEL: (213) 680-8880 


For Japanese Video Game, D 


Donald Duck 
| M.ER.C.S. 
| Qutrun 
| Jawel Master 
| Pit Fighter 
| Е, Viento 
Golden Axe || 
Arcus Odessey 
Shadow Of The Beast 
Mario be at Hockey 
Task Force Harrlar 


Beast Warriors 
California Games 
Bonanza Brother 
Vapor Trail 
Growl 


/ SUPER NES 


super Ghost & Ghoul 
Castlevania 

Joe & Мас 

D-Force 

Super EDF 

John Madden Football 
Caveman Mini 

Darius Twin 
Combat Basketball 
Tyson Power Punch 


Јаһу Baan 


Retail price 


$55 Only 


FAX: (213) 621-2177 


| GAME GERR 
Joe Montana Football 


Halley Wars 
space Harrier 
Ninja Gaidan 
master 
Donald Duck 
Clutch Hitter 


$34 Only 


GAME SYSTEM 
GENESIS SYSTEM 





JAPANESE VIDEO GAME 


SEGA MEGA DRIVE 
PC-ENGINE 

МЕС) - GEO 

GAME GEAR 
GAMEBOY 


MEGA DRIVE CD-ROM 
(Coming Soon) 


(with Sonic Tha Headgehog) 


GAME GEAR SYSTEM | 
149 ОПУ 


Retail price 


All & жа pane 





VIDEO GAME DISTRISUTION 





European, Austrailian & Canadian order welcome 


Call or Fax for Price List 
CIRCLE #148 ON READER SERVICE CARD. 
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| ell, the pandemonium has 
| finally settled down here 
after the monumental 


events surrounding our tenth-anniver- 
sary blowout, and we're ready to grap- 
ple once again with the problems and 
crises of your gaming lives. This time 
out, we're going to concentrate on 
some of the more offbeat questions 
we've received in recent months. So 
let's rock and roll... 


а ча on 


When | was а little kid, | collected 
stickers in an album. Years later, when 
| became involved in video games, | 
looked back at the stickers | had col- 
lected and noticed a group that had a 
1881 copyrighted game from Sega 
called Turbo. Can you tell me if this is 
a classic game that used to exist for 
the SMS? 

—Clark Otto 
Saukville, МЛ 


Sega has had several driving titles 
that have reappeared in a variety of 
formats, including Turbo, Qutrun and 
Enduro. Variations on these titles, 
including such hybrids as Turbo Out- 
run, have also turned up. Turbo was a 
coin-op hit for Sega in the early 
1980s, but since no form of the Sega 
Master System existed at that time, it 
did not appear in that format. Coleco, 
however, did produce a home version 
of Turbo for its video-game software 
line, but by the time the SMS hit 
these shores, the Sega arcade racing 
titles used were Enduro Racer, а 
motorcycle racing game that used a 
weird, top/down angled perspective; 
Hang On, also a cycle racer with a 
Pole Position-style visual display; and 
Әшігип, which had been a huge hit in 
the arcades, owing to its fabulous 
graphics. Outrun, like Hang On, used 
a pseudo-first-person perspective, 
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GAMING'S 
ANSWER TO АМ 
ANTACID SETTLES 
YOUR SOFTWARE 
DISPUTES 


by 
the Game Doctor 


with the gamear's vehicle fully dis- 
played on-screen in the lower fora- 


ground. 
q ма го n 


Back in the late '70s or early '80s 
there was an arcade game that used 
actual video footage of places. You 
had a top-down view and dropped 
bombs on ships in the shipyard and 
on railroad tracks and things. The 
ships and other targets were video- 
taped or something. Can you help? 

--Вгіап K. Watson 
Cleveland, ТМ 


Well, | believe you have your dates 
a little mixed up, Brian, but the game 
you're talking about sure sounds like 
Mylstar's M.A.C.H. 3. Gottlieb had just 
changed its nonpinball lina to Mylstar, 
and М.А.С.Н. 3 was a big-budget 


game that employed a combination of 
computer and laser disc technology. 
At the start of the game, the player got 

‘choose between two missions. One 


other used a pseudo-first-person point 
of view. The target images were actual 
video footage stored on laser disc, 
while the players ship was generated 
through conventional computer tech- 
nology. Alas, this game, along with 
other ambitious laser disc projects 
such as Atari's Firefox, Cinematronic's 
Space Ace and Sega's Astron Belt, 
proved too expensive for most arcade 
operators, and laser disc technology 
was soon dropped. This game actually 
appeared in early 1884. 





| hear about Nintendo cartridges 

that have over 20 games on them. 

Where could I find one of these car- 
tridges? 

--Вгуап Pizzillo 

Sykesville, MD 





There is some question as to the 
legality of some of these carts, Bryan, 
but MaxiVision (3855 5. Valley View, 
Las Vegas, NV 89103) will be issuing 
them legitimately. Maxi's cart will con- 
tain 30 games and will retail for $148. 
MaxiVision has licensed quite a few 
older games, some of which will 
appear under new titles. 


| love to read your column! | own 
an MES, a Genesis and a Super Fami- 
com. | modified my Genesis to play 
Mega Drive games; | would like to 
know if there is a way that | will be 
able to modify my Super Famicom to 
play Super NES games. 
— Sam Weehunt 
Norman, OK 
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Good news, Sam! The Super NES 
seems to be almost fully compatible 
with the Super Famicom...well, at least 
the hardware is. The only difference 
between the American and Japanese 
consoles seems to be in the plastic 
cartridge housing and the cartridge 
slot. Barring last-minute changes and 
hardware revisions, this is a problem 
that we Super Famicom owners hope- 
fully won't have to deal with. Keep 
your collective video-gaming fingers 
crossed, gang! 





q це Ж 2 


Congratulations оп ten years as 
The Game Doctor! And what a decade 
it has been for electronic gaming. The 
old Doc has always been there, 
though, to referee those voracious vid- 
iots. Thank you. 

In answer to your “Game Nurse 
Challenge”: “Angela” was the name 
of your last Game Nurse, if memory 
Serves. 

—William Simpson 
Los Angeles, CA 





Way to go, Whimsical Will! The 
lovely Angela was, indeed, Game 
Nurse Becky's immediate predecessor, 
though there were one or two others 
in there, keeping the circuit dabs fresh 
through the long decade of selfless 
service to gamers everywhere. 

By the way, fans of cult icon and 
fellow mock medic Doctor Demento 
may recognize Will Simpson as the 
longtime radio sidekick of the 
Demented One. Keep 'em flying, Wil- 
liam; your Game Doctor Prize Packet 
is On The Way! 
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When | was rereading some old C- 
64 gaming magazines recently, | saw a 
review for a Scott Adams Questprobe 
game based on Marvel Comics’ 
Incredible Hulk. That reminded me of 
an advertisement on the back cover of 


Uncanny X-Men #203 for the Incredi- 

ble Hulk and two other Questprobe 

games: Spiderman and The Fantastic 

Four. Where can | find these games for 
the С-64? 

—Morgan (Longshot) Foust 

Modesto, CA 


The best bet would probably be 
through a Commodore users group or 
at a garage sale. Then, of course, there 
are those dealers in exotic software 
whom the Doc mentions periodically. 
As a matter of fact, Frank M. Polosky 
(РО. Box 9542, Pittsburgh, РА 15223) 
just sent a new catalog containing 
some very rare, old electronic-gaming 
magazines, in addition to the software. 
Pleasant Valley Video (8141 Pleasant 
Valley Road, Camden, OH 45311) also 
deals in out-of-stock video and com- 
puter games, magazines, books, etc. 

However, don't have high expacta- 
tions for the specific Marvel-based 
products you mentioned. The fact that 
Scott Adams, one of the pioneers of 
computer entertainment software, is 
no longer in the business has more 
than a little to do with these illustrated 
text adventures, which were woefully 
behind state-of-the-art even when they 
were first released. 


q jf ion 
In the July "91 issue, you answered 
a letter from Bill Maddy concerning 
auto-booting on Amiga, Apple and C- 
64 computers. While most of the info 
YOU gave was correct, you аге mistak- 
en on a thing or two about the С-64. 
The C-64 doesn't have a START but- 
ton; it doesn't have buttons at all—it 
has a keyboard. It does have a 
RUN/STOP key. Most programs on 
the C-64 can be run by typing: LOAD 
Bs T. 
—L. Snyder 
Elfrida, AZ 





Sometimes the old Doc's brain 
skips a gear, and this was obviously 
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such a case. In fact, | had no idea what 
you were even talking about until | 
went back and reread the question to 
which you refer. 

What І intended to say was that, іп 
addition to the beloved load program 
you mention in your letter, many pro- 
grams also required the user to type 
the word RUN. Му fingers just got 
crossed in the translation. 

It happens when you get old, part- 
ner. It happens. 





"ме been wondering why Atari 
hasn't made а 16-bit machine, since 
NEC, Sega and Nintendo made them; 
why not Atari? 

—Do H. Noh 
Riverdale, MD 


a fp o r 

Actually Atari was working on a 16- 
bit-based game machine under the 
code name "Panther," but the project 
was recently scuttled, since Atari felt it 
was already so far behind in the 16-bit 
development race. Rumors have 
already begun to surface, however, of 
a 64-bit system, bearing the similarly 
feline code name "Jaguar." Once actu- 
al facts—as opposed to rumors— 
become available, you'll read all about 
it right here in VG&CE. 





nd that about closes up shop 
for this issue. Mext time 
out, we have a great letter 


from a fellow known as "The Fruit- 
man" that attempts to unravel the 
mysteries of: 

‘Which companies own which ver- 
sions of Tetris and how did they get 
them? | 

‘Which Atari is which? 

And several other excellent ques- 
tions. By the way, special thanks to 
Issac Merkle for the great Game Doc- 
tor cartoon! Aloha, gang! 

Remember, send those questions, 
comments and corrections to: 

Game Doctor 

330 S. Decatur, Suite 152 

Las Vegas, NV 89107. А 
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he great thing about elec- 
tronic-gaming fandom is its 
incredible diversity. The pro- 
fessional gaming magazines, 
good as they are in most respects, 
can't offer the spectrum of opinion 
found in these bright and enthusiastic 
amateur publications. 

And these are passionate opinions. 
Someone is willing to spend his 
time and money to communicate 
his thoughts and ideas to you. The 
fanzines don't have the graphic 
splendor or editorial polish of the 
newsstand titles, but the fanzine ed- 
itors' excitement about gaming and 
obvious joy in their hobby is irre- 
sistible. 

Getting in on the fun is simpler than 
you might think. Just send for one or 
more of the fanzines | review each is- 
sue—then submit articles, artwork or 
a letter of comment to the ones that 
catch your interest. Or go all the 
way and do a fanzine of your own! 
(Fanzines don't really compete with 
each other, so you can get a mailing 
list from a friendly publishing fan.) 

Another great thing about fanzines 
is that some specialize in subjects that 
no professional magazine could pos- 
sibly treat adequately. Let's start off 
this month's reviews of current 
fanzines with a striking example of 

just such a fanzine. 
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Fanzines for 
Every Taste 


by Arnie Katz 


2600 Connection 46 
Timothy Duarte 
14 Blackburn St. 
Fairhaven, МА 02718-4334 
Eight pages 


This is one fascinating fanzine, 
even if you don't sit around playing 


Air-Sea Battle, and it's absolutely 


indispensable if you do. Tim Duarte 
has just taken over this attractive, 
bimonthly fanzine, in response to 
the widespread praise for his out- 
standing efforts to present informa- 
tion about the Atari 2600 video-game 
console. 

From the interview with design- 
er/programmer Steve Cartwright to 
the list of mail-order houses that 
carry 2600 stuff, this fanzine is 

packed with lots of choice materi- 
al. Other highlights include a live- 
ly letters column, a review of an 
Australian 2600 cartridge and a 
detailed solution for Swordquest: 
Waterworld. 


The Shape of Gaming to Come #2 
Darren Krolewski 
12311 Conservation Trail 
Utica, MI 48315 
$1.50 for three issves—Bimonthly 
Six pages 


Columns on both video and pinball 
arcade machines are featured in this 
fast-improving fanzine, but Darren 
doesn't neglect the home games. 
The best article in the issue is a fair- 
ly accurate description of Atari's efforts 
to develop a new console to dominate 
cartridge gaming in the 1990s. 

The Shape of Gaming to Come 
concentrates on spotting new trends. 
Commentary is enthusiastic, but 
well-balanced and sensible. This 
fanzine has made tremendous strides 
in just two issues, so I'm making it one 
of my "best bets." 


MegaForce #3 
A.J. Ramos 
33022 Lake Huron 51. 
Fremont, CA 94555 
$2.50 for three issues 
14 pages 


Despite the number, this is A.J.'s 
first issue. Former editor Kris Newes 
moved to Japan to pursue a career 
in computer engineering, but 
MegaForce appears to be in good 
hands. A.J.’s fanzine includes such 
appealing touches as a good letter col- 
umn, as well as a fanzine review 
section. 

The main focus is 16-bit video 
gaming, with A.J. himself contributing 
many of the reviews. A little more 
attention to analyzing the guts of 
each cartridge would improve the 
content, but Mr. Ramos is a valuable 
addition to the ranks of fanzine 
editors. & 
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continued from page 81 

trigue with atmospheric visions that 
evoke the mysterious Far East. Jeff Tun- 
nell and his Dynamix crew have crafted 
a masterpiece of exotic backgrounds, 


multiple perspectives and high drama. 


Best Coin-Op то COMPUTER GAME TRANSLATION 

The family amusement centers, once 
the fountainhead of new home com- 
puter-game ideas, have largely dried up. 
Even when home and coin-ops share the 
same name, they are usually designed 
and programmed independently by dil- 
ferent development teams. For example, 
although there is a Simpsons game both 
for arcades and the NES, they have dif- 
ferent formats, goals and graphics. 

Another problem is that most of the 
best coin-op to home game translations 
target the video-game market, The kind 
of all-out action games that score big in 
the coin-op palaces just don’t Пу in the 
home computer environment. That's 
why hits like Atari Games’ Hard Drivin’ 
or Sega's Columns rarely make it to 
computer. 
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The years top arcade-to-computer 
translation is Ninja Gaiden II (GameTek 
for the IBM PC). It's a fine transport of 
the second entry in the successful 
Tecmo series. The figures are small, but 
they look extremely impressive moving 
about the nighttime skyline. The music 


sounds especially good through the 
Sound Blaster, 


Most Innovative COMPUTER GAME 

Innovation and quality aren't syn- 
onymous. Most of 199175 best games 
optimized existing design approaches 
and stayed in the mainstream. Even in a 
year in which novelty was in short sup- 
ply, there were more fresh ideas than 
there are awards. The next wave of CD 
titles will make the quantum leaps, but 
our winners did significantly extend the 


boundaries of computer gaming. 





Wordtris (5pectrum HoloByte for the 
IBM PC) proves that all sequels to 
Tetris are not created equal. Rarely has 
a follow-up game displayed more fresh- 
ness and invention than this appealing 
cross between a word game and a ki- 
netic puzzle. 

Faces and Hatris have good points, 
but neither is nearly as entertaining as 
this permutation of the shape-manipu- 
lation play-mechanic. Forming words 
from falling letters pumps new excite- 
ment into this popular series. Wordtris 
is more than an excellent sequel to a 
computer-gaming perennial; it is a po- 
tential classic program in its own right. 


HONORABLE MENTION 

Most avid players of nonelectronic 
RPGs want to design scenarios. Armed 
with piles of instruction books, they 
can construct a pencil-and-paper mod- 
ule that works within the established 
framework of rules. Until the introduc- 
tion of The Bard’s Tale Construction Set 
(Interplay Productions for the IBM PC), 
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fans of computer RPGs were locked out 
of such activities, It puts the adventur- 
ing system that produced a string of 
hits under the Electronic Arts label in 
the computerist's direct control. 





The Adventures of Willy Beamish 
(Dynamix for the IBM PC) is a bril- 
liantly original adventure game that 
poses the question: "What if you were 
nine again...knowing what you know 
now?^ Willy Beamish captures the 
essence and excitement of youth. Top it 
off with great graphics and a smooth 
interface, and you've got one of the 
years most enjoyable, as well as distinc- 
tive, computer-entertainment products! 


THE BOTTOM LINE 


It wasn't just a good year for video 
and computer gaming, it was a great 
one. Increased hardware and software 
sales, modernized game development 
procedures and expanded machine ca- 
pabilities should keep the good times 
rolling in 1992. & 
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Big Business 
DIGITEK 
Amiga ($49.95), 


Versions: 


IBM PC ($49.95) 





Ever wanted to run your own company, 
to make important decisions and conduct 
business deals that either earn a fortune or 
bust the bank account? Big Business from 
DigiTek Software lets the player do all that 
and more. Appropriately subtitled Semi- 
Realistic Wacky Business Simulation, Big 





Business takes place in the high-tech busi- ЕЕ 


ness world, but presents it in a goofy way | 
through the use of cartoonish graphics, | 
neat sound effects and a lot of animated 


surprises. Belying its subject, which might E m 


initially seem mundane if not downright 
boring to some people, Big Business is a 
lot of fun and very easy to learn. 

The game pits three players against 
each other in a contest for mastery of the 
business world. In one- or two-person 
games, the computer fills the other slot(s). 
Each player starts out with equal assets 
and manufactures the same product. The 
goal is to earn the most money by the end 
of the last turn. The path to this goal has 
many ups and-downs, just like the real 
business world. 

Each turn of Big Business lasts up to 


three or six minutes of real time, depending | 


on the start-up options. м а game turn, 


players command the appropriate company | 
officers in the boardroom to put the com- EN 


pany in a better position in the marketplace. 
The five officers are: Jane Dough (financial 
officer), Fred WedBetter (purchasing agent), 
Percy LaFleur (production manager}, Dr. 
Donald Density (research and development 
manager) and Jim Slick (sales and market- 
ing officer). Selection of an officer takes the 
player to an options screen geared to that interface 
person. At the end of the turn, a cleanup 
phase lets players buy and sell ravv materi- 
als, a graph pops up that details sales and а 
news service reveals the latest headlines via 
a scrolling page. 

The nicest feature of the interface is the 
separation of a typical company's functions 
into logical categories by means of the offi- 
cer screens. To increase production, go to 
the production manager screen and click 
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on the appropriate icon. To take out a loan 
or pay off outstanding debts, select Jane 
Dough. Jim Slick is the sleazeball of the 
company, ready to dig up dirt about the 
other players’ businesses from his "office" 
in а local bar. Jim can easily start labor 
trouble and knows someone who can steal 
secrets from the other players. But, the 
player should always keep in mind that all 
gamers have the same options; what you 
do to others will very likely soon be done 
to your own band of execs. 

The game designers injected lots of 
humor, and produced an interface depen- 
dent entirely on icons. Play is not much 
| harder than clicking on pic- 
tures or objects on the vari- 
ous screens of the дате, 
For example, on the board- 
room screen, the yellow 
m tablet reveals the progress 
of the competition. In the 
| bar scene, clicking on each 

of the people around the 
bar brings up a small win- 
dow that lets players hire 
the people in their areas of 
expertise. Such a simple in- 
terface enables gamers to 
| concentrate on outguessing 
| their opponents, instead of 
on the mechanics of play. 

The graphics in Big Busi- 
ness produce a sense of ir- 
reverent humor and wacky 
presentation. Each charac- 
ter fits his or her job, and 
they all have exaggerated 
features. Watch the screen 
carefully, because you 
never know what might 
happen in the background. 
For example, there's the 
businessman who jumps 
from a higher floor in the 
` opening scene, апа you can 


DigiTek" s Big ERR uses an 586 him go by your window. Half the fun in 


on icons. 


interface dependent entirely 


the first few games is discovery of the ac- 
tive icons. Sound effects accompany most 
screens and add a lot to the goofy atmo- 
sphere. The subject matter could have 
made this a very dull and boring game, but 
the designers kept the interface simple and 
built in a lot of bells and whistles that make 
play lively. 

As an added bonus, a stock market sim- 
ulation game called WallStreet comes іп 
the Big Business package. It's sort of a prac- 
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tice run for stockbrokers and others whose 

job it is to play the market with real money. 
Big Business is the perfect game for 

those who like to fantasize about an im- 

portant company position, and it is a fun 

way to hone skills for the real world. 

—Russ Ceccola 

DigiTek Software 

1916 Twisting Lane 

Wesley Chapel, FL 33543 

(813) 973-7733 


Chip’s Challenge 
ЕРҮХ 
Versions: Amiga ($39.95), 
Commodore 64 ($33.95), 
IBM РС (539.98) 





Іп Chip's Challenge the player is Chip, an 
outcast nerd who is crazy about Melinda, a 
very smart girl at Chip's high school. Chip 
desperately wants to join Melinda's club, 
the Bit Busters, but first he must pass a 
test. Chip must work his way through 144 
levels of puzzles, each more difficult than 
the previous, and each involving ament 
methods of problem solving. 

some puzzles require 
navigation through mazes. 
Others make the player work 
his way out by collecting 
different objects, such as 
kevs, shields, computer chips 
and dirt blocks. (А key of a 
certain color opens a door of 
the same color.) One type of 
shield lets Chip walk on 
water, another lets him walk 
through fire. А pair of boots 
enables him to walk on ice 
without slipping. А dirt block, 





provides help if he gets completely stuck 
on one level. Some levels have a question 
mark, which, when stepped on, provides a 
small hint to passing that level. Other 
levels may offer the player a chance to skip 
the level if he keeps dying over and over. 
Luckily, each level has a code so the player 
can return to the spot where Chip left off. 

The player controls Chip's movements 
with the keyboard or joystick. In some of 
the more perilous levels it is advisable to 
use the keyboard, because Chip's move- 
ments are more precise. 

The graphics are only in 16 colors—regret- 
table, since most players today want VGA 
graphics. Hawever, even though the graphics 
aren't absolutely state-of-the-art, they 
shouldn't turn anyone away from the game. 

The sound effects are fairly good when 
played through an Ad Lib or Sound Blaster 
card. The music, however, is extremely 
monotonous. The game only has three or 
four different tunes, and all of them are 
very simple. After awhile, the music 
becomes so tiresome that the player will 
probably want to turn down the volume. 

The amount of game play is satisfying. 
There is so much variety in the levels that 
even experienced puzzle solvers will be 
challenged. Only after all 144 levels are 
completed do the possibilities run out, and 
it takes so long to accomplish this that 
most players will stay busy for quite 
awhile. 

Chip's Challenge is for anyone 
who enjoys solving puzzles and 
mazes. Those frustrated by games 
like this shouldn't buy it, but players 
who love to be challenged to use 
their minds (instead of their 
fingertips) will definitely find this 
their type of game. 

—David Ethell 
Epyx 
600 Allerton St. 
Redwood City, CA 94063 
(415) 368-3200 


when pushed into water, can create a floor Available previously on the 
piece where the water was. The player Lynx, Chip's Challenge is a 


must use the correct combination of tools тшшен maze game with 144 Might and Magic ШІ: 


to pass each level safely. 

If finding and using objects wasn't 
enough, almost all of the levels have 
creatures and traps that will kill Chip, and 
most of them have a time limit. Each 
creature has a different pattern of 
movement and a different way of being 
stopped. Some traps can be deactivated 
by a certain color button, while others 
must be dodged or blocked. 

When all the factors working against 
poor Chip are totaled, it appears that Chip 
doesn't have much hope of winning the 
fair Melinda. Fortunately, the game 
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Isles of Terra 


HEW WORLD COMPUTING INC. 
Version: ІВМ PC ($59.95) 








Clear the hard drive, clear resident 
memory and clear a lot of time, because 
Might and Magic Ш has arrived. Complete 
with five races, ten character classes and a 
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half dozen major land masses, each with ра 


its share of towns and dungeons, this 3.5 
megabytes of fantasy role-playing game 
will occupy as much time as players have 
to give. 

The underlying premise of Might and 
Magic ЇЇ: Isles of Terra is that the world 


was formed during a war among the four [ 


elements, who now have called а truce 


long enough to eliminate life from the § 


planet. In response, the Five Forces of the 
Dome (complete with Latin names and ob- 
tuse domains) arose to help the intelligent 


species. Luckily, the poetry-laden rule book | 


is shart, because if the game were on a par 
with the rules, buyers would be scram- 


bling for their receipts soon after character B 





creation. However, this is one rare occa- Ё 


sion when some technical details could в 
have been helpful. Although players № 


should not know the intricate mathematics 


behind а game, they should not have to № 


spend excessive time and money deter- | 


mining the relative "ondes: af ring, chain, 
splint and scale armor. раз 

The designers at- 
tempted a different § 
tack in programming 
this adventure—hu- 
mor. Many of the mon- | 
sters look as if artists № 
drew sketches of the J 
most bizarre creatures | 
they could think of, EE 
and then assigned Ы 
powers and attributes. BEES 
How else could anyone | 
account for the disem- 
bodied floating heads 
(called screamers) and 
the slithering green ' 
bubble men? The humor, like all aspects of 
the game, is accented by sharp, animated 
graphics. Even the gargoyles decorating 
the view screen move when foes or secret 
doors are nearby. 

Might and Magic Ш contains а pregen- 
erated party, but players have the option 
of creating their own characters. However, 
the computer-created characters are about 
the best possible, and anyone who re- 
places them needs a complete array of 
classes, especially considering the exces- 
sive cost of hirelings. 

In addition to standard attributes and 
class-oriented skills, characters may also 
purchase an assortment of general skills. 
Some, such as cartography and directional 
sense, are not essential to solving the 
game but make play much easier. Others, 
like swimming and pathfinding, are re- 
quired to move most places outside of city 
limits. But, like everything else in this 
game, they cost money. 
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The designers 








= Ё 1 
Em ا ا‎ 0] 


s of | Might Eng 
Magic ШІ: Isles of Terra 
attempted a different tack 
in programming this 
adventure—humor. 


In most role-playing games, gold 
piles up until it serves no discernible 
purpose. But monetary management 
is key to Might and Magic Ш, and 
this provides a welcome opportunity 
for noncombat strategy. Treasure 
comes in two forms: gold and the 
magic gems needed to cast higher 
level spells. Besides skills, training 
and equipment, expenses include 
magic spells (with accompanying 
fees for magic guild memberships), 
information and cures for poison, 
‘| disease, curses and insanity. In addi- 
| tion, the Isles of Terra are filled with 
| individuals ready to sell skills and 
а arcane items of questionable worth, 
at exorbitant prices. Some do offer 
homegrown cures at bargain rates, 
so spending the time to explore Zin- 
garo's wagons and shacks is well 
H worthwhile. 
| Only serious combat tacticians 
will find Might and Magic Ш lacking. 
There are no combat screens, and the only 
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character placement option is determining 


who is closest to the front lines. Even then, 
foes have a knack for attacking whoever is 
most vulnerable or most vital in combat; 
and protection spells are costly, but 
needed to keep spell casters fighting. 

So, while getting through the rule book 
is not actually the most difficult challenge 
in Might and Magic ІП, it is, assuredly, the 
only unpleasant one in this thoroughly en- 
joyable game. 

—Dave Moskowitz 


Я Electronic Arts Distribution 


1450 Fashion Island Blvd. 
San Mateo, CA 94404 
(415) 572-ARTS 


Megafortress 
THREE-SIXTY 
Versions: Amiga (559.95), 
IBM РС (559.95) 





OVERALL 


The EB-52 Megafortress is one of the 
most awesome weapons in America’s ar- 
senal. With a payload capacity of 192,000 
pounds and the capability of altitudes 
from 50,000 feet to just a few hundred feet 
up, it is a versatile aircraft capable of car- 
rying an incredible load. Mow, for the first 
time, an average individual can control 
this impressive instrument of destruction 
through an excellent simulation. 
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This is the year of Super NES. The year some of the best 
КРС players may go down in flames. Because this year 
you will enter the world of Drakkhen. 
Youve confronted many = 
monsters before. But 7 
never fire-breathing | 
beasts of such scorch- 
ing realism, Over 50 
giants and winged 
beasts in spellbinding 
5-2. Youve journeyed in 
other mystical lands. But 7 
none with scrolling, = 
360° landscapes with ^ 
panoramic views. Horizons change 
from day to night before your very eyes. 
In your quest to restore world peace, 
you will learn many 
powerful spells. Prepare 
for battle by collecting 
weapons and magical 
objects. But nothing will 
prepare you for the spe- 
А cial effects, the eye-popping 
Graphics, the stereo digital sound experience, 
Drakkhen. Its the Super NES game of the 
year. The role playing challenge of a lifetime. 


Nina Super Майо Бїгїн System and tbe official seals ane registered trademarks of Nintendo of 
d menia Inc. © ТОЈ Nintendo of America Inc. Desekoped by КЕМУ under Бесті fom Infogsurmes £2 1097 
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CIRCLE #150 ON READER SERVICE CARD. 


The first step іп Megafortress is mis- 
sion selection. There are three scenarios: 
The practice runs allow for bombing, іп- 
flight refueling, navigation and evasion! 
battle with opposing MiGs. These mis- 
sions are performed over the Nevada 
desert. The Persian Gulf missions are the 
“real thing,” while Flight of the Old Dog 
concerns the elimination of a Russian 
radar station. The player is also responsi- 
ble for loading the right ordnance—every- 
thing from laser-guided missiles to "run- 
way buster" bombs is available. 

The EB-52 is a complex aircraft, and the 
simulation accurately duplicates many of 
the required tasks. For example, if a hy- 


draulic pump stops working, the player | 


can try to restart it, but a variety of electri- 
cal devices may need to be reset. Fortu- 
nately, there is help, in the form of some 
automatic systems to engage while the 
player is occupied elsewhere. 


The EB-52 carries a five-man crew, and M 


the player performs the duties of them all. 
This keeps the gamer busier than a one- 
armed paperhanger, especially during the 
last stages of a mission, when each crew 
member must perform with utmost effi- 
ciency. 

The five stations are pilot, copilot, navi- 
gator, EW Officer 





gator can set "waypoints" on his electronic 
map, and the autopilot will automatically 
fly to those waypoints in order. Between 
the autopilot and the TAC (terrain avoid- 
ance computer), it is almost never neces- 
sary to fly the EB-52 manually. 
Тһе electronic warfare sta- 
tion controls radar detection 
| and electronic countermea- 
| sures, such as jamming, flare 
launch (to confuse IR tracking 
missiles) and chaff bundles (to 
confuse radar-guided mis- 


ии 
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22 ымыны siles). To assist the busy 


player, this station features an 
automatic system for detecting 
and responding to threats. The 
offensive weapons station han- 
dies missile launches at pursu- 
ing aircraft, bomb drops and 
weapons guidance to target. 

Each station has a radar 
panel that, in most cases, can 
either work as regular radar, as 
terrain radar (showing a radar 
picture of the ground ahead of 
the aircraft) or as an aimable 
camera. 

Megafortress uses filled 
polygon graphics, and the ani- 
mation was smooth on my 386- 
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ficer (offensive 
weapons). Each 
has а control 
panel unique to 
that station. The 
pilot is the air- 
craft commander, 
who controls the 
flight instruments 
and operation of 
the autopilot. The 
autopilot is espe- 
cially important 
because the navi- } 


РЫБА MISSILE HARHIMC DETECTED 
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defined and brightly colored. The program 
supports mouse control; this is highly rec- 
ommended for the many buttons and 
gauges used in flight. However, flying the 
aircraft works best with the arrow keys. 
The sound consisted of engine noise, 
various swooshes for chaff and flare 


` launches and other assorted aircraft 


sounds. My Sound Blaster card was de- 
tected and used for sound effects. 

Playability was a mixed bag. Ав ex- 
pected from a simulation with the com- 
plexity of this one, there is a lot to do. 
Nevertheless, it is possible to master each 
mission, especially with help from the au- 
topilot, automatic defense systems and 
terrain-avoidance computer. The program 
can be installed on a hard drive (advis- 
able), but don't lose the excellent manual. 
Transponder response codes must be 
keyed in before each mission—essentially, 
the сору protection. Failure to enter the 
right code results in immediately being 
shot down by friendly forces. 

One last caveat: Megafortress requires 
most of the 640K memory. TSRs and other 
memory users may cause the program not 
to work. | had to boot a "clean" system in 
order to get the game to run. 

Overall, Megafortress is an accurate 
and complex simulation of an accurate 


VIDEOGAMES & COMPUTER ENTERTAINMENT 


апа complex aircraft. It is not an instant 
gratification type of program, but, if you 
are really interested in learning how to 
handle the EB-52, check it out. You won't 
be sorry. 

—Dave Plotkin 
Three-Sixty Pacific 
2105 5. Bascom Ave., Suite 380 
Campbell, CA 95008 
(409) 776-2187 


Western Front 
STRATEGIC SIMULATIONS INC. 
Versions: Amiga ($59.95), 
ІВМ РС (559.95) 





OVERALL 123 45 6 т [ э 10 


For as long as computer war gaming 
has existed, the guru of the genre for many 
players has been Gary Grigsby. Similarly, 
the recognized industry leader in this field 
has been Strategic Simulations. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that Western Front: 


The Liberation of Europe, 1944-1945 


should appear as the | 
logical companion 
game to their last joint 
endeavor, Second Front, 
which chronicled the 
Wermacht's demise on 
the frozen steppes of 
Russia. Fortunately for 
fans of Mr. Grigsby, this 
latest offering improves 
on many of the short- № 
falls of the prior work, | 
and also introduces | 
functions unique to an 
amphibious campaign. 
If one does not al- 
ready have an apprecia- 
tion for the sheer mag- 
nitude of the Allied 


invasion of Europe, Western Front will im- 581% Western Front is an 
press the fact upon the player. As this is not. exceptional rendition of one 
а game to be taken lightly, or in small of the largest military 
doses, players who undertake the endeavor endeavors in history. 


may find themselves out of contact with 
their loved ones for long periods of tima. 
Western Front offers three scenarios: 
Diadem, covering the Italian campaign; 
Breakout, chronicling Patton's "Hell on 
Wheels" sweep to the Rhine; and Bulge, 
depicting the dying gasp of the Wermacht 
in the Ardennes forest. Each is interesting 
in its own right, but not as comprehensive 
as some of the games devoted wholly to 
those battles. Western Front's strength is 
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the Campaign game, which re-creates all 
of the Allied operations from just prior to 
the Normandy invasion until the end of 
the war. Players retain some ability to alter 
the grand strategy by changing the land- 
ing beaches and the like, but one cannot 
explore some of the major historical alter- 
natives, such as ignoring the Italian the- 
ater or invading in 1943. 

The basic unit of maneuver for Western 
Front differs from its predecessor, having 
reduced from corps elements to divisions 
and even brigades. Correspondingly, each 
turn now represents only three to four 
days, instead of a week. Events in the 
Eastern theater still impact on the German 
defense, even though they occur off the 
map. Historically, the Germans were 
severely weakened in the West due to the 
need to reinforce the Eastern Front, where 
they were being bled dry. German players 
cannot escape this fate (even if they had 
previously defeated Russia in Second 
Front), and must be prepared to activate 
units at any moment to replace their crack 
divisions, which are pulled without notice. 

As before, logistics are the cornerstone 
of any campaign. Industrial production 
fills the replacement pools from which 
units are rebuilt or E Upgraged; Given the 
tenuous nature of 
the initial Allied 
beachhead, it is im- 
perative that the А|- 
lied player utilize a 
strong strategic 
bombing campaign 
to disrupt the Ger- 
man interior lines of 
communication and 
strong industrial 
base. Western Front 
models this portion 
| of tha game exceed- 
| ingly well, allowing 
missions against 
factories, railways, 
bridges and strate- 
gic supply cities 
such as Dresden and Essen. 

An interesting addition to the game is 
the use of political points, expanded to 
perform actions such as strategic bomb- 
ing, the replacement of unit leaders and 
the like. A certain number of points are re- 
plenished each turn. As one might expect, 
amphibious and paradrop operations do 
not occur overnight. Consequently, Allied 
forces must accumulate points each turn 
for a sufficient buildup to transport all of 
their units across the English Channel for 
the invasion. Maval units are not depicted 
in the game, so one can consider these 
amphibious points to represent the delay 
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that the Allies actually experienced in 
amassing sufficient shipping in the U.K. 
for the operation. 

Other improvements to the basic sys- 
tem include full mouse support, a major 
plus; a more detailed rules supplement, 
which allows diehards to get down into in- 
dividual combat formulas if desired; and а 
greatly enhanced computer opponent. Un- 
fortunately, the game lacks a map of the 
theater. The graphic interface is un- 
changed from Second Front, and sound 
support remains a tertiary feature for 
games of this nature. 

Western Front is an exceptional rendi- 
tion of one of the largest military endeav- 
ors in history. If one possesses the 
stamina for a couple hundred hours of 
play, it should not be missed. 

—Ed Dille 
Strategic Simulations Inc. 
675 Almanor Ave., Suite 201 
Sunnyvale, CA 94086-2901 
(408) 737-6800 


Amarillo Slim 
Dealer's Choice 


VILLA CRESPO SOFTWARE 
Version: IBM PC ($49.95) 





Poker is probably the most difficult card 
game, because it involves not only the 
luck of the draw but also the actions and 
reactions of human players. Whenever 
people get in the way of chance, 
"playing by the odds" takes on an 
entirely new meaning. Amarillo Slim 
Dealer's Choice continues the 
excellence of past Villa Crespo 
gambling titles with a poker game in 
which the gamer competes with up to 
seven computer players. 

Although images of the players with | 
changing facial expressions аге | 
missing from the game, Dealer's 
Choice is as close as a дате can get to the 
"feel" of a real poker game. It requires 
little or no preparation to play, and every 
screen in the game has a help option. 
Most commands correspond to function 
keys or other single key presses. Players 
may also use the arrow keys or mouse to 
move a select bar in the menus, and the 
return key or mouse button can be used to 
enter commands. 
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Amarillo Slim Dealer's 
Choice's high degree of 
flexibility should prepare any 
novice player for a real дате 


in a casino. 


P 


ы 


E 


It is so effortless to use the Amarillo 
Slim Dealer's Choice interface that more 
time сап be spent learning how to play 
poker effectively. 

The program plays 28 variations of 
poker, a hefty number of different games, 
but only the pros should attempt to 
activate more than a few games at once. 
The game takes its name from the ability 
of the dealer to choose from among the 
different variations on each hand, an 
approach that requires quick-thinking 
players who can shift from one set of rules 
to another easily. Because of this high 
degree of flexibility, Dealer's Choice 

should prepare amy novice player for a 
real game in a casino or back room. 

There are many rules and options 

that can be set, and this is how players 
may best practice the game. Success in 
games with simpler rules builds up 
confidence and skills that transfer over 
to more difficult games. The options 
and rules screens are so intuitive that 
game set up should only take а minute 
or two. Another feature is the statistics 
accumulation that the program per- 
| forms. Many categories 
of statistics tabulation are 
available for informa- 
tional purposes and to 
| help out the player. 

The most important 
feature of Dealer's Choice 
| is the online help option. 

At any point in the game, 
| the player may bring up 
messages that describe 
the function of the 
current screen. These 
messages take the place 
of a manual. Also in- 


VARIATIONS 


28 POKER 
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valuable to game play is the advice that 
gamblers can bring up for each hand. This 
advice from the program helps players 
learn how to win; it's specific and not only 
reveals the best choice of action, but also 
the reasoning behind the suggestion. 
Don't look for fancy graphics in Dealer's 
Choice. The card faces are rather 
simplistic, and the other screens mostly 
contain text. However, excellent graphics 
aren't too important in a gambling 
simulation; the most important element to 
consider is the clarity of the card faces. 
These are instantly recognizable, and 
that's all you really need. There are some 
digitized pictures of Amarillo Slim, but, on 
the whole, Dealer's Choice is more 
impressive in the sound department. The 
other players at the table announce their 


choices of action, whether it be "call," Ski-ulator, Бү newcomer 
"raise" or other options. Each player hasa Eagle Graphics, is а first- 

different voice, and this nice touch adds person-perspective 

ski racing simulator. 


personality to the game. 

Dealer's Choice has everything | 
a poker player could want, 
including enough rule variations 
and computer opponents to keep | 
gamers busy for a long time. 
Packed in a slick, attractive box, 
the program reflects the com- | 
mitment to gambling simulations 
that Villa Crespo made over a year 
ago. It teaches as you play, and it 
prepares anyone for a night of 
poker with live players. Ante up! 

—R.C. 

Villa Crespo Software 
1725 McGovern St. 
Highland Park, IL 60035 
(708) 433-0500 


Ski-ulator 


EAGLE GRAPHICS 
Version: IBM PC ($39.95) 





Ski-ulator is a downhill ski racing simu- 
lator by newcomer Eagle Graphics. The 
generic manual refers to downhill as the 
glamour event of Alpine ski racing. It 


makes no sense to question such a state- | 
ment; Eagle Graphics claims to be a com- | 


pany made up of skiing experts, based in a 
part of the country known for skiing 
(Eagle, Colorado). However, there is little 
glamour in its simulation. 

In all fairness, as a first product Ski-ula- 


tor isn't bad. The display is in high resolu- | 
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tion (640 x 350). Its best attribute, though, 
is the speed at which the simulator runs, 
30 frames per second (on a 16 MHz ma- 
chine). While not quite arcade speed (50 
fps), it does clip along with screen updates 
that are smooth and flicker free. 
Ski-ulator is in first person perspec- 
tive—only the tips of the player's skis can 
be seen. А sprite engine seems to have 
been employed, instead of a polygon-fill 3- 
D environment, which makes it all the 
more remarkable that the designers were 
able to achieve such a good 3-D effect. 
However, this has not been without cost. 
There are three levels of difficulty: Be- 
ginner, Advanced and World Class. The 
levels increase in maximum attainable 
speed, and become progressively less for- 
giving. Two courses (developed from de- 
tailed survey maps) are provided: the 
men's downhill course at Beaver Creek 
and the women's downhill course at Vail. 
While the keyboard is fully supported, a 
joystick is definitely recommended for соп- 
trolling the player's on-screen counterpart. 
А left or right movement of the stick does 
the obvious (turns in the corresponding di- 
rection), forward increases “tuck” (tuck 
means you're standing upright), back de- 
creases tuck. Developing a feel for the state 
of tuck required for each time a player 
catches "air" (skis over a bump ог lip) is nec- 
essary in order to complete each course suc- 
cessfully. А meter displayed on-screen re- 
minds the player of the current "state of tuck.” 
Mow the bad news. The game has no 
sound card support and only minimal 
beeps and boops from 
the onboard PC speaker. 
Sixteen colors is the 
maximum this release 
supports (although a 
| VGA version is prom- 
ised). With limited colors 
comes limited on-screen 
detailing, namely a white 
powder background with 
no indications of peaks 
or valleys and only col- 
ored dots to mark the 
outside boundaries of the 
| courses. 
| Finally, Eagle Graphics 
promises “spectacular 
crashes." | don't know 
how they define spectac- 
ular, but being hauled 
away on a stretcher, to 
| the tune of a funeral 
| dirge done in PC speaker 
beeps, is not my idea of 
spectacular. 
Ski-ulator is a nice first 
effort, but Eagle Graphics 
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should have waited until they were ready 
to ship the VGA version. 

—Frank Eva 
Eagle Graphics Co. 
РО. Box 2435 
Ellicot City, MD 21041 
(800) 253-8712 


The Lost Admiral 
QUANTUM QUALITY PRODUCTIONS INC. 
Version: IBM РС (559.95) 





OVERALL 


The Lost Admiral is as rare a find as a 
hen's tooth. The fact that it is also the first 


title of a fledgling new software gerra TEE 


company seems incomprehensible 
in the face of many less capable 
products from known publishers. 
As the ratings indicate, the graphics 
and sound of The Lost Admiral are | 
not polished by market standards, 
but one should not infer that to 
apply to all aspects of the game. 
The Lost Admiral is a strategic 
naval war game in the tradition of 
Risk and Empire. Like these venera- 
ble classics, it offers a depth and va- 


riety of play that will entice gamers to re- QOP's The Lost Admiral is а 
turn again and again. Further, the artificial must-have program that will 
intelligence of the computer opponent is so undoubtedly achieve 
advanced that players will not be forced to "classic" status. 


continually search for human opposition. 

Don't expect a tactical realism, such as 
that depicted in simulations like Harpoon. 
The Lost Admirafs emphasis is the estab- 
lishment of sea control, defense of critical 
home ports, resource management and 
strategic maneuver. 

Players begin each scenario with a spe- 
cific number of "buy points," utilized to 
purchase units for the fleet, and may opt 
for a mix of any of the following: aircraft 
carriers, battleships, cruisers, destroyers, 
PT boats, submarines, attack transports, 
transports and gun emplacements. During 
the initial purchase, players also spacify 
the starting home port of each unit. Ports 
may contain an unlimited number of units 
(all other squares are limited to two) but 
only the top two units of the stack may de- 
fend if the port is attacked. Further, each 
port must contain either a transport or an 
attack transport at the end of each turn for 
the player to receive the victory points for 
that turn. There is no such thing as an op- 
timum mix of units, due to the sheer vari- 
ety of potential situations one has to face. 
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Even in the set versus the random scenar- 
105, one can experiment with numerous 
force mixes to accomplish the mission. 

Each unit has some unique characteris- 
tics that govern its employment. Aircraft 
carriers offer the greatest diversity, due to 
special attributes that may be selected. 
Among these are "Far-Aider," which adds 
damage to friendly attacks within two 
squares, "Far-Sighter," which spots 
enemy units out to four squares, "Ship Re- 
pair," which rebuilds damaged ships that 
are co-located with the carrier at the end 
of the turn, "Far-Mover," which has twice 
the movement allocation of normal carri- 
ers and "City Meutralizer," which neutral- 
izes victory points for enemy ports within 
five squares. Each of these attributes, if se- 
lected, can alter one's strategy for a given 
scenario. 

Unfortunately, carriers are very expen- 
sive and cannot defend themselves well if 
left to their own devices. Battleships are 
the premier offensive weapon, but are 
particularly vulnerable to enemy sub- 
marines. As such, they should be escorted 
by cruisers or destroyers. Submarines are 
effective against all units except sub- 
merged enemy subs. Further, they can be 
made stealthy against all combatants ex- 


| cept destroyers and PT boats, thereby al- 


lowing the occasional raider to slip past 
the enemy defenses and wreak havoc be- 
hind the lines. 

The Lost Admiral offers ten levels of 
difficulty, can take weather effects into ac- 
count and even has a "limited fuel and 
ammo” option that forces players to take 
(and defend) transports within their battle 
groups or face being stranded far from 
home as an easy target. Nine maps are in- 
cluded with the game, each corresponding 
to different scenarios. Further, these sce- 
narios may be played with random maps, 
which significantly alter each replay. Four- 
teen campaigns are also offered, which 
utilize a combination of standard and ran- 
dom maps to keep players on their toes. 
Each scenario lasts less than an hour, and 


‚ по two games are alike. 


Finally, The Lost Admiral offers a nice 
tracking package, which keeps statistics on 
each player's progress from Seaman 151 
Class to Admiral of the Fleet. Reaching the 
final rank will not be easy for any player, 
but players of all skill levels will enjoy the 
attempt. The Lost Admiral is simply a 
must-have program that will undoubtedly 
achieve "classic" status in its own right! 

—E.D. 
Quantum Quality Productions Inc. 
1046 River Ave. 
Flemington, NJ 08822 
(908) 788-2799 
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good to say about the two- to 
three-month lead time that 
bedevils newsstand publications, 
including this one. Given the 
actual on-sale date of this issue of 
VG&CE, many of you approach 
this column with the pounding 
head and shaky hands that are the 
aftermath of enthusiastic holiday 
partying. |, on the other hand, am 
bothered only by a slight “too full” 
feeling (and maybe a bit of sugar 
shock) from Halloween. 

That's a good thing, because | 
need an especially clear mind for 
my annual look back at the elec- 
tronic-gaming year. Only the pas- 
sage of time can establish 199178 
place in the hobby's history, but it 
seemed a particularly momentous 
12 months. So many significant 
things happened that analysts may 
eventually judge it a turning point— 
the dawn of a new age of inter- 
active-electronic entertainment. The 
final verdicts won't come in for half 
a decade or so, but that won't stop 
us from examining 1991's major 
trends and banner headlines. 


I^ finally found something 


ELECTRONIC ARTS AND WARNER 
Маке MULTIMEDIA DEAL 

Here come the big boys! Ав a 
result of an October agreement 
between Electronic Arts and 
Warner Communications, Trip 
Hawkins now heads a company 
with full control of all Warner and 
EA optical media activities. 

This is the first beachhead in the 
coming invasion of electronic gam- 
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1991: THE 
YEAR [HAT 
IT ALL 
HAPPENED IN 
ELECTRONIC 
GAMING 


by Arnie Katz 


Writer, editor, lecturer and game 
designer Arnie Katz knows the field 
from every perspective. Each month, his 
column fakes readers inside the world 
of video and computer games. This 
month, Arnie looks back at the year 
just ended and fries to put everything 
in proper perspective. 


ing by big-time entertainment com- 
panies. There will be others. It is not 
appropriate to “name any names” 
at this time, but several other soft- 
ware publishers currently are 
takeover/merger targets. The leisure 


conglomerates have apparently 
decided that now is the time to get 
into interactive-electronic entertain- 
ment, and that the best way is to 
buy an existing share. This gives a 
company without previous experi- 
ence instant access to talent, market 
share and distribution channels. 

Video- апа computer-game com- 
panies are small compared to, say, 
Paramount Communications Inc. 
They are usually fairly lean, and 
many have good cash reserves. 
This makes them juicy targets for 
acquisition. 


MeDIAGENIC FILES FOR CHAPTER 11 

How ironic that the first inde- 
pendent video-game cartridge 
maker should fall upon such hard 
times in the midst of a video-game 
boom! The name change from 
Activision must've made sense to 
someone, but | thought it symbolic 
of management's lack of pride in 
the company's own history. 

The Mediagenic bankruptcy 
shows again that attention to the 
basics means everything in the 
video- and computer-game busi- 
ness. Mediagenic had many tal- 
ented people, but it lost the knack 
of orchestrating those skills in 
such a way as to produce excellent 
video games. 

The foundation of Mediagenic's 
problems is that its products were 
not as good as the competition. 
The publisher failed to adapt to 
changing tastes. 

This is often the lamentable fate 
of the pioneering operation. How 
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many of the manufacturers who 
put automobiles on America’s 
roads in the early 20th century are 
still producing cars today? The 
electronic-gaming field has had 
such casualties and, sadly, will 
have more. 

Perhaps bankruptcy will be 
Mediagenic's salvation. Financial 
straits may force the company to 
confront its product problems, 
which is the first step toward 
restoring its image as a quality- 
game maker. 


ELECTRONIC Arts Buys 
DISTINCTIVE SOFTWARE 
The industry jolted to attention 
when Sierra On-Line bought 
Dynamix, but this bold move 
could touch off a rush to lock up 
creative resources. Every major 
independent software developer 
with credentials is getting multi- 
million-dollar offers. I'll be shocked 
if another big house isn't sold to a 
publisher by the time this VG&CE 
reaches you. 


APPLE AND IBM Start COOPERATION 

It took mutual fear of Micro- 
soft to do it, but this country's 
two premier computer compa- 
nies are trying to work together. 
The most intriguing venture is a 
new computer with IBM chips 
and Apple desktop. Scheduled to 
hit the market in two years, this 
could be the combination of fea- 
tures that will really put home 
computers over with the public. 
The IBM PC has become the 
home computing standard, it is 
true; but the difficulties of DOS 
limit the system's appeal to elec- 
tronic gamers. 


U.S. CanTRIDGE BusiNEss GAINS 

Japan still dominates the 
design and manufacture of video- 
game cartridges, but American 
developers and publishers have 
reclaimed a piece of the industry. 
Titles like NHL Hockey (EA for the 
Genesis) and Toe Jam & Earl 
(Sega for the Genesis) were 
among the best of last year's new 
games and point the way out of 
the side-scroller rut. 
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NINTENDO, SEGA ANNOUNCE 
CD PERIPHERALS 

This greatly expands the poten- 
tial market for optical media 
games. It is relatively easy to port 
CD games among systems, so the 
opportunity to sell CD titles to 
video as well as computer gamers 
will permit the publishers to 
spread the enormous develop- 
ment costs over more SKUs 
(stock keeping units). I'll examine 
the potential of CD video games 
in detail next month. 


SOFTWARE PUBLISHERS RAISE HARD- 

WARE REQUIREMENTS FOR ТОР GAMES 

Access, Origin and Sierra On- 
Line are three of many com- 
puter-game companies that have 
introduced titles that require a 
3865X or equivalent. The 286 
series was a landmark in home 
computing, but the faster operat- 
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ing speed of the 3865X makes 
possible lightning-quick games 
like Wing Commander Il. 
State-of-the-art computer games 
require a hard disk and lots of inter- 
nal RAM, and many would work 
better on CD than the stack of con- 
ventional disks they now require. 


CES Opens DOORS то THE PUBLIC 

I'd like to think my column had 
some influence, but, whatever 
the inspiration, the decision to 
open two days of the Chicago 
1992 Summer Consumer Elec- 
tronics Show is welcome news. 
Now gamers can walk the aisles 
and see the latest developments 
for themselves! Maybe the com- 
panies in hotel suites will allot a 
little time for rank-and-file 
gamers, too, so that players who 
attend CES get to see everything. 


ATARI STARTS WORK ON 
JAGUAR VIDEO-GAME SYSTEM 

It was the most tantalizing 
rumor to rip through the video- 
game industry іп 1991. Atari axed 
the Panther when it decided that it 
wouldn't have enough technolagi- 
cal superiority. Latest word is that 
Atari will build a 64-bit console. 
Projects fall apart every day, of 
course, but a successful Jaguar 
would pump life into the entire 
U.S. video-gaming scene. 


Gamers Accept 16-Bir VIDEO GAMES 

The Genesis and Super NES 
won consumer favor in 1991, 
though both combined will never 
equal the size of the &-bit installed 
base in this country. Over 3.5 mil- 
lion American gamers now омуп а 
16-bit machine, and that could 
double by the end of 1992. Video 
gaming has survived the sensitive 
transition to new technology, so 
the hobby is now set to keep its 
popularity into the mid-1990s. 

Notice how many of the big 
stories are likely to have a 1992 
or even 1993 payoff for gamers? 
As exciting as 1991 was, things 
are going to get even livelier in 
the next 24 months. Speaking as 
one gamer to another, | can 
hardly wait! А 
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Becoming а Master 
Builder of Castles 
INTERPLAY 
Versions: Amiga, IBM PC, Macintosh 


This is the дате for anyone who wants 
to be a king. In this contest, a player must 


build castles and then successfully defend | 
them from enemy attacks. For a single 


game, up to eight castles may have to be 
built. The player doesn't just make десі- 
sions as a king, but also as a master 
mason, overseeing the design and con- 
struction of the structures. 

Building castles is not a simple matter 
of throwing up a few walls and then 
putting men on them for defense. It 
requires some thought as to the correct 
placement of the castle itself, where the 
gate will be located, the type of towers to 
be placed along the walls, plus how high 
and thick the walls will be. Mot only is it 
necessary to consider the physical struc- 
ture of the castle, but also how it will be 
paid for, how it will be defended and who 
is going to build it. 

The first thing to do is get counsel. А 
counselor can advise you of how big the 
castle has to be when it is completed in 
order to collect the maximum amount of 
taxes, and this should make the size deter- 
mination for you. 

Mext, look at the area on which the 
castle will be built. Try to find a location 
that has water on the site. If the castle is 
to have a moat, it must be built close to 
water. The best way to look at a site is in 
the design view; use a castle piece (a 
wall section is best) to see where it is 
and is not possible to place pieces. Once 
you have an idea of where pieces of а 
castle can go, it is time to start designing 
the castle. 

At that point, keep in mind that towers 
cannot be used to pour oil on attackers, 
but they are needed to support wall sec- 
tions and change wall directions. Square 
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towers are built faster 
than circular towers, but 
square towers aren't as 
strong. 

Gates are the weakest 
part of a castle; it might 
be best to put several 
gates together, one 
behind the other. Anoth- 
er strategy for gates is to 
recess them in the wall 
so that archers can fire 
down on any attackers at 
the gate. 

It is best to lay out 
most, if not all, of the castle instead 
of only placing sections when work- 
ers are available to work on them. 
The reason for this is that, when hir- 
ing an army, the number of men 
attracted depends on the layout size 
of the castle and not how close the 
castle is to completion. Designing 
pieces to a castle only when workers 
are available means that there might 
not be enough men to defend the castle. 

Once the castle is ready to be built, 
hire workers. But, before spending all 
sorts of money to hire hundreds of work- 
ers, start with 90 workers, which is the 
maximum number that can work on a sin- 
gle piece. Then experiment with the pro- 
portions of types of workers until the effi- 
ciency rating is good or excellent. Hire 
more workers in the same ratio to keep 
the rating the same. 

After the first castle, hire the same 
number of each type of worker as you did 
in the initial effort, but be prepared to 
make some adjustments, depending on 
the location of the castle. For example, if a 
location is close to quarries, a lot of carters 
aren't needed; but, if the stone is difficult 
to work, more quarrymen should be hired. 

Follow this schedule, and you'll soon 
master the art of designing and building 
top-quality castles. 

—John Schnyder 
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NINTENDO REPAIRS 
Control Deck $25, RF Adapter $7, 
Controller $7. Send prepaid, М.0. 
cashiers check to КАТА REPAIRS 
2262 E. Glade, Mesa, AZ 85204 
CIRCLE #154 ON READER SERVICE CARD. 






m minute WHS Cassette 
d $39, 95 Li 1r mma O 
SLIGO VIDEO 20 ВОК 35433 | 


CIRCLE #153 ON ӨЙ REXDER SUUS DART 
GAMES BOUGHT & SOLD 


NINTENDO, SEGA, ETC. WE PAY MORE 
FOR USED GAMES AND SELL FÜR LESS. 
SEND NOW FOR FREE LISTS. 
FUN—N—GAMES 
8130 La Mesa Bl. #209, La Mesa, CA 91941 
CIRCLE #155 ON READER SERVICE CARD. 
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We Sell Used We Buy 
658 Attack Sub — 2995/1500 SEGA 
Abrams Battle Тапа 95/1000 : سے‎ 
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Technocop 
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Credit Card Orders Call: 
(209) 432-2684 
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Ti lies. in HALCS ace пен asd may or may not bg available, 
please гай for avallabilzy. All Used баған, TurbsOrats 16, asd 
Super Ыал: arid. Geet Indude box and instructions. We 
рау cas or сірге cecil Jor Genesis and Super Minune cartridges. 
Ұға pay STORE CREDIT ONLY for Turbaralx 15 and Ми 
cartridges АЛ Leod Сарв have a 90 DAY WARRANTY and 








Phone ( —) Call for titles not listed 


ал ына 10 ilahiy. Although all prices aro subject ta change 
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Indicate systems you own | Send your Carmicges/Order toy “Fera current pice list of _ а, eL We вете tha right righ to refuse any sale or purchase. 
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Nintendo — Turbo Grafx — Game Boy — | | | іт, МЕНП, РИ. | зача МЫ Me ааа D енд 
М ши Software Аер). Hanes, ud checks to clear, send тұған order X laser ccu Due bo the 
Genesis — Other | F Fi TurbaGirads 18 products, | nature o! game cartridges, we are unable to give refunds. For 
- i - Dept. VG? ІН Pe ey лын мірін. aki IEM tar ahe йт cartridges and $.50 tor each 
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CIRCLE #152 ON READER SERVICE CARD. CIRCLE #156 ON READER SERVICE CARD. 


The Terminator 
BETHESDA SOFTWORKS 
Version: IBM РС 


The Terminator is an action-packed 
arcade duel that pits a player against the 
computer or against a player on another 
computer with a null modem cable link. 
There are two roles to play: the Termina- 
tor, a cyborg sent Back in time to present- 
day Los Angeles to kill Sarah Connor; 
and Kyle Reese, the human sent back 
from the same time to protect Sarah, 
whose termination will cause the future 
to change so that humans will have no 
hope of survival. 

The game begins with Kyle having 
found Sarah, and the player who con- 
trols Kyle also has limited control of 
Sarah. The player can tell her to run 
away, to stay in one place, to follow Kyle 
or to take and give objects used in the 
game. Don't be afraid of losing Sarah 
when you tell her to run away; just com- 
mand her to follow Kyle and she will 
come back. 

When playing a full game, each char- 
acter must find weapons and try to kill 
the other character. Both the Terminator 
and Kyle can only carry a certain weight, 
50 it is important to pick the weapons 
carefully. Don't get one of every type of 
weapon. For example, an AK-47 and an 
М-16 are practically the same thing. Don't 
carry both of these weapons when one 
will do. 

The player controlling Kyle will proba- 
bly want to go to an armory for some type 
of powerful weapon, such as a Stinger 
missile ог M-60 machine gun. While 
grenades seem to be powerful weapons, 
they are hard to throw accurately, espe- 
cially in the heat of battle. The Stingers are 
probably the easiest to aim because, once 
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they are locked on a target, the rockets 
guide themselves. In the armory, remem- 
ber to get special weapons. (And don't for- 
get the ammunition!) 

Red triangles mark the locations of the 
armories on the map. The question-and- 
answer section of the manual also men- 
tions the locations. 

When traveling through the city, it is 
best to use the fast travel mode to get 
around. This mode lets a character move 
without having to constantly look around 
for approaching danger. 

Whenever the enemy is near, the player 
exits the fast travel mode. Unlike traveling 
in the normal mode, the fast travel mode 
lets the player have a better chance of fir- 
ing the first shot. The Terminator player 
should be relentless in hunting down Kyle. 
Don't be concerned with killing Sarah; if 
Kyle is wasted, the game is over. The Ter- 
minator should carry enough ammunition 
so that he can pursue and eliminate Kyle. 
If the ammunition runs out, Kyle has 
enough time to rearm and heal himself. 

When playing Kyle and ammunition runs 
out for one of the heavy weapons, be sure 
to drop it, so that Kyle can move quickly. Try 
to fight near cars or vans so, if things get 
too dangerous, a quick getaway is possible. 

Kyle is a more difficult character to play 
well, but, with a little practice and some 
good weapons, it is possible to save the 
human raca. 
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VIDEOGAMES & COMPUTER ENTERTAINMENT 


Il. The Phone Call Is Free! 1-B00-BU'T-AT-GAME-CL UB; 200-289-2842) 
2. The Shipping Is Free! (On All Orders Over $200.00) 
. А Lifetime Subscription To Beyond 
А Lifetime Membership To The qd Me eim 
ІП vAnd A Free Ultimate Hint Book! (On All Orders Over $100.00) 
f= 4 Tou Wont Pay More For Shipping Than Your Local Sales Tax! 
(On All Orders Over $50.00) 
. А Subscription To Beyond Gaming Magazine, And A Lifetime 
Membership To The Ultimate Game Club, Free With Any Order! 
. Well Match Any Price Any Time On Any Product! 
(Provided That The Competitor Has It In GE 
. Well Ship Any Game To You Faster Than Anybody , 
. We Stock More Games Than Any Company Anywhere In Tre Word | 
. We Have Over 100,000 Happy Customers And Have Been In Business 
Over |2 Years! 
10. We Have The Worlds Mast Informative 900 Line To Call For The 
Latest Hints, Tips, And Info Оп Mew Games And Products Before You 
Read ltln The Magazines! Call |-900-TIP-LINE pictis | 
This Month's Special 


Only $39,991—3» 
200 Specials (Call 1-900-847-5463 for list) 


















Used Мем | 
тар Аа т, 9.99 1999 
Grafx- | ê Games 14.99 19.95 
Sega 1999 2999 
Geo Games | 49,99 159.99 
| Games 9.99 19.99 
14.99 24.99 


PC Engine Games 3999 39.99 

ыы m — ' MegaDrive Games 29,99 29.99 

Е 4 bus = ETT -— a р ЭЧ еч اد‎ Их Games 49,99 49.99 

|491 Boston Post Road Old Saybrook CT. 06475 CD-ROM Games ЖЕ 392 
(203)388-6741 Or Fax (203)388-0084 ЕЕ | | 





Master Gears, ... Turns The GAME GEAR» Into А Portable Master System»! 


Look for Master Gear llm which combines Game Gearm, Master Gearm, and а Sega Control Padr to play (two-player games simultaneously! | 


Master Сьоагтн is available now ac The Ultimate Game Club in the LS, Gompucentre in Canada. and other dealers near you! 
Call 1-800-289-2842 for the dealer nearest you, more information, or to order by mall Suppested retail only $49.99! 
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CIRCLE #157 ON READER SERVICE CARD. 
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When they finally developed an 8-way TV, 
Dan was able to play all his favorite games at once. 
(Of course, it took 40 years to master th 
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If you're sick of games | M m na, СЕ m 
that don't stand the As р: XEM Sm 
test of time, sit down 
to the challenge, excite- 
ment and innovation of 
this radical collection 
from Renovation...and 
just how long the 
fun can last! 
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Blast through incredible firefights in eleven deadly 
levels of eight-megahit mayhem. ROLLING THUNDER 2 
— Матсо 5 hot new sequel to the arcade smash hit. 
Challenge the terrorists alone, or hammer'm with super- 
agents Albatross and Leila together in TWO PLAYER 
SIMULTANEOUS ACTION! Passwords and unlimited 


continues keep the action rolling. 
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The Game Creator ™ 
NAMCO HOMETEK, INC. 


г ‘ тыны; ТЕШНЕ T ia а Бања М Келе Ml 199, 18 жалын UM. Аш айыз тын ун. Linssi by kai Duterprinsa Li, 3255-1 Scott Bhd. Suite 109 
E. F Е ИТ "arm bebem nl bees edges ілш “ама Chars, Са 95054-37171 


КО т CIRCLE 4159 ОМ READER SERVICE CARD. 
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s lives! Y e dudes — Game Genio" ‘gives — - And remember — IY dei 
2 S wifes power to make your own rules and play follow rules —they make ‘ет. _ 
2 Pur own way! - | Sm 


байи белін works on many pimé виа tor the Nintendo Entertainment rt Syst Not all EEE 


| | tme. and some De avallá " Mintendo, Himiendù 
‘Use Game Genie’ 5 power се on over inet ye ao Sogo Mar rs. Зза ademas ol Prod gli pe errr ea 
trademark of Rare, Ltd. Mutant Ninja Turtles 11: The Arcade Game H a trademark of Mirage 


290 of the most popular games for the Nintendo | сау Ura Stare Сор under cene ga Man IS a надета S Ca 0 


America. Game Genie ig a product of (тіз баға Toys, Ime.. and is Aal ғә 


гей, 
Entertainment system: Super Mario Bros. 3. а Рыту RUE MGE: Me Inc. e any ether of these campania. Game Genie and бай are 
Teenage № Mutant Ninja Turtles ІІ: The Arcade E ichs то мане a | 





